-~ -Abiding in the Vine

Cultivating Love, Joy, and Peace:
A Guide to Spiritual Growth

Apart from Me you can do nothing. — John 15:5
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MANUFACTURED:

The result of straining,
striving, and self-effort.

Fruit is Produced, Not Manufactured

In the lifecycle of a plant, a branch never strains or groans to produce fruit.
It simply stays connected. If a branch abides in the vine, fruit is the inevitable
overflow. Spiritual fruit is not the result of personality or "spiritual hype. It is

the natural consequence of a life connected to Christ.

PRODUCLD:

The inevitable overflow
of connection.




Plural.
Fragmented.
Exhausting.

Plural Works vs. Singular Fruit

In Galatians 5, Paul makes a grammatical
shift. The "works" of the flesh are
plural, indicating fragmentation. But
the "fruit" of the Spirit is singular. While
It has many flavors—Love, Joy, Peace—it
is one unified reality of character.

FRUIT

Singular.
Unified.
Whole.
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The First Flavors of a Connected Life

These are not shallow emotions or fleeting feelings; they are deep
spiritual realities rooted in the act of abiding.

Love (Agapé) Joy (Chara) Peace (Eiréné)
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Agape (ayann)
[ah-gah-pay]
Covenantal, self-giving love. Distinct from affection or attraction.

Agapé is love that chooses, acts, and sacrifices for the good of
another, regardless of their worthiness.

Natural Love Agape Love
Based on how lovable Based on how deeply connected
the other person is. we are to the Source.
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By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another. — John 13:35
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The Orchard of the Soul

Think of a fruit tree in an orchard. It is rooted and nourished. When

a believer abides, Agapé shows up in unexpected places: patience with
difficult people, forgiveness when wronged, and kindness without

applause.

Love is the crowning grace of Christianity, and that

which most resembles God. — Jonathan Edwards
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Chara (xapoc)
[khah-rah]
Derived from the word ‘charis’ (grace).

Biblical joy is the delight of the soul rooted in God’s grace,
not in changing circumstances.

Happiness Joy
Dependent on happenings and A deep gladness anchored in
external circumstances. Christ, distinct from emotion.

Though you have not seen him, you love him... and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory. — 1 PEteﬁENj;:Em -



A Song at Midnight

In Acts 16, Paul and Silas were in prison—backs beaten, feet
fastened. Yet, at midnight, they sang. This is Chara: not the denial
of pain, but the defiance of despair because Christ is present.

Spiritual joy is a supernatural delight in God
and in the things of God. — John Piper
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Eirene (cipnvn)
li-ray-nay] 1'

Wholeness, harmony, and rest.
Closely related to the Hebrew ‘Shalom’—life as
it should be under God's rule. |

Worldly Peace Godly Peace
The temporary absence of A relational wholeness flowing
conflict or trouble. from reconciliation with God.

The peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. — Philippians 4:7
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The Anchor in the Storm

Picture a harbor during a storm. The
waves rage outside, but the ship
anchored within remains secure.
Christian peace doesn’'t mean the
storm disappears; it means the soul
is anchored.

The peace of the believer is not from the absence of trouble, but from the presence of God. — Thomas Watson
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The Gardener’s Knife

| am the true vine, and my Father is
the vinedresser... every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. — John 15:1-2

Pruning is painful, but it is not
punishment. It is preparation. The
Gardener removes what no longer
gives life so that new growth can
emerge.
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The Neglect The Pruning The Restoration

The Parable of the Neglected Tree

The problem wasn't death; it was neglect. The Gardener restored the tree not by removing it, but by pruning it. He removed the

tangle of old growth. Season by season, buds appeared, then blossoms, then fruit—sweeter and more abundant than before.
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To the Tired and Wounded
You may feel thin where love should be, anxious where peace should reign, or weary where joy
once lived. But if you belong to Christ, hear this clearly:

“You are still on the Vine. The life of Jesus
has not stopped flowing toward you.”

As you abide, He grows in you a love that keeps forgiving, a peace that keeps trusting,
and a joy that keeps singing.
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From Glory to Glory

Love, joy, peace—His Spirit is at work in you,
The fruit of the Spirit, faithful and true.

He's shaping your heart, your words, your ways—

The character of Jesus, formed now in you.
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From glory to glory, we are being made new.



Stay Close.
Stay Connected.

The righteous flourish like the
palm tree and grow like a cedar
iIn Lebanon. They are

planted in the house of the
Lord; they flourish in the
courts of our God.

— Psalm 92:12-13

Stop striving. Start abiding.
Let the Spirit bear His
beautiful fruit in you.
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