
 
 





Evening Worship 
Christmas Sunday  

12.25.2022 

Welcome to Worship at Midtown! We are really glad to have you with 
us for worship today. Whether you have been a Christian for many 

years, or are trying to sort out what the Christian faith is all about, or 
are just here as a favor to your friend, we’re happy to have you.  

Today is a family service with all of the little ones here with us. We 
will resume our normal nursery next Sunday. 

Reflection 

I’ve got to get more stuff, more clutter, more detail in here Because 
a the moment I’m in danger of falling off the edge.  

—Rob, in Nick Hornby’s High Fidelity 

This is the humbling truth that lies at the heart of Christianity. We 
love to be our own saviors. Our hearts love to manufacture glory for 
themselves. So we find messages of self-salvation extremely 
attractive, whether they are religious (Keep these rules and you earn 
eternal blessing) or secular (Grab hold of these things and you’ll 
experience blessing now). 
    —Tim Keller 



The Word 
Call to Worship       
Psalm 95:6-7   
    Oh come, let us worship and bow down; 
        let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!  
    For he is our God, 
        and we are the people of his pasture, 
        and the sheep of his hand. 

Joy to the World 
Music & Lyrics: Issac Watts 

Worship begins with 
God’s call to us to 
worship him. As 

always, God initiates 
with us, such as we 
are, and invites us to 

be with him out of 
sheer mercy.



Joy to the earth! The Savior reigns; let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains;  
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 
No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make his blessings flow, far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 
He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Prayer of Invocation 

Call to Confession of Sin  
1 John 3:2-3  
Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we will be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is.  And everyone who thus hopes in 
him purifies himself as he is pure. 

Confession of Sin   
[Pray aloud together] 

We confess our Father, that we do not live up to the family 
name. We are more ready to resent than to forgive, more 
ready to manipulate than to serve, more ready to fear than 
to love, more ready to keep our distance than to welcome, 
more ready to compete than to help. At the root of this 
behavior is mistrust. 



We do not love one another as we should, because we do not 
believe that you love us as you do. Forgive us our cold 
unbelief. And make more vivid to us the meaning and depth 
of your love at the cross. Show us what it cost you to give up 
your Son that we might become your sons and daughters. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus our righteousness. 
Amen. 

(You are invited to confess your sins silently at this time.) 

Kyrie Eleison 
Music: Greg Wilbur 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
1 John 1:9   
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

Minister: May the peace of Christ be with 
you! 
All:   And also with you! 

Our consciences are 
weak and guilty, and 
can’t be trusted to 

tell us the truth 
about God’s free and 
happy forgiveness. 

So God puts his 
authoritative word in 

the mouths of his 
appointed ministers 

to assure you that he 
forgives you in 

Jesus.



It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 
Lyrics: Edmund Sears; Music: Richard Willis 

Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heav'nly music floats o'er all the weary world: 
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov'ring wing, 
And ever o'er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 

And ye, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow, 
Look now! for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing. 

For lo, the days are hast'ning on, by prophet bards foretold, 
When with the ever-circling years comes round the age of gold; 
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 
And the whole world give back the song which now the angels sing. 



The Prayers of the People         [Led by Matt McReynolds] 
[Pray the bold portions aloud together] 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
All:  And also with you. 
Leader: Let us pray. 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying: 
Lord, have mercy. 

For peace throughout the world, especially where  
there is war, and for the unity of the body of Christ,  
let us pray to the Lord, saying: 
Lord, have mercy. 
(Please pray silently for our world.) 

For our nation, the President and all whom we have trusted with the 
leadership of our country, let us pray to the Lord, saying: 
Lord, have mercy. 
(Please pray silently for our nation’s leaders.) 

For this gathering of the faithful at Midtown Presbyterian, as well as 
those gathering together in worship throughout the world, let us pray 
to the Lord, saying: 
Lord, have mercy. 
(Please pray silently for the church.) 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphaned, for the sick 
and suffering, let us pray to the Lord, saying: 
Lord, have mercy. 
(Please pray silently for those who suffer.) 

The prayers of the 
people enable us to 
join our minds and 
hearts in one voice 
to God, like we do 
when we sing. Be 

careful about merely 
repeating the words 

without engaging 
your whole self in 

prayer.



And now hear us as we pray as our Savior taught us, saying: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen. 

Gospel Reading 
Luke 2:8-20 
And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10And the angel said to 
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And this will be a sign for 
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 

 14“Glory to God in the highest, 
     and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing 
that has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And 



they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying 
in a manger. 17And when they saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it 
wondered at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up 
all these things, pondering them in her heart. 20And the shepherds 
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them. 

 Minister: The Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 People:  Praise be to you, O Christ. 

Sermon                 Rev. Charles Garland 



The Table   

  
Confession of Faith   
--The Heidelberg Catechism, Question #1 

Minister:   What is your only comfort in life and         
        death? 

People: That I am not my own, but belong with body and   
  soul, both in life and in death, to my faithful Savior 
  Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with   
  His precious blood, and has set me free from all   
  the power of the devil. He also preserves me in   
  such a way that without the will of my heavenly   
  Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all 
  things must work together for my salvation.      
  Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also assures me of   
  eternal life and makes me heartily willing and   
  ready from now on to live for Him. 

  
Invitation and Prayer      
 [Communion, also called The Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist, is the family   
 meal of Christians. We invite all committed followers of Jesus Christ to   
 partake of this sacrament: those who are baptized members of a    
 congregation which proclaims the gospel, who are at peace with God and   
 with their neighbor, and who seek strength to live more faithfully for   
 Christ. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in   
 this meal, we encourage you to spend this time in prayer.] 

We use the ancient 
creeds to reinforce our 

confidence in God’s 
grace, and to highlight 
our connection to his 

people around the 
world who worship him 
with these same words 

every Lord’s Day.



The Sursum Corda  (Lift Up Your Hearts) 
Minister:  Lift up your hearts.  
All:   We lift them up to the Lord.  
Minister:  Let us give thanks to our Lord God.  
All:  It is right to give Him  thanks and praise. 

The Words of Institution 

The Mystery of Faith 
 Minister: Therefore, let us proclaim the mystery of faith. 

All:  Christ has died. Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again! 

Minister: Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
All:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 Minister: The gifts of God for the people of God. 

The Giving of the Bread and Cup 
[As you are ready please come forward down the center aisle.. Take bread and 
eat it, then take a cup and drink. If you prefer grape juice and/or a gluten free 
wafer, they are available on the middle table. Please return down the outside 
aisles.] 



O Holy Night  
Music: John Sulrlivan Dwight; Lyrics: Placide Cappeau  



Truly He taught us to love one another; 
 His law is love and His gospel is peace. 
 Chains shall he break for the slave is our brother,  
 And in His name all oppression shall cease.  
 Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise; 
 Let all within us praise His holy name.  
 Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever,  
 His power and glory evermore proclaim. 
 His power and glory evermore proclaim.  



Angels We Have Heard on High 
Music & Lyrics: Traditional French Carol 

Shepherds, why this jubilee?  Why your joyous strains prolong?  
Say what may the tidings be, Which inspire your heav'nly song? 

Come to Bethlehem and see  Him whose birth the angels sing;  
Come, adore on bended knee  Christ the Lord, the new-born King. 

Benediction 



Notes 

Offering: We have placed an offering box at the back of the 
sanctuary that you can use as you enter or leave. Online, you 
can give at (www.mpctucson.org/donate).    ------->>> 

Email List:  We send out the bulletin and announcements 
every week before worship and would love to include you. You 
can email Charles (charles@mpctucson.org) to get on the list. 

Congregational Meeting: We’ll have a congregational meeting after church on 
January 8th to present the budget and talk about plans for the coming year.
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