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Majesty in the Midst of the Mundane
NARRATOR

(music begins) “The noise and the bustle began earlier than usual

in the village. As night gave way to dawn, people were already

on the streets. Vendors were positioning themselves on the corners

of the most heavily traveled avenues. Store owners were unlocking

the doors to their shops. Children were awakened by the excited
barking of the street dogs and the complaints of donkeys pulling carts....

“One’s imagination is kindled thinking about the conversation of

the innkeeper and his family at the breakfast table. Did anyone mention
the arrival of the young couple the night before? Did anyone ask

about their welfare? Did anyone comment on the pregnancy

of the girl on the donkey?...

“Who had time to talk about them when there was so much excitement
in the air? Augustus did the economy of Bethlehem a favor when he
decreed that a census should be taken. Who could remember when
such commerce had hit the village?

“No, it was doubtful that anyone mentioned the couple’s arrival
or wondered about the condition of the girl. They were too busy.
The day was upon them. The day’s bread had to be made.

The morning’s chores had to be done. There was too much to do
to imagine that the impossible had occurred.

“God had entered the world as a baby.”
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t “The Arrival.” Music by TOM FETTKE. © Copyright 2004 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP). All rights reserved.
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(ASCAP). All rights reserved.
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“No, it was doubtful...”
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“...entered the world as a Baby.”
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The shaded musical introduction allows you to present “Bethlehem” independently or as part of a concert or pageant.

1 “Bethlehem.” Words and Music by REBECCA J. PECK. © Copyright 2004 Thomas Peck Music
(P. O. Box 190, Spring Hill, TN 37174) (BMI). All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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1 “O Little Town of Bethlehem”
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1 “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” Words by PHILLIPS BROOKS. Music by LEWIS H. REDNER.

Arrangement © copyright 2004 Van Ness Press, Inc. (ASCAP). All rights reserved.
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