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You may have heard that, a couple of weeks ago, business magnate T. Boone Pickens passed 
away. But before he did, he took some time to evaluate how he’d invested his life and jotted 
down some thoughts to be published after his passing:  
 
“If you are reading this, I have passed on from this world — not as big a deal for you as it 
was for me…In my final months, I came to the sad reality that my life really did have a 
fourth quarter and the clock really would run out on me. I took the time to convey some 
thoughts that reflect back on my rich and full life…  
 
One question I was asked time and again: What is it that you will leave behind? For most 
of my adult life, I’ve believed that I was put on Earth to make money and be generous with 
it…In 2010, Warren Buffet and Bill Gates asked me to take their Giving Pledge, a 
commitment by the world's wealthiest to dedicate the majority of their wealth to 
philanthropy. I agreed immediately… 
 
Over the years, my staff got used to hearing me in a meeting or on the phone asking, 
“Whaddya got?” That’s probably what my Maker is asking me about now.” 
 
At the end of his life, T. Boone got reflective and was able to say the why, how, and what of how 
he had invested his life and all the resources that were a part of it. He had clarity on what he was 
put on this earth to do, and he entered his final days satisfied he had accomplished it.  
 
This morning we are going to see Jesus doing that very same thing. We’re in a series called 
Becoming, looking at what happens when we answer the call of Jesus to become more like him. 
And this morning’s passage is a prayer given at the end of Jesus’ life. The cross is imminent, and 
in a time of reflection, Jesus is able to utter the words [John 17:4] “4 I glorified you on earth, 
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.” He did everything the Father had 
asked him to do, and Jesus was able to confidently say so and go to the cross at peace.  
 
Like Jesus, there is coming a time where we will be at our end and have the opportunity to 
evaluate the investment of our life. We may not have billions like T. Boone, but we all have been 
given a reason we have been put on this earth and resources with which to live that out. And the 
phrase Jesus utters to the Father is a phrase we should all aspire to. But it’s not one that happens 
by accident. As we’ve seen so far in this series, in order to become more like Jesus, we must 
become consistent in pursuing a God centered life and resistant to doing life on our own. This 
morning, Jesus will show us how to become Persistent in designing a life of intentional 
investment.  
 
At the end of our lives we all want to hear “well done”. The challenge for us this morning is if 
we’ll also be able to look back to God and say, “all done”, that we have accomplished all he’s 
given us to do.  Let’s look at the words of Jesus to see how that can be possible.  
 
[John 17:1-8] When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, 
“Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have 
given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And 
this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 
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sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And 
now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before the 
world existed. 6 “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the 
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they 
know that everything that you have given me is from you. 8 For I have given them the words 
that you gave me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 
 
As Jesus turns his focus to heaven and prays to the Father, he shows us how we can invest our 
lives in a way pleasing to God and impactful for his Kingdom.  
 
A life well-invested is devoted to God’s glory. 
 
Jesus begins this prayer with a laser-focus on the glory of the Father. Even with his imminent 
death on the cross, he remains committed to making God known. It guided every decision he 
made, every conversation he had, every word he spoke, and every way he responded to 
resistance and rejection. And it ultimately led to him being able to say, “I glorified you on earth, 
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do.” His obedience to the Father resulted in 
Father being glorified. God’s glory follows when we follow God. 
 
Our devotion to the glory of God is the beginning because it impacts everything else we do. 
Before we worry about how or where we intentionally invest, we have to start with the “why” of 
our investment. Before you ever get to the idea of exercise and better diet, the why of a healthy 
life is the motivation. Before you ever read a book or seek counsel on being a better husband, the 
why of a flourishing marriage is the motivation. And before we ever get to how we invest our 
life and resources, a love for the Lord and the central desire to make him known to others is our 
motivation. When we start with the “why” of a God-glorifying life, all of our desires, plans, gifts, 
skills, relationships, resources, and affections come into alignment with God’s will. When we are 
devoted to God’s glory there is no room for our own. It is then when we are postured to invest in 
the purpose and plan of God.  
 
A life well-invested is directed by God’s purpose and dependent on God’s provision.  
 
Jesus acknowledges his purpose and the Father’s provision to fulfill that purpose in verses 2 and 
8. Jesus came to give eternal life to all whom the Father had given him, and he was given 
authority from heaven and words from the Father to do so, v8 saying “I have given them the 
words that you gave me.”  
 
For an investment to be effective, it must align with God’s investment strategy. A financial plan 
is derived from certain financial goals one wants to meet. Mine is to retire at 65 and maintain a 
golden tan on the beaches of Costa Rica! Those goals dictate the actions needed to achieve them. 
Jesus’ goal, his purpose, was to give eternal life to those the Father had given him. And with that 
goal in mind, the Father laid out the plan, provided the resources, and Jesus purposefully 
committed to it. And since Jesus had clarity and confidence in his purpose, he did not deviate 
from it.  
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[Mark 1:35-38] 35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he departed 
and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 36 And Simon and those who were 
with him searched for him, 37 and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for 
you.” 38 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I may preach there also, 
for that is why I came out.”  
 
When we have clarity and confidence in God’s purpose for our lives, we have the ability and 
permission to say yes to the things that advance it and no to things that don’t. Even Jesus had to 
practice the spiritual discipline of saying “no”. And you want to know what the return on this 
investment was? V8 tell us. Jesus manifested the name of God to his disciples, gave them the 
words the Father had given to him, and they received those words and believed in who Jesus is.  
 
For the last three years we have become more and more intentional about discovering and living 
out our God-given purpose in Christ every day. We have created a Training Experience called 
Repurposed to help you begin to get clarity on what God has specifically for you, and I would 
strongly encourage you to take it if you have not yet done so. But I know there is still a level of 
frustration and discouragement for many of you as you ask, “What is God’s plan for my life?” 
For some of you, that question is really asking if God has anything for you; does your life have 
any value to invest. I know that frustration. I felt it throughout my teens and into my 20s.  
 
If that’s you and you just don’t know where to start, follow what Jesus does. When we ask what 
God’s will is for our life, we often do so looking for some special revelation, and we forget that 
God has already given us an abundance of revelation in his Word. Do you see what Jesus is 
equipped with? Authority, and the Word of God. And if the Word of God is good enough for 
Jesus, it’s good enough for us. It was only when I dedicated myself to this that I started to gain 
any clarity in what God had for my life. If you want to know your investment strategy, start by 
investing regular time here. Along with his Spirit and each other, we have all we need.   
 
[John 17:9-18] 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom 
you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am 
glorified in them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am 
coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they 
may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which 
you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son 
of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and 
these things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I 
have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the 
world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but 
that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so 
I have sent them into the world. 
 
If you ever wonder how Jesus feels about you and what he wants for you, come back to John 17. 
It is one of the most tender passages in the Gospels and it further shows us how to invest our 
lives.  
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A life well invested is dedicated to God’s people (and those God wants as his people). 
 
Intentional investment is about more than a plan to execute. It’s about a people to engage. In the 
previous passage, Jesus defined eternal life relationally. He didn’t say eternal life is just living 
forever. Everyone is going to live forever. The question is where and how close to or far from 
God. The eternal life Jesus gives is defined as knowing the one true God and his Son Jesus 
Christ. “Knowing” is more than knowledge. It’s a deeply intimate, personal relationship with 
God, expressed here by the love and care Jesus has for his friends and ultimately has for you and 
me. It’s that same love and care Jesus wants us to have for others.  
 
In this prayer he asks the Father to keep them in his name so they can be one. It is a request that 
they become consistent in pursuing a God-centered life and resistant to doing life on their 
own. He asks that they experience joy, as they ultimately rejoice in the resurrection and Jesus’ 
return to the right hand of the Father in heaven. He asks that they be protected from the evil one, 
the devil, who prowls around seeking people to destroy. And he asks that they would be set apart 
for special use in God’s Kingdom, that they would go from being someone being invested in to 
someone who is doing the investing on others. Jesus accomplished those things when he was 
with them, and now asks the Father to continue that work as he goes to the cross and ultimately 
back to heaven.   
 
Like Jesus, God has given you a people. It could be family, friends, neighbors, co-workers, or 
someone you’ve never met before. They still ultimately belong to him, but he has, in a sense, 
given them to you, and he wants you to care for them like Jesus cared for his disciples. If you’ve 
ever been handed a newborn baby, you know how God wants you to care for those he’s given to 
you. They are infinitely valuable to him, he desires that they know him, and he wants to use you 
to accomplish that. They cannot be looked at as a project to be completed or as the next task in 
fulfilling the plan God has for your life. They are a person made in the image of God, as 
desperate as you were for forgiveness, and full of the potential to invest their lives to glorify God 
and bring others to the same place. 
 
Joe Harn, our former elder chair and a 25-year veteran of the Garland Police Department knows 
who God has given him. Joe loves cops, and very soon he’s going to be given an opportunity to 
invest in them. Mike Congrove, a member of our Fellowship family and the leader of Empower 
One, has been trying to get Joe to come to South Sudan on a mission trip. Joe’s response, 
because he is clear on his purpose and on the people God has given him, has always said “If you 
can get me with cops, I’ll go.” And guess what. Mike came through. So, in a couple of weeks, 
Joe will be traveling to South Sudan to spend a week or so with 30 South Sudanese cops, to share 
the Gospel with them, to present the forgiveness and eternal life that Jesus offers, and to help 
them live a thriving life in light of the Gospel as they navigate the stresses of what they see on a 
daily basis and what it means to uphold their promise to serve and protect. His heart is to love 
and care for those cops like Jesus loved and cared for his disciples. It can be the same for you. As 
you ask God about his purpose for your life, consider who he has already given you a burden for. 
 
The last thing Jesus said in his prayer for his disciples was this: [John 17:19] 19 And for their 
sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. I believe it is a perfect 
summary of what God is calling us to.  
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A life well invested is a life well divested.  
 
Jesus invested the resources of God’s authority and God’s Word to accomplish what the Father 
sent him to do but, ultimately, the most valuable resource he invested was his life. Jesus 
consecrated himself to the plan of the Father and divested himself of everything on the cross so 
that we might have eternal life with him.  
 
When we think of investment we often think about savings. But the investment God wants us to 
make is all about spending. You will have invested your life well if, at the end of it, your 
account is empty. When we see our entire lives as the resource God wants to use, we will 
become like Jesus, not to die for the sins of the world, but to bring others to the person who 
already has. The more of your life that you invest, the greater the return will be. 
 
I want to close this morning with the story of Mimi Pavor and her courageous next step in 
becoming more like Jesus. Mimi is becoming an investor, and God is her advisor. [VIDEO] 
 
I love Mimi. She tries to teach me Spanish every time I see her at the escalator. And I love Mimi 
because she’s an incredible example to all of us. She is devoted to God’s glory, to his purpose for 
her life, and to the people he wants her to impact in his name. Her story is still being written. She 
has courageously said “yes” to whatever God has for her, and now she waits for him to say “go”.  
 
There is a fourth quarter coming for all of us. You may be in it now, or it may be a long time 
away, but believe God when he says he has something for you. And, in the end, when you look 
back at your life like Jesus did, I pray we can all have the joy and peace that comes with seeing 
we have invested it well.  Will we be able to say we did everything exactly how God wanted us 
to? No. Only Jesus could do that. But I do know that, by his grace, he’ll let us see the impact of 
the investment of our lives and a return on that investment that echoes through eternity.  


