
The Church That Changed The World 
 

Acts 1:1-11 
‘Christ-Centered Church’ 

 
Intro: 
 
I have a big question for you this morning: What is God’s dream for His Church? 
     Webster defines dream – deeply desired goal, 1 over-arching longed for purpose 
     What is God’s deepest desire, 1 over-arching longed for purpose for His church? 
 
I always enjoy asking my students that Q: Right at the start of the semester – What is God’s dream for His Church? 
 
I often take them to the events of 1963: E.g. MLK – ‘I have a dream’ 
     1 man who knew if the world could catch this dream, the world changed by this dream 
     They often respond – ‘we’ve never heard that in an Irish accent before’! J  
     I always ask them to consider – if God approached the mic – What is His Dream?  
 
God has a dream for His Church A Community of Christ-Centered, Spirit-Filled Worshippers of the Triune God 
     Being Formed as Disciples into the Image of Christ 
     Mobilized on Mission to the Ends of the Earth 

 
Reason I share that this morning  (1) Crossroads – believe Fellowship is at a crossroads – new SLT / teach team / Elders 

(2) There is a dream for His Church & That includes This Church 
     (3) Over next 6 weeks He’s going to call us to passionately pursue this dream 
 
And here’s where it all started  They were utterly Christ-centered 
 
Turn with me to Acts 1:1-11   Specific Author [Luke, 2nd Vol, AD 60-62] 

Specific Person [Theophilus / Loved by God]  
Specific Story [Son of God – People of God – Spirit of God – Word of God – Mission of 
God – Glory of God!] 

 
 
1. The First Church Were Utterly Christ-Centered (1:1-3) 
 
Suffered  Passion / Suffer, endure something [death] for someone’s sake  
 
Rose Again Presented himself – many convincing proofs  
 
Ascended Often overlooked or under-emphasized doctrine / Incredible 2 sides of coin – lifted up & sat down 
 
Return as King Did you notice he Talks about kingdom here in v3 & v6? /  

He’s going to return to bring about a literal millennial kingdom to rule & reign 
 
Who’s Centre? E.g. Pics of World Map – Who’s at the Center of Your World? 
  Who is at the center of your world? And who will be at the centre of this church? 
 
 
2. The First Church Were Consistently Spirit-Filled (1:4-5) 
 
Critical Role Look at the Strategic Placement of & Emphasis Upon the Critical Role The Holy Spirit  

 
3rd Person Worthy of Worship!  
    



Language Baptism – POUR OUT AND PLUNGE INTO – Just as John took people, poured out & plunged into depths of 
water, so Jesus is going to pour out & plunge these believers into the depths of the Holy Spirit  

[Paul says in 1 Cor 12:13 – this takes place as you trust in Christ – immersed into body of Christ] 

Filled – here in Luke-Acts primarily empowerment for mission, in Paul formation into Christlikeness 

Critical    The Spirit is going to be absolutely critical for this church becoming the Church God dreams of 

[That’s what happens here – they are radically empowered to be completely committed to Christ’s commission] 

3. The First Church Were Completely Committed to Christ’s Commission (1:6-8)

Kingdom Restored? The OT frequently joined outpouring of HS with coming kingdom (Is. 32; Is. 44; Ezek 39; Joel 2) 

Power  In the valley between Spirit & Kingdom in all fulness - Dunamis / Dynamite  

My Witnesses  Sent by Him, Authorized by Him, Personally Belong to Him / Legal Term – to testify on behalf of 

J’em, Judea, Samaria, Ends Earth Preview of Book / Geographical Aspect - Spread to Rome / Theopolitical Aspect 

Completely Committed Peter boldly proclaims Jesus to the crowds in Jerusalem (Acts 2) 
Peter & John stand before the Sanhedrin & proclaim Christ (Acts 4) 
Stephen is filled with HS and stands amidst suffering & declares of Christ as he stoned (Acts 6-7) 
Philip, being led by the HS, takes the good news to Samaria & to the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8) 
Paul carries the name of Jesus to the world (Acts 9-28) 
E.g. Agabus & Paul in Acts 20-21

4. The First Church Changed the World For Jesus Christ

Quote “Christianity [i.e. the Church] spread like a flame throughout all the known world of the 1st Century … It burst in on 
the world. And its trajectory eventually exploded in Rome and from there spread like a Prairie fire all over the  
Roman world. [Now] The Church has reached into almost every part of the inhabited globe.” Hayes 

Conclusion: Will Fellowship be church that is centered on Christ, controlled by His Spirit & Committed to Christ’s Commission? 












































