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TITLE: COME ALL YE FAITHFUL - JOY
BIG IDEA: The qift of Joy is found in God’s presence!

ICE BREAKER: What brings you the most Joy in life¢

MAIN SCRIPTURE:
Luke 2:1-20

The Birth of Jesus

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place whilelel Quirinius was governor of
Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 4So Joseph also went up from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judeaq, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he
belonged to the house and line of David. $He went there to register with Mary, who was
pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. ¢ While they were there, the time
came for the baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him
in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. # An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were terrified. 19 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. | bring you
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You wiill
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 15 When the angels
had left them and gone intfo heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’'s go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So
they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the

manger. 7 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told
them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to
them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.



OPENING THOUGHTS:

We often confuse the difference between Happiness and Joy. | wholeheartedly believe
that Happiness can come from almost anything at any moment, but Joy comes only from
the Lord. As fast as happiness is produced in our lives, it leaves. However, joy is not
produced by circumstances, comfort, or people. Joy comes from choosing delight in
Jesus no matter where you are or what you're going through. We all need to receive the
Gift of Joy, so let’s talk about some of the ways that we can receive this gift.

MAIN POINTS:
RECEIVING THE GIFT OF JOY
* JOY IS MAKING ROOM FOR GOD v.7 (Because there was no guest room available for
them)
 JOY HAPPENS WHILE WE'RE WORKING v.8 (Keeping watch over their flocks)
* WE ARE NOT SCARED INTO JOY! v.10 (Do not Be Afraid)
e JOYIS A CHOICE v. 15-16 (Let's Go, So they Hurried offl)
* JOY IS MEANT TO BE SHARED v.17-20 (Spread the Word, All who heard)

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:
1. How do we see people making room for Jesus in this story?2 Why do you think the
Shepherds were afraid?e
2. How do we see Joy tied to a choice in this story?2 How do we see Joy being spread
in this storye

FURTHER STUDY:

CHALLENGE:
Where do you need to make room for God?
* |sthere Joy in your work?
* Are you Fearful or Joyful?
* What are you choosing this Christmas?
* Are you sharing the Gift of Joy?

CLOSING PRAYER:

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is discord, union. Where there is doubt, faith. Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light. Where there is sadness, joy. Where there is injury, pardon. O
Divine Master, grant that | may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be
understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love; For it is in giving that we receive, It is
in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. —St.
Francis of Assisi




