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John 20:19-23 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the 
week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he 
showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.



John 20:19-23 
21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending 
you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from 
any, it is withheld.”



John 20:21
21...As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you.



It’s not about you. The purpose of your life is far 
greater than your personal fulfillment, your peace of 
mind, or even your happiness. It’s far greater than your 
family, your career, or even your wildest dreams and 
ambitions. If you want to know why you were placed 
on this planet you must begin with God.

...The search for the purpose of life has puzzled people 
for thousands of years. That’s because we typically 
begin from the wrong starting point – ourselves. 



We ask self-centered questions like What do I want to 
be? What should I do with my life? What are my goals, 
my ambitions, my dreams for my future?

...You didn’t create yourself so there’s no way you can 
tell yourself what you were created for.

- Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life, pg. 17-18



Purpose is determined by The Sender, not the 
one sent.



2 Corinthians 5:20

Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God.



Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”



Matthew 28:19-20
19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”



2 Corinthians 2:14

But thanks be to God, who in Christ always 
leads us in triumphal procession, and 
through us spreads the fragrance of the 
knowledge of him everywhere.



Focus on bringing Christ to people, not people to 
Christ.



Acts 3:17-26
17 “And now, brothers, I know that you acted in 
ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 But what God 
foretold by the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ
would suffer, he thus fulfilled. 19 Repent therefore, and 
turn back, that your sins may be blotted out, 20 that times 
of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, 
and that he may send the Christ appointed for you, 
Jesus, 21 whom heaven must receive until the time for 
restoring all the things about which God spoke by the 
mouth of his holy prophets long ago. 



Acts 3:17-26
22 Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a 
prophet like me from your brothers. You shall listen to 
him in whatever he tells you. 23 And it shall be that every 
soul who does not listen to that prophet shall be 
destroyed from the people.’ 24 And all the prophets who 
have spoken, from Samuel and those who came after 
him, also proclaimed these days.



Acts 3:17-26
25 You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant 
that God made with your fathers, saying to Abraham, 
‘And in your offspring shall all the families of the earth 
be blessed.’ 26 God, having raised up his servant, sent him 
to you first, to bless you by turning every one of you 
from your wickedness.”



Acts 17:22-31
22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: 
“Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are 
very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the 
objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this 
inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you 
worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 



Acts 17:22-31
24 The God who made the world and everything in it, 
being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 
temples made by man, 25 nor is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26 

And he made from one man every nation of mankind to 
live on all the face of the earth, having determined 
allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling 
place, 27 that they should seek God, and perhaps feel 
their way toward him and find him. 



Acts 17:22-31

Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28 for

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’;

as even some of your own poets have said,

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’
29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think 
that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an 
image formed by the art and imagination of man. 



Acts 17:22-31
30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he 
commands all people everywhere to repent, 31 because 
he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and 
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 
the dead.”



Application
1. What can you do to become the fragrance of 

Christ?

2. Think about someone you see on a regular 
basis. Ask the Lord how you can connect the 
gospel in a way that connects with them.


