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1 Peter 5:5-7
5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the 
elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility 
toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but 
gives grace to the humble.”

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he 
cares for you.
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If you live in unrepentant pride
there will always be a divide



1 Peter 5:5

5 Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward 
one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives 
grace to the humble.”
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1 Corinthians 4:7

7 For who sees anything different in you? What do 
you have that you did not receive? If then you 
received it, why do you boast as if you did not 
receive it?
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Pride tells
● You do not follow all of Scripture

● You are the source of your gifts

● There is a level of entitlement

● There is a pharisaic spirit



Matthew 23:27

27 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
For you are like whitewashed tombs, which 
outwardly appear beautiful, but within are full of 
dead people's bones and all uncleanness.



If you live in unrepentant pride
there will always be a divide
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● Inwardly against leadership

● Dividers



1 Peter 5:6-7

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt 
you, 7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he 
cares for you.
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Godly Shepherd Qualities

● They are humble

● They have strong integrity

● They teach and preach sound doctrine

● They love God’s people
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Ungodly Characteristics

● They are prideful

● They are dishonest

● They care more about their own 
kingdom, rather than God’s kingdom



Ezekiel 34:2-3
2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of 
Israel; prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lord says: Woe to you shepherds of 
Israel who only take care of yourselves! Should not 
shepherds take care of the flock? 3 You eat the 
curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter 
the choice animals, but you do not take care of the 
flock.



Matthew 18:16

16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others 
along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses.
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Application

1. Acknowledge our need for earthly 
shepherds

2. Encourage a shepherd

3. Pray for your leaders this week



If you live in unrepentant pride
there will always be a divide




