Different On Purpose: Broad is Easy, Narrow is Eternal Matthew 7:12-14

Passage
Matthew 7:12-14 So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is

the Law and the Prophets. “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy
that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the
way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.

The Narrow Way Requires Intentional Living

Assertion
- Enter through the narrow gate... Jesus is not describing accidental spirituality. He is
describing intentional discipleship.

Possible Objection
- Why can'’t faith be broad, inclusive, open-ended? Why does Jesus sound like He’s limiting the
options?

- Philippians 2:3-4 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others
more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to
the interests of others.

Application

- Practice one intentional act of Christlike love daily.

- Why It Matters: If we don't intentionally choose to live by Jesus' words, we will naturally drift
toward the world's way of living rather than God's way.

The Broad Way Is Attractive Because It Is Easy

Assertion
- Wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it.

Possible Objection

- If so many people are on the broad road, can it really be that wrong? Cultural logic says, can
the majority really be mistaken? Wouldn’'t God make the right path more obvious...more
popular?”

- Galatians 5:16-17 But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.
For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit are against the
flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do.

Application

- Identify and resist one “Easy Compromise” this week.

- Why It Matters: What feels right, looks popular, and comes easily can still lead us away from
God, so we must measure our choices by God's truth rather than the crowd's approval.

The Narrow Way Leads to Life

Assertion



- But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

Possible Objection
- If the narrow way is harder, why would anyone choose it? Why choose resistance over ease
or sacrifice over comfort?

- John 10:10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life
and have it abundantly.

Application

- Choose one costly act of obedience.

- Why It Matters: Following Jesus may cost us comfort, approval, and convenience today, but
no temporary sacrifice compares to the eternal life found in Him.

Few Find It Because Few Are Looking for It

Assertion
- “...only a few find it.” This is not about God being hidden. It's about people not searching for
what they don’t think they need.

Possible Objection
- Isn’t that unfair? Why wouldn’t God make it easier to find? Why wouldn’t God make the path
obvious to everyone?

- 2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.
Or do you not realize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you? unless indeed you fail
to meet the test!

Application

- Examine our direction, not just our intentions.

- Why It Matters: If we assume we're on the right road without examining our lives against
Jesus' teaching, we may discover too late that our confidence was misplaced.

Conclusion
- So before we leave today, | want us to consider three questions:
- Am | choosing what is easy, or what Jesus says is right?
- Am | following the crowd, or am | following Christ?
- If I keep traveling the road I'm on, where will it ultimately take me?



