1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to
be an apostle, set apart for the gospel
2f God, which he promised beforchand
though his prophets in the holy Scriptares,
cancerning his Son, wha was descended
from David according to the flesh and was
declared to be the Son of Ged in power
according b the Spirit of holiness by his
resurrecfion from the deod, Jesus Christ our
Lord, thmugh whom we have received grace
and apestleship to bring about the obedience
of faith for the sake of his name among all
the nations, including you who are called
o belong to Jesus Chist, To all those in
Rome who are loved by God and called to be
saints:CGrace to you and peace from Cod our
Father and the Lond Jesus Christ

Farst, I thank my Ged through Jesus

Christ for all of you, becauze your faith is
prochimed in all the wodd. For God i my
witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the
gospel of his Son, that without ceasing I
mention you always in my prayers, asking
that somehow by God's will I may now at last
succeed in coming to you. For I long to see
you, that I may impart to you some spiritual
gift to serengthen you — that is, that we ma)
be mutally encournged by zach others faith,
bath yours and mine. I de not want you to be
unaware, brothers, that T have often intend=d
to come ta you (but thus far have been
prevent=d), in order that I may reap some
harvest among you as well as among the rest
of the Gentiles. I am under obligation both
to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise
and to the foolish. 5o I am eager to preach
the gospel to you also who are in Rome

For L am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is
the powerof God for mlvation to everyone
who belizves, to the Jew first and alsa t the

they know God's rightrous decree that those

who practice such things deserve to die, they

not only do them but ghve approval to thess
them.

who practice
2 Therefare you have no excuse, O man,
every one of you who judges. For in
passing judgment on ancther pou condemn
yoursel, because you,
the judge,

practice the
very same things:
We know tha the
judgment of Cod
sightly falls on. those
who practice such things.
Do you supposz, O

man —you whe judge
those who practice
such things and yet

escape
the judgment
of God?
Or

do you
presume

on the riches
his kindness.
and forbearance

of

and patience, not
Tenowing that God's
Kindness is meant to
lead you to repentance?
But because of your hard
and impenitent heart you
are storing up wrath for

Greek For in it the righ fCod is
sevealed from fuith for faith, as it is written,
“The righteous ehall live by fiith”

For the wrath of God i revealed from beaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness
af men, who by their unrighteousness
suppress the truth, For what can be lnown,
about God i plain to them, because God has
shown it to themn. For his invisible attributes,
his eternal power and divine natare,
have been cleasdy perceived, ever since the
creation of the world, in the things that
have been made. So they are without excuse.,
For although they knew God, they did not
honar him as Ged or give thanks to him,
‘but they became futile in their thinking,
and their foolish hearts were darkened.
Claiming to be wise, they became fook,
and exchanged the glory of the immortal
God for images resembling mortal man
and birds and animals and creeping things.
Therefore God gave them up in the husts of
their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring
of their bodies among themsehves, because
they exchanged the truth about God for a lie
and worshiped and served the creature rather
than the Creator, who is blessed forever!
Amen, For this reason God gave them up
to dishonarsble passions. For their women
exchanged natural relitions for those that
are contrary to nature; and the men likewise
gave up natural relations with women and
were consumed with passion for one ancthes,
men committing shumeless acts with men
and receiving in themselves the due penalty
for their emor. And since they did not s
fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up

to a drhased mind o do what cnahe not e

1f an the day of
wrath when Goef
righteous judgment
will be mvealed.
He will render

to each one
aceording
his woks:
those who
patience
well-doing
for glory
honor
immartality,
hewil
eternal life;
for those
who are self-
seeking and
do not obey the
truth, but cbey
unrightecusness,
thee will ba wrath
and fary. There will be
tribulation and distress
for cvery human being who
does evil, the Jew first and also
the Greck, but glory and honor
and peace for everyane who does good,
the Jew first and also the Greek. For God
shows no partiality.

For all wha have sinned without the o will
also perish withaut the law; and all whe have
sinned under the law will be judged by the
Taw. Far it is niot the hearers of the Law who
are rightecus befor God, but the doers of the
Taw wha will be justified, For when Gentiles,
whn dn nathmve the law b natire do whar

the secrets of men by Chirist Jesus. But if you

call yousself a Tew and rely on the Lisr and

boast in God and know his will and approve
e

ause

what is excellent,

u are instructed
from the law; and i
you are surs that you
yourselfare a guide
to the blind, 2 light to those wha
are in daskness, an instroctor of
the foalish, a teacher of children,
having in the law the embodiment
of knowledge and truth — you
then who teach others, do you not
teach yourself? While you preach

against stealing, do you steal?
You who say that one must not
cammit adultery, o you commit
adultery? You wh abhor idels,
do you rob temples? You whe
boast in the low dishonor God
by breaking the Law. Foz, as it
is written, " The name of Ged is
blasphemed ameng the Gentiles
berause of you,” For cimumcision
indeed iz of value if you obey
the law, but if you break the
Iaw, your circumcision becomes
unchrcumcision. So, if a man
who s uncircumcised the
precepts of the Lum; wil not his
uncircumeision be regarded as
circumcision? Then he who is
physically uncircumcised but
kemeps the low will condemn
you who have

the
written

code and
circumeision
‘bt break the law. For no one is o Jew
who is merely one outwardly, nor is
circumcisien cutward and physical. Buta
Jew is one imwardly, and circumcision is
matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the
lecter. His praise is not from man bat from
God.

Then what advantage has the Jew?
Or what is the value of circumcision?
Much in every wy T begin with, the Jews
were entrusted with the oracles of God.
What if some were unfaithful? Does their
faithlessness oullify the faithfulness of God?
By no means! Let God be true though every
one wene a liar, as it is written, “That you may
be justified in your words, and prevail when

you are

But if cur unrightecusness serves to show
the rightscusness of God, what shall we
say? That God is unrighteous to inflice
wrath on us? (1 speak in a human
way) By no means! Fer then bowr
could God judge the world? But if
thuugh my lie God's truth abounds
ta his glory, why am I still being
condemned as a sinner? And why
not do evil that good may come? — as some
people slanderously charge us with saying;
Their condemnation = just.
What then? Are we Jews any better off? No,
ot at all. For we have aleady charged that
all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it
is written:

Mane is fichtenms nonatone: no one

*The venom of asps is under their lips.”
*Their mauth iz full of curses and bitterness”

*Their feet are swift to shed
Elood; din their paths are
ruin and misery, and the
ey of peace they have
notknown.”

“There is no fear of
God before their

cames knowledge of

sin.

But now the

the law, although the Law and the
Frophees bear witness to it — the
righteousnes: of God through
faith in Jesus Chirist for all
who believe. For there is
no distinetion: for all
have sinned and fall
shert of the glary
of God, and am
justified by his grace
a3 1 gift, through
the redemption

that s in Christ.

Jesus, whom Gad

put forward as

a propitiation by

his bloed, to be mceived by faith. This was
to show God's rightecusness, becanse in his
divine forbearance he had passed over former
sins. It was to show his rightecusness at the
present time, zo that he might be just and
the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is
excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of
wodks? No, but by the law of faith. For we
hold that cne is justified by faith apart from
wodks of the law: Or is God the God of Jews
only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also?
Yes, of Gentiles abio, since God is one —whe
will justifyr the circumcised by faith and the
uncircumeised theough faith, Do we then
averthrow the low by this faith? By oo means!
On the contrary, we uphold the Lo,

m.mmgm..nu..ngumw

“Blessed are those whose lowless deeds are
fargiven, and whose sins are covered; blessed
is the man against whom the Lord will not

count his sin.”

s this blessing
then anly
for the
cireumcised,
oralsa

for the

uncircumeised?

w amy that faith

counted to him? Was it
‘before or after he had

been circumcised? It was
not after, but before he was
circumcised. He received the
sign of sircumeision as  szal
of the righteousness that he

‘had by faith while he was still
uncircumcised. The purpose was
o make him the father of all whe
believe without being circumncised, so
that rightecusness would be counted

ta them as well,
and to make him
the father of the
circumeised who are
not merely cirumeised
but who ako walk in
the footsteps of the
faith that our father
Abrabam had before
he was

circumcised.

Far the promise to Abrabam and his
offspring that he would be heir of the
world did not come through the low but
through the rightecusness of faith. Far
if it 5 the adherents of the law who are
o be the heirs, faith iz null and the
promise s void, For the law brings
wrath, but where there is no law
there is no trans) . That is
why it depends on faith, in ocder
that the promise may rest on
grace and be guaranteed o all
his offspring —not only to the
adheeent of the law but also

to the one who shares the
faith of Abraham, who is
the father of us all, as it
written, T have made you
father of many nations™

the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist. In hope he believed against
hope, that he should become the father of
many nations, as he had been told, *So shall
your offspring be” He did not weaken in
faith when he considered his own body,
which was as good as dead (since he was
about a hundred years o), or when he

idered the b f Sarabis momb.

Abraham, ou
the Hesh? For if Abraham was justified
wodks, he has something to boast about, but
not before God. For what does the Scripture
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was
counted to him as dghtecusness."Now to the

ane who mrrdes his mames are nor conneed

Mo unbelicf made him waver concerning
the promise of God, but he grew strang

in his faith as he gave glory to God, fally
comvinced that God was able to do what
he had promised. That is why his faith was

Feamnted to him as richteousness” But the

counted to Abrabam as
righteousness. How then

Therefare, since we hive been justified

by faith, we have peace with God
theough our Lard Jesus Christ. Through him.

we have akio obtained access by faith

into this grace in which we stand,
and we rejaice in hope of the glory
of God. Not only that, but we
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing
that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not
put us to shame, because God's
lowe has been poured into cur
hearts through the Holy Spisie
who has been given to us. For
while we were still weale, at the right time
Christ died for the ungodhy. For one will
scarcely die for a righteous person —though
perhaps for a geod person one would dare
even to die — but Ged shows his love for us
in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. Since, therefore, we have now been
justified by his blood, much more shall we be
smved by him from the wrath of God, For if
while we were eocmics we were reconciled
ta God by the death of his Son, mach mare,
now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved
by his life. More than that, we alsc rejoice in
God threugh our Loed Jesus Christ, through
whom we have
reconciliation.

now mecenved

Thecefore,

as sin came
the world

theugh
one man,

and
death

indeed was in the wodd
befare the low was given,
but sin is not counted
where there is oo law: Yet
death reigned from Adam
to Moses, sven over those
whose sinning was oot Like
the transgression of Adam,
who was a type of the one wha
was to come But the
free gift is not like
the trespass. For if
many died through
one man's tre: much more have the g
of God and the free gift by the grace of that
one man Jesus Christ abounded for many
And the free gift is not like the msult of that
one man's sin. For the judgment following
one trespass brought condsmnation, but the

thoough righteousness keading to evernal Life
theough Jesus Christ our Lord,

What shall we say then? Are we to
6 cortone oo that grace may abound?
By no means! How can we who died to sin
still Ive in it? Do you not know that all of
us whe have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into his death? We were buried
thepefore with him by baptism into death, in
order that, just as Christ
was raised from the
dead by the glory
of the Father,
we too might
walk

of life.
For

we
have
been
united
with him
ina death
like bis, we
shall certainty be
united with him in

a resurrection like his.
We know that our old
self was crucified with him

in arder that the body of sin
might be brought to nothing,
50 that we would no longer be
enslaved to sin. For one who
‘has died has been set free from
sin. Now if we have died with
Christ, we belisve that we
will alsx [ve with him. We
Jenow that Christ, being
raised from the
dead, will never
die agnin; death
no longer has
dominicn cver him. For the death he died he
died o sin, ence for all, but the Life he Lives
he Lives to God. So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to Godin
Christ Jesus. Let not sin thenfore ign in
your martal bady, to make you obey its

sons. Do not present your members to

sin as instruments for unrighteousness,

but present yourselves to God as those
who have been brought from death

to life, and your members to God as
instruments for dghteousness. For
sin will have no dominion over you,
since you are not under law but
under grace.

What then? Are we
o zin because we
are not under law
but under grace?
By no means! Do you not know that if you
present yourselves to anyone as obedient
alaves, you are slaves of the one whom you
abey, either of sin, which leads to death, or
of abedience, which keads to righteousness?
But thanks be to Ged, that you who were

free gift following many trespasses brought
justifization. For if, because of one mans
trespass, death reigned though that one
man, much more will those who mreive
the abundance of grace and the free gift of
righteousness seign in life through the one
man Jesus Christ. Therefore, a5 one trespass
Ied tn condemnation for all men, so one
act of richtennaness leads to mstification

L of sin have become cbedient
from the heart to the standard of teaching
to which you were committed, and, having
bemn set free fom sin, have become slaves
of righteousness. ] am speaking in hurman
terms, because o f your natural limitations. For
just as you once presented your members as
slaves to impurity and to lowlessness leading

#n more |
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from sin and have become slaves of God, the
fruit you get leads to sanctification and its

end, eternal life. For the wages of sin is death,

bt the free gift of God s sternal Life in
Christ Jesus aur Lord.

Or do you not know, brothers —for 1
am speaking to those who keow the
lmw —that the law iz binding on 2 persan

anly as Jong s he lves? For a married woman

is bound by
law to her
husband
while he
lives, bue if
her husband dies she
released from the low
marriage. Accordingly,
she will be called an
adulteress if she Lives with anather man while
her husband is alive. But if her husband dies,
she is free from that law, and if she marries
another man she is not an adulteress.
Likewise, my brothers, pou also have
died to the o through the body of
Christ, 5o that you may belong to
another, to him who has been
raised from the dead, in order
that we may bear fruit for
God. For

of

do it, but sin that dwells within me. 5o I find
it to be a law that when I want to do nght,
«evil lies close at hand, For I delight in the
law of God, in my inner being, but I see in
my members another low waging war against
the law of my mind and making me captive
ta the law of sin that dwells in my members.
Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver
me from this body of death? Thanks be to
God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 5o then,
T myself serve the law of God with my mind,
but with my flesh T serve the low of sin.

8 There is therefore now no
:oud:mmn ﬁ:r H:m: wl:o are in
Christ fr

?
aof
T,

oft!
not &

s

who are in the flesh canoot please

however, are not in the flesh bt in the Spirit,

if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyane

at work in sur
members to bear
fruit for death. But

now we am released from
the law, having died to that
which held us captive, o
that we serve in the new wiy
of the Spirit and not in the
aldway of the written code.

What then shall we say? That
the law is sin? By no means!
Vet if it had not been for the law,
I would not have known sin. For I
would not have known what it is to covet if’
the law had not said, “You shall not cover.”
But sin, seizing an opportunity through the
commandment, produced in me all kinds of
covetousness, For apart from the law, sin lies
dead. I was once alive apart from the law,
but when the commandment came, sin came
alive and I died. The very commandment
that proenised Iife preved to be death to me.
For sin, seizing; an opportunity through the
commandment, deceived me and through

it Jilled me. So the law is baly, and the
commandment is holy and righteous and
good. Dhd that which is good, then, bring
death to me? By no means! It was sin,
producing desth in me through what i
geod, in order that sin might be shown to be
sin, and through the commandment might
‘become sinful bepond measure. For we know
that the Law is spirital, but T amn of the flesh,
scld under sin. For I do not understand my
own actions. For I do not dowhat T want,
but I do the very thing I hate Now if 1 do
what Ido not want, I agree with the law, that

itis mond, Sn now itis no loneer Twha A

whio does not
have the Spirit of
Chist does not belong
to him. But if Christ is in
you, although the body is dead
besause of sin, the Spirit is

creation waits with eager bonging for the
revealing of the sons of God. For the creation
was subjected to futilicy, not willingly, bue
because of him wha subjected it, in hope
that the coeation itself will be set free from
its bondage to corruption and obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of
God. For we know that the whole creation
has been groaning together in the pains
of childbirth until now. And not only the
creation, but we curselves, who have the
fiestfruits of the Spirit, groan imwardly as
we wait eagedly for adoption as sons, the
mption of our bodies. For in this hope
we were saved. Now hope thatis seen is oot
= Sox what he sees? But if
o not see, we wait for
= the Spirit helps us
ke what to
it himeelf
iags o deep for
% hearts knows
pirit, because the
mm: according to
rhat for these
“ther for
“ording to
+sekonew
1t the
mizht be
4
o,
tified,
alio glorified,

Wihat then shall we say 1o these things? If
God is for us, who can be against us? He
who did nor spase his own Son but gave him
up for us all, bow will be not also with him
graciously give us all things? Who shall bring
any chargy aguinst Gods elect? It is God
whio justifies, Wha iz to condemn? Christ
Jesus is the ane wha dird —more than that,
who was rised —who is at the right hand of
God, who indesd is interceding for us. Who
shall separate us from the lowe of Cheist?
Ehall tﬁuhﬂmmdﬂrﬂ,orpﬂmmm

lfle because of righ
the Spirit of him who mised Jesus
from the dead dwells in

you, he who raised
Christ Jesus
from the

will
also give
lfe £0 yous mortal
bodies thiough his
Spirit who dwells in you.

So then, brothers, we are
debtors, not to the Besh,
1o live according to the
flesh, Foor if you Live

according to the

flesh you will
die, but if by the
Spirit you t 1o
death the deeds of the

body, you will Live, Far allwhe are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God, For you did
not meceive the spirit of slavery to fall back.
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of
adoption as sons, by whom we cry, *Abbal
Father!"The Spirit himself bears witness
with cur spirit thatwe are childeen of God,
and if children then heim —heirs of God

IF

T or dness, or danger, or sword?
As it s written, "For your sake we ans being
Killed al the day long; we are reganded as
sheep to be slughtered.”

Mo, in all these things we are more than
conquerors through him whe Joved us. Far I
am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor things ta
comme, nor powess, nor height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us fom the love of God in Christ
Jesus cur Lond.

9 I am speaking the truth in Christ —I
am oot lying; my conscience bears me
witness in the Holy Spirit — that T have
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my
heart. For I could wish that I myself wers
accursed and cut off from Christ for the
sake of my bothers, my kinsmen according
ta the flesh. They are Isnelites, and to them
‘belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants,
the giving of the law, the worship, and the
promises. To them belong the patriarchs,
and from their race, according to the flesh,
is the Christ, who is God over all, Blessed
forever. Amen. But it is not as though the
word of God has failed. For not all who are
descended from Israel belong to Israel, and
not all are children of Abraham because they
are his offepring, but *Through Traac shall
your effspring be named. " This means that
it ie net the children of the Arch who are
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Romans 13:1-14

TLet every person be subject to the
governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that
exist have been instituted by

God. 2Therefore whoever resists the
authorities resists what God has appointed,



Romans 13:1-14

and those who resist will incur
judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to

good conduct, but to bad. Would you have
no fear of the one who is in authority? Then

do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, 4for he is God's servant for your



Romans 13:1-14

good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is
the servant of God, an avenger who carries
out God's wrath on the

wrongdoer. ®° Therefore one must be in
subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath



Romans 13:1-14

but also for the sake of conscience. ®For
because of this you also pay taxes, for the
authorities are ministers of God, attending
to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to
them: taxes to whom taxes are owed,
revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect



Romans 13:1-14

to whom respect is owed, honor to whom
honor is owed.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each
other, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. ®For the
commandments, “You shall not commit



Romans 13:1-14

adultery, You shall not murder, You shall
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any
other commandment, are summed up In
this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 19 Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of



Romans 13:1-14

the law.

1M Besides this you know the time, that the
hour has come for you to wake from

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we first believed. 1?The night is far
gone; the day is at hand. So then let us cast



Romans 13:1-14

off the works of darkness and put on the
armor of light. 13Let us walk properly as in
the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness,
not in sexual immorality and sensuality, not
in quarreling and jealousy. *But put on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision



Romans 13:1-14

for the flesh, to gratify its desires.



Leader: The Word of the Lord
Congregation: Amen! Praise be to God!



The General Principle -

Christians should be subject to their
government



Romans 13:1

TLet every person be subject to the

governing authorities.



We subject ourselves to government
because God has placed leaders in authority



Romans 13:1-2

1... Forthere is no authority except from
God, and those that exist have been
instituted by God. 2Therefore whoever
resists the authorities resists what God has

appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment.




How do we subject ourselves to our
government?

. By obeying its laws (doing good)



Romans 13:3-4

3For rulers are not a terror to good
conduct, but to bad. Would you have no

fear of the one who is in authority? Then do
whatis good, and you will receive his

approval, 4for he is God's servant for your
good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he




Romans 13:3-4

does not bear the sword in vain. For he is
the servant of God, an avenger who carries
out God's wrath on the wrongdoer.




How do we subject ourselves to our
government?

. By obeying its laws.

. By paying what we owe.



Romans 13:6-7

5 For because of this you also pay taxes, for
the authorities are ministers of God,
attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what
IS owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are

owed, revenue to whom revenue Is owed,

respect to whom respect is owed, honor to
whom honor is owed.




One of God’s primary purposes for
government is protecting its citizens from
harm and anarchy



Romans 13:8-10

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each

other, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. ° For the
commandments, “You shall not commit

adultery, You shall not murder, You shall
not steal, You shall not covet,” and any
other commandment, are summed up In



Romans 13:8-10

this word: “You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” 1°Love does no wrong to a

heighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of

the law.




Luke 7:47

4’Therefore | tell you, her sins, which are
many, are forgiven—for she loved much.
But he who is forgiven little, loves little.



Romans 13:11-14

11 Besides this you know the time, that the
hour has come for you to wake from

sleep. For salvation is nhearer to us how
than when we first believed. 2The night is
far gone; the day is at hand. So then let

us cast off the works of darkness and put
on the armor of light. 13 Let us walk properly




Romans 13:11-14

as in the daytime, not in orgies and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and
sensuality, not in quarreling and

jealousy. ¥ But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to
gratify its desires.



Application

1. Pray more and criticize less re: our
government officials.

2. Towhom can you extend the gracious
love you’ve received?

3. Answer the wake-up call to represent
Christ wherever you go.
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