
ISAIAH 42 THE SERVANT KING:Justice Without 
Bruising 
Primary Text: Isaiah 42:1–7 
Supporting Texts: Matthew 12:18–21; Micah 6:8; Luke 4:18–19 

INTRO — The Kind of Justice We Expect 

Family, when most people hear the word justice, they picture force. 

They picture: 

●​ power pushing back 
●​ wrongdoers crushed 
●​ loud victories 
●​ strong personalities 
●​ decisive domination 

Because in our world, justice usually arrives with volume… and velocity. 

Fast. Loud. Overpowering. 

I was watching a strongman competition recently. Massive athletes. 
One event was simple: pick up the heaviest object possible and slam it 
down. 

And the crowd loved it. 

Because something in us instinctively associates strength with 
smashing. 

If it’s strong, it must be loud. 



If it’s powerful, it must be forceful. 

If it brings justice, it must come crushing. 

And that instinct is exactly what Isaiah 42 confronts. 

Isaiah introduces us to a Servant King whose justice feels almost… 
surprising. 

Not weak — but gentle. 

Not passive — but patient. 

Not compromising — but compassionate. 

And as we draw closer to the cross, Isaiah wants us to see something 
clearly: 

God’s justice does not look like the kingdoms of this world. 

So here’s our Big Idea today: The Servant King doesn’t crush the 
broken—He restores them. 

READ THE TEXT — Isaiah 42:1–7 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold,​
    my chosen one in whom I delight;​
I will put my Spirit on him,​
    and he will bring justice to the nations. 

2 He will not shout or cry out,​
    or raise his voice in the streets. 



3A bruised reed he will not break,​
    and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.​
In faithfulness he will bring forth justice; 

4 he will not falter or be discouraged​
till he establishes justice on earth.​
    In his teaching the islands will put their hope.” 

5 This is what God the LORD says—​
the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out,​
    who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it,​
    who gives breath to its people,​
    and life to those who walk on it: 

6  “I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness;​
    I will take hold of your hand.​
I will keep you and will make you​
    to be a covenant for the people​
    and a light for the Gentiles, 

7 to open eyes that are blind,​
    to free captives from prison​
    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness. 

1. THE SERVANT IS CHOSEN AND DELIGHTED IN BY GOD (v.1) 

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I 
delight…” 

This is the first major Servant Song in Isaiah. 



Isaiah is speaking to a people who expected a political liberator. Assyria 
is rising. Judah feels vulnerable. The people want a warrior king like 
David. 

But instead of announcing a conquering general, God says: 

“Here is my servant…” 

That would have been shocking in the ancient world. Kings did not 
primarily identify themselves as servants. Yet God’s chosen ruler is 
defined first by service, not dominance. 

The Hebrew word for servant is ʿeved. It can mean slave, royal servant, 
covenant representative, or commissioned agent. In Isaiah, it becomes 
a messianic title. 

A ruler who serves. A servant who reigns. 

And notice the intimacy: “My chosen… my delight…” 

Before Jesus performs a miracle… before He preaches a sermon… 
before He heals a single person… 

The Father delights in Him. 

Matthew makes the connection explicit. At Jesus’ baptism we hear: “This 
is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 

Family, this matters deeply. 

Because the kingdom of God is not driven by performance for approval, 
but by identity flowing from delight. 

Jesus ministers from secure sonship, not anxious striving. 



2. THE SERVANT BRINGS JUSTICE — BUT NOT LIKE EXPECTED (vv.2–3) 

Isaiah now gives us 3 shocks. 

1.​ Quiet strength “He will not shout or cry out…” 

In the ancient Near East, kings demonstrated authority through public 
spectacle — loud proclamations, military displays, visible intimidation. 

But the Servant King advances differently. 

The language suggests restrained authority. Not weakness. Controlled 
power. 

Loud is not the same as strong. 

2.​ Tender power “A bruised reed he will not break…” 

The word “bruised” means crushed, damaged, hanging by a thread. 

Reeds grew thick along the Jordan and Nile. They were used for 
measuring rods, musical pipes, and writing pens. But once bent or 
cracked, they were discarded. A bruised reed had no economic value. 

Normal kings discard the weak. The Servant King restores them. 

3.​ Patient Restoration “A smoldering wick he will not snuff out…” 

Picture a small clay oil lamp barely flickering. Most people would pinch 
the wick out and replace it. 

But the Servant King does something different. 

He tends the flame. 



If you have ever tried to restart a candle that is barely alive, you know 
the instinct. You do not blow hard. You cup your hand. You lean close. 
You breathe gently. 

That is the posture of Jesus toward fragile people. 

The world discards the weak. Jesus restores the fragile. 

Remember: He doesn’t crush the broken—He restores them. 

PERSONAL STORY — Isaiah 42 in Real Life 

And family, I have seen Jesus do this in real life. 

There was a season when a man started coming around our church — 
quiet, guarded, clearly carrying a lot. 

If you talked with him for more than a few minutes, you could tell life 
had taken some hard swings at him. 

Disappointment. Failure. Choices he regretted. Wounds he did not talk 
about much. Spiritually, he was not on fire. 

If we are being honest… he was barely flickering. 

And I remember thinking — maybe you have thought this about 
someone before — 

“If he does not get serious soon, he is going to burn out completely.” 

But here is what I watched Jesus do. No shaming. No crushing. No 
public exposure. 

 Just patient, steady grace.  Through worship. Through community. 
Through people who stayed close. Through moments of honest prayer. 



And slowly — not overnight — slowly… 

The flame started coming back. Hope returned. Joy softened his face. 
Faith began to grow again. 

Family, that is Isaiah 42 in real time. The world would have written him 
off. But the Servant King does not break bruised reeds. And He does 
not snuff out smoldering wicks. He restores them. 

3. THIS GENTLENESS IS NOT WEAKNESS — JUSTICE WILL COME (v.4) 

Isaiah immediately guards against misunderstanding. 

“He will not falter or be discouraged 

till he establishes justice on earth.” 

The Servant is gentle with the weak and relentless against injustice. 

Biblical justice is never soft on evil. But it is restorative toward people. 

The Hebrew word for justice is mishpat. 

It means: 

●​ things set right 
●​ wrongs repaired 
●​ community restored 
●​ covenant life renewed 

Where do we see this most clearly? 

At the cross. 



Because at the cross: Justice is not ignored. Sin is not excused. Evil is 
not minimized. 

But neither are sinners crushed. Justice falls fully on Christ so mercy can 
flow freely to us. That is justice without bruising. 

4. MATTHEW SAYS JESUS FULFILLS THIS PERFECTLY 

Matthew 12 quotes Isaiah 42 directly because Jesus did not match 
messianic expectations. 

He was not politically militant. 

Not publicly domineering. 

Not socially forceful. 

Instead, everywhere Jesus went: 

●​ lepers were touched 
●​ sinners were welcomed 
●​ the demonized were freed 
●​ the weary were invited 

Matthew is telling us: do not miss this. This gentle King is the promised 
Servant. 

CHALLENGE — For Our Church 

Let me speak to us honestly. Many churches — and many believers — 
drift into one of two ditches. 



Some want justice without tenderness. 

Others want tenderness without justice. 

But the Servant King holds both. 

So here is the question the Spirit is asking us today: 

When people encounter us, do they experience the justice of Jesus… or 
just our opinions about what is wrong? 

(Pause.) 

Let me press it one step further. 

Is my life making it easier or harder for fragile people to come back to 
God? 

Because if we truly follow Him: 

We do not crush bruised reeds. 

We do not snuff out smoldering wicks. 

We do not weaponize truth. 

We do not abandon righteousness. 

We become people who stand firm against evil and move gently toward 
the broken. 

If the Holy Spirit is already showing you an area where your heart has 
grown sharp or harsh… 

just open your hands in your lap for a moment. 



(Pause.) 

3 CALLS OF RESPONSE 

1. Ask Jesus where your heart has grown harsh 

Where have you written someone off? 

Where have you lost compassion? 

Where have you preferred being right over being redemptive? 

2. Move toward one bruised reed this week 

Ask the Lord: “Who in my world is barely holding on?” 

Then act. 
Make the call. 
Send the text. 
Pray with them. 
Share a meal. 
Speak encouragement. 

Justice becomes real when it gets close to pain. 

3. Submit your definition of justice to Jesus 

Not culture’s version. Not social media’s version. His. 

Justice that is: 

●​ truthful 
●​ holy 
●​ compassionate 



●​ restorative 
●​ cross-shaped 

RESPONSE PRAYER 

Servant King Jesus, Form Your heart in us. Where we have been sharp, 
make us gentle. Where we have been passive, make us courageous. 
Teach us to carry Your justice — not by domination, but by healing. And 
make our church a place where bruised reeds are restored and 
smoldering wicks burn again. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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