
 
 





Evening Worship 
Second Sunday in Lent 

02.28.2021 

Welcome to Worship at Midtown! We are really glad to have you with 
us for worship today. Whether you have been a Christian for many 

years, or are trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or 
are just here as a favor to your friend, we’re happy to have you.  

We aren’t having a nursery for a couple of more weeks. You are 
welcome to keep them in the service with you, though. 

Reflection 

Of all the deadly sins, only envy is no fun at all. 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 —Joseph Epstein


In the misfortunes of our best friends we always find something not 
wholly displeasing to us.

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 — François La Rochefoucauld


Why it is that the Self—though it Professes to be Loving, Caring, to Prefer 
Peace to War, Concord to Discord, Life to Death; to Wish Other Selves 
Well, not Ill—in fact Secretly Relishes Wars and Rumors of War, News of 
Plane Crashes, Assassinations, Mass Murders, Obituaries, to say nothing 
of Local News about Acquaintances Dropping Dead in the Street, Gossip 
about Neighbors getting in Fights or being Detected in Sexual Scandals, 
Embezzlements, and other Disgraces?

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 —Walker Percy




The Word 

Call to Worship 
Psalm 105:1-2 
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name; make known his 
deeds among the peoples!  Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all 
his wondrous works! 

Doxology 
Music: The Old One Hundredth 

Worship begins with 
God’s call to us to 
worship him. As 

always, God initiates 
with us, such as we 
are, and invites us to 

be with him out of 
sheer mercy.

In the Doxology we 
join our voices with 

Christians around the 
world and through the 
centuries (circa 1674) 

with this song of 
praise to the Holy 

Trinity.



To Christ the Lord Let Every Tongue 
Music: Laura Taylor; Lyrics: Samuel Stennent 

Majestic sweetness sits enthroned upon his awful brow.  
His head with radiant glories crowned, his lips with grace overflow.  
No mortal can with him compare among the sons of men;  
Fairer He is than all the fair that fill the heavenly train 

He saw me plunged in deep distress, he fled to my relief. 
For me he bore the shameful cross and carried all my grief  
His hand a thousand blessings pours upon my guilty head  
His presence gilds my darkest hours and guards my sleeping bed 



To Him I owe my life and breath and all the joys I have  
He makes me triumph over death and saves me from the grave  
To Heaven the place of His abode he brings my weary feet  
Shows me the glories of my God and makes my joy complete 
 
Since from his bounty I receive such proofs of love divine. 
Had I a thousand hearts to give, Lord they should all be thine. 
A thousand men could not compose a worthy song to bring, 
Yet your love is a melody our hearts can't help but sing! 

Prayer of Invocation 

Call to Confession of Sin 
1 John 1:5-6   

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to 
you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.  If we 
say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we 
lie and do not practice the truth. 

We confess our sins as 
a group and 

individually because 
we need to. We come 
to worship God even 

though we are morally 
broken, in certain hope 

that he is merciful to 
people like us, and 

able to change us by 
his grace.



Confession of Sin    
 [Pray aloud together.] 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and 
strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have offended against your holy laws. We 
have left undone those things which we ought to have 
done; and we have done those things which we ought 
not to have done; and there is no health in us. O Lord, 
have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare those, 
O God, who confess their faults. Restore those who are 
penitent; according to your promises declared unto 
mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. Grant that we may 
hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober life; to the 
glory of His holy name. Amen. 

 [You are invited to confess your sins silently at this time.] 

Trisagion 
Music: Fernando Ortega 



Assurance of Forgiveness 
1 John 1:9   
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  

Minister: May the peace of Christ be with you! 
All:   And also with you! 

Psalm 126 
Music: Issac Wardell 

Our consciences are 
weak and guilty, and 
can’t be trusted to 

tell us the truth 
about God’s free and 
happy forgiveness. 

So God puts his 
authoritative word in 

the mouths of his 
appointed ministers 

to assure you that he 
forgives you in 

Jesus.



 

The Prayers of the People              [Led by Tim Davis]     
[Pray the bold portions aloud together] 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Almighty God and Heavenly Father, since You have 
promised to grant our requests, we make our 
supplications to You in the name of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ. 

We pray for our world leaders,  
that they will rule with wisdom and peace,  
especially in administering justice in troubled lands. 

Let us pray for the world (silence).  Amen. 

The prayers of the 
people enable us to 
join our minds and 
hearts in one voice 
to God, like we do 
when we sing. Be 

careful about merely 
repeating the words 

without engaging 
your whole self in 

prayer.



We pray to You also, dear Father, for Your church, the body of Christ, 
that guided by Your Holy Spirit, we would be found to 
be wise, zealous, and faithful worshippers. 

Let us pray for the church (silence). Amen. 

Moreover, we pray for all men and women throughout the world, 
that they would come to a knowledge of Your saving 
grace through the spread of Your gospel. 

Let us pray for those in need of God’s grace (silence). Amen. 

Finally, we commend to You all who suffer tribulation, 
that it would please You to make them feel 
Your Fatherly affection toward them, 
so they would find refreshment 
and healing in You. 

Let us pray for all who suffer (silence).  Amen. 

And now as our Savior taught us, we pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory forever.  
Amen. 



New Testament Reading  [Reader: Morgan Zylstra]    
1 John 3:11-16 
   Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Reading 
Matthew 20:20-28 
   Reader: The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 People:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

What A Friend We Have In Jesus 
--Lyrics: Joseph Scriven; Music: Charles Converse 



Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?  
Jesus, Savior, is our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care? 
Jesus knows our every weakness, take it to the Lord in prayer. 
 
Blessed Savior, you have promised, all our burdens you will bear; 
May we ever, Lord, be bringing all to you in earnest prayer. 
Soon, in glory bright unclouded, face to face it is our prayer! 
Joyful praise and endless worship will be our sweet portion there. 

Old Testament Reading             
1 Samuel 18:6-9 
6As they were coming home, when David returned from striking 
down the Philistine, the women came out of all the cities of Israel, 
singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with 
songs of joy, and with musical instruments. 7And the women sang to 
one another as they celebrated, 
 “Saul has struck down his thousands, 
     and David his ten thousands.” 
8And Saul was very angry, and this saying displeased him. He said, 
“They have ascribed to David ten thousands, and to me they have 
ascribed thousands, and what more can he have but the kingdom?” 
9And Saul eyed David from that day on. 
  
   Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                 Rev. Charles Garland 



The Table  

Confession of Faith   
The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Invitation and Prayer 
 [Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family   
 meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to   
 partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a    
 congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and   
 with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for   
 Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in   
 this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer.] 

We use the ancient 
creeds and confessions 

to reinforce our 
confidence in God’s 

grace, and to highlight 
our connection to his 

people around the 
world who worship him 
with these same words 

every Lord’s Day.



The Sursum Corda  (Lift Up Your Hearts) 
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.  
All:  It is right to give Him    
  thanks and praise. 

The Words of Institution 

The Mystery of Faith 
 Minister: Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again! 

Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Giving of the Bread and Cup 
[As you are ready please come forward to receive the bread and the cup.   We 
are using individual cups and wafers as a concession to the virus. The red cups 
have wine and the grape juice is white/gold.]   

The Sursum Corda and 
the Mystery of Faith are 
used by Christians the 
world over to prepare 
their hearts and minds 
for Holy Communion. 



Sing to Jesus 
Music & Lyrics: Fernando Ortega 



Nothing But the Blood of Jesus 
Lyrics & Music: Robert Lowry 

For my pardon, this I see, nothing but the blood of Jesus;  
For my cleansing, this my plea, nothing but the blood of Jesus.  
Oh! Precious is the flow, that makes me white as snow; 
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Nothing can for sin atone, nothing but the blood of Jesus 
Naught of good that I have done, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
Oh! Precious is the flow, that makes me white as snow; 
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
 
This is all my hope and peace, nothing but the blood of Jesus;  
This is all my righteousness, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
Oh! Precious is the flow, that makes me white as snow; 
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

Benediction 





Easter Offering
Leboo Borehole

Contribute by writing a check to
Midtown Presbyterian Church (noting

the Borehole Project) or by giving
online at

www.mpctucson.org/donate.
 

We want to raise
$25,000 to dig a

bore hole for
Leboo, Kenya

For the Children's Sake has been
given five acres of land on which
to build a school and church, but

first needs a supply of clean
water so the Massai children can

live there year round.

A bore hole facilitates many other
relief needs, especially for girls in

this area. With clean water they can
use washable feminine hygiene

products, go to school, more easily
avoid genital mutilation, and

connect to the good news of Jesus.



Notes 

Offering: We have placed an offering box at the back of the sanctuary that you 
can use as you enter or leave. (Note that the Midtown box is separate from the 
Vineyard ones—ours cleverly says “Midtown”!) You can also give online at our 
website www.mpctucson.org. 

Email List:  We send out the bulletin and announcements every week before 
worship and would love to include you. You can email Charles 
(charles@mpctucson.org) to get on the list. 

Midtown Institute: Starting in mid-March we are going to hold a training class 
for people interested in taking on more leadership in our church, whether as a 
ministry team leader, small group leader, elder or deacon, or if you just want to 
be better prepared to serve Christ in your home and work. The class will cover 
our church’s beliefs, perspectives on ministry, personal character and spiritual 
life.  We will meet 20 times during the year and you’ll need to do a good bit of 
reading/preparation. We will set the meeting days/times once we have a list of 
participants. Please let Charles know if you want to be a part. 

Women’s Bible Study: Starts back this Wednesday, then every other 
Wednesday at 7:00 on Julie Garland’s back patio (dress for warmth!).  We are 
picking up in Romans at Chapter 11:1-36. Just read the passage or add chapter 
6 of Tim Keller’s book to prepare. For more info contact Julie (678.849.8401). 

Monday Soccer: Monday at 5:30 at Mansfield Park in the NW corner. 
 

Pastor: Charles Garland

Music Director: Sarah Lewis

RUF Staff: Dan & Brittany Smith

RUF Interns: Noah Hamstra &

Rebekah Taylor

Midtown Presbyterian Church 
www.mpctucson.org 

P.O. Box 40517, Tucson, AZ  85717 
678.849.7918
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