
 
 





Evening Worship 

Second Sunday After the Epiphany 
01.14.2024 

Welcome to Worship at Midtown! We are really glad to have you with 
us for worship today. Whether you have been a Christian for many 

years, or are trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or 
are just here as a favor to your friend, we’re happy to have you.  

We have a nursery provided for little ones. You are welcome to keep 
them in the service with you if you prefer. 



Reflection 
“Me, I don’t go to church, church goes with me, I’m worshippin’ 
when I’m drinking a beer, diggin’ a hole, or fishin’ for trout.”  
     —Lucky, from King of the Hill  

For too long the church has presented the image of a club: you 
can drop in when you like and be involved to the extent you wish. 
But that is not the New Testament picture. The Church is the 
Body of Christ, and we are inescapably members of it; the Church 
is the family of God, and this is where we belong; the Church is 
the building of God, and each living stone is indispensable to the 
whole... But unless a local church becomes a living fellowship in 
Christ, offering deep and loving relationships, these high-sounding 
words become no more than religious clichés. 
     — David Watson 



The Word 
Call to Worship 
Psalm 95:1-3  

Oh come, let us sing to the Lord; 
        let us make a joyful noise to the rock of 
our salvation!  
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
        let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  
For the Lord is a great God, 
        and a great King above all gods. 

Doxology 
Music: The Old One Hundredth 

Worship begins with 
God’s call to us to 
worship him. As 

always, God initiates 
with us, such as we 
are, and invites us to 

be with him out of 
sheer mercy.

In the Doxology we 
join our voices with 

Christians around the 
world and through the 
centuries (circa 1674) 

with this song of 
praise to the Holy 

Trinity.



Praise the Savior, Now and Ever 
Lyrics: William Moore; Music: Bruce Benedict 

Man's work faileth, Christ's availeth;   
He is all our righteousness;  
He, our Savior, has forever set us free from dire distress.  
Through his merit we inherit light and peace and happiness.  

Sin's bond severed, we're delivered;  
Christ has bruised the serpent's head;  
Death no longer is the stronger hell itself is captive led.  
Christ has risen from death's prison; o'er the tomb he light has shed.  

For his favor, praise forever  
Unto God the Father sing;  
Praise the Savior, praise him ever, Son of God, our Lord and King.  
Praise the Spirit; through Christ's merit he doth us salvation bring. 

Prayer of Invocation 



Call to Confession of Sin 
Psalm 130:1-4  
Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! O Lord, hear my voice! Let 
your ears be attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy! If you, O 
Lord, should  mark iniquities,  O Lord, who could stand? But with you 
there is forgiveness, that you may be feared. Confession of Sin 

   [You are invited to confess your sins silently at this time.] 

Psalm 130 
Lyrics: Martin Luther; Music: Christopher Minor 

 



To wash away the crimson stain, Grace, grace alone availeth;  
Our works, alas! Are all in vain;  In much the best life faileth;  
No man can glory in Thy sight,  All must alike confess Thy might, 
And live alone by mercy (Live alone by mercy) 
And live alone by mercy (Live alone by mercy)  

Assurance of Forgiveness 
Psalm 130:7-8  
 O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast   
 love, and with him is plentiful redemption. And he will redeem   
 Israel from all his iniquities. 

Minister: May the peace of Christ be with you! 
All:   And also with you! 

Psalm 130 (Continued) 
Therefore my trust is in the Lord, and not in mine own merit;  
On Him my soul shall rest, His word upholds my fainting spirit;  
His promised mercy is my fort, my comfort and my sweet support; 
I wait for it with patience (Wait for it with patience) 2x 

What though I wait the live-long night, and ’til the dawn appeareth,  
My heart still trusteth in His might; it doubteth not nor feareth;  
Do thus, O ye of Israel’s seed, ye of the Spirit born indeed; 
And wait ’til God appeareth (Wait ’til God appeareth) 2x 

Though great our sins and sore our woes  
His grace much more aboundeth;  
His helping love no limit knows, our upmost need it soundeth.  
Our Shepherd good and true is He, Who will at last His Israel free 
From all their sin and sorrow (All their sin and sorrow) 2x 



The Prayers of the People      [Led by Tim Davis] 
[Pray the bold portions aloud together] 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

Almighty God who is from everlasting to 
everlasting, grant us, amid the conflicts of this 
passing world, the comfort of a perfect trust in you: 
 Save and help us, O Lord. 

From pride, selfishness, greed and anger; from passions that lead to 
war among brothers and sisters in Christ as well as war among 
nations: 
 Save and help us, O Lord. 
Let us pray for peace (silence).  Amen. 

As you have blessed our nation so richly, we pray for the President 
and all in authority over us, that they would lead with wisdom and 
truth: 
 Save and help us, O Lord. 
Let us pray for those who lead (silence).  Amen. 

For all who are afflicted by war within themselves, by the conflicts of 
doubt, a rebellious will, and the darkness of despair: 
 Save and help us, O Lord. 
Let us pray for all who struggle with the gospel (silence).  Amen. 

The prayers of the 
people enable us to 
join our minds and 
hearts in one voice 
to God, like we do 
when we sing. Be 

careful about merely 
repeating the words 

without engaging 
your whole self in 

prayer.



For all who suffer: the sick, the poor, and the prisoner, that they 
would be touched by your compassion in their time of need: 
 Save and help us, O Lord. 
Let us pray for all who suffer (silence).  Amen. 

And now as our Savior taught us, we pray: 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come,  
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread, 
 And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power 
 and the glory forever.  Amen. 

New Testament Reading    [Reader: Shelly Gauger] 
1 Corinthians 14:1-25 
   Reader: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 



God’s Highway 
Music & Lyrics: Sandra McCracken 

 The shadows flee, the valley is deep, 
 But evil cannot conquer me.  
 Your rod and staff, they protect me;  
 You give me rest, You give me peace. [Chorus]  

 I see the shore from troubled seas.  
 This tiny ship that carries me,  
 It is not yet, but it will be;  
 So heaven come, it’s You we need.  [Chorus] 



New Testament Reading 
1 Corinthians 14 
Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you 
may prophesy. 2For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; 
for no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. 3On the other 
hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and 
encouragement and consolation. 4The one who speaks in a tongue builds up 
himself, but the one who prophesies builds up the church. 5Now I want you all to 
speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater 
than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the 
church may be built up. 
6Now, brothers, if I come to you speaking in tongues, how will I benefit you 
unless I bring you some revelation or knowledge or prophecy or teaching? 7If 
even lifeless instruments, such as the flute or the harp, do not give distinct 
notes, how will anyone know what is played? 8And if the bugle gives an indistinct 
sound, who will get ready for battle? 9So with yourselves, if with your tongue you 
utter speech that is not intelligible, how will anyone know what is said? For you 
will be speaking into the air. 10There are doubtless many different languages in 
the world, and none is without meaning, 11but if I do not know the meaning of 
the language, I will be a foreigner to the speaker and the speaker a foreigner to 
me. 12So with yourselves, since you are eager for manifestations of the Spirit, 
strive to excel in building up the church. 
13Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may 
interpret. 14For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is 
unfruitful. 15What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my 
mind also; I will sing praise with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind 
also. 16Otherwise, if you give thanks with your spirit, how can anyone in the 
position of an outsider say “Amen” to your thanksgiving when he does not know 
what you are saying? 17For you may be giving thanks well enough, but the other 
person is not being built up. 18I thank God that I speak in tongues more than all 
of you. 19Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind 
in order to instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. 
20Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your 
thinking be mature. 21In the Law it is written, “By people of strange tongues and 
by the lips of foreigners will I speak to this people, and even then they will not 
listen to me, says the Lord.” 22Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for 
unbelievers, while prophecy is a sign not for unbelievers but for believers. 23If, 



therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and 
outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your 
minds? 24But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted 
by all, he is called to account by all, 25the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and 
so, falling on his face, he will worship God and declare that God is really among 
you. 
26What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a 
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for 
building up. 27If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, 
and each in turn, and let someone interpret. 28But if there is no one to interpret, 
let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God. 29Let 
two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. 30If a 
revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent. 31For you can all 
prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all be encouraged, 32and the 
spirits of prophets are subject to prophets. 33For God is not a God of confusion 
but of peace. 
As in all the churches of the saints, 34the women should keep silent in the 
churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, 
as the Law also says. 35If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask 
their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. 
36Or was it from you that the word of God came? Or are you the only ones it has 
reached? 37If anyone thinks that he is a prophet, or spiritual, he should 
acknowledge that the things I am writing to you are a command of the Lord. 38If 
anyone does not recognize this, he is not recognized. 39So, my 
brothers, earnestly desire to prophesy, and do not forbid speaking in 
tongues. 40But all things should be done decently and in order. 

   Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
 People:  Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                Rev. Charles Garland 



The Table   

Confession of Faith   
The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

Invitation and Prayer      

[Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family meal of 
Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to partake of this 
sacrament: those who are baptized members of a congregation which proclaims 
the gospel, who are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek 
strength to live more faithfully for Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are 
not prepared to share in this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in 
prayer.] 

We use the ancient 
creeds to reinforce our 

confidence in God’s 
grace, and to highlight 
our connection to his 

people around the 
world who worship him 
with these same words 

every Lord’s Day.



The Sursum Corda  (Lift Up Your Hearts) 
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.  
All:  It is right to give Him  thanks and praise. 

The Words of Institution 

The Mystery of Faith 
 Minister: Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again! 

Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Giving of the Bread and Cup 
[As you are ready please come forward down the center aisle.. Take bread and 
eat it, then take a cup and drink. If you prefer grape juice and/or a gluten free 
wafer, they are available on the middle table. Please return down the outside 
aisles.] 



None Will Be Denied 
Music & Lyrics: David Isaac Rivers 

I went up to Jerusalem, what do you think I saw? 
Beaten Jesus through the street, carryin' the big old cross. 

They pounded those nails into his hands, they pierced his naked side. 
"Father, please forgive them," was what Jesus cried. [Chorus] 
  
Height, nor depth, nor even hell can ever separate; 
He burst forth in glorious light on that third day. [Chorus] 
  
The witnesses surround us all, though they seem unseen, 
So set your eyes on the prize: Jesus Christ, his name.  



Ain’t No Grave 
Music & Lyrics: Crowder, Bentley, Philpott, Matt & Dana McReynolds 

 



Lord I'm crooked from head to toe,  
Got dirty hands and a dirty soul. 
I was lost but now am found; 
Ain't no grave gonna hold me down, 
Ain't no grave gonna hold me down. [Chorus] 

When night has come and daylight fades, 
It's time to see you face to face. 
This old body's gonna leave the ground, 
'Cause there ain't no grave that could hold you down, 
Ain't no grave that could hold you down. [Chorus] 

Benediction 



Notes 

Offering: We have placed an offering box at the back of the 
sanctuary that you can use as you enter or leave. Online, you can 
give at (www.mpctucson.org/donate).    —>> 

Email List:  We send out the bulletin and announcements every 
week before worship and would love to include you. You can email 
Charles (charles@mpctucson.org) to get on the list. 

Women’s Book Group: January 19th @ 7pm. We are reading Jesus Through 
the Eyes of Women by Rebecca McLaughlin. Cara Scott will host (2839 E Vespers 
Pl). 

Quarterly Church Prayer Meeting: Next Sunday, January 21, at 10:30am at 
the Jankowski’s home (317 E Canyon View Dr). This is a time to pray for the 
ministries of the church and the community around us. (You don’t have to pray 
out loud if you don’t want to.) 

Super Bowl Party: February 11th after church at the Garland’s (1324 N Norton 
Ave.). The game starts at 4:30pm and church starts at 5:00pm. We will record 
the game and start it when we gather after church (around 6:45 presumably). 
Invite friends if you want to. 

http://www.mpctucson.org/donate
mailto:charles@mpctucson.org
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