














THE LESSON ON THE MOUNTAIN

Effectiveness in serving others begins with a recognition of the supremacy of God.



2 And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led 
them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 
3 and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could 
bleach them. 4 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were 
talking with Jesus. 5 And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are 
here. Let us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for 
Elijah.” 6 For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7 And a cloud 
overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved 
Son; listen to him.” 8 And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone 
with them but Jesus only. 

M A R K  9 : 2 - 1 3



9 And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one 
what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 10 So they 
kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead 
might mean. 11 And they asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah 
must come?” 12 And he said to them, “Elijah does come first to restore all 
things. And how is it written of the Son of Man that he should suffer many 
things and be treated with contempt? 13 But I tell you that Elijah has come, and 
they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of him.” 

M A R K  9 : 2 - 1 3



THE LESSON IN  THE VALLEY

If our effectiveness begins with a recognition of the supremacy of God, it ends with a 
preoccupation with self.



FOUR DEADLY MINISTRY MISTAKES:

Self-reliance.—Mark 9:23-24 
Self-preservation.—Mark 9:30-32 
Self-promotion.—Mark 9:33-37 
Self-importance.—Mark 9:38-41



23 And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who 
believes.” 24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; 
help my unbelief!” 

S E L F - R E L I A N C E . — M A R K  9 : 2 3 - 2 4



30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want 
anyone to know, 31 for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son 
of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. 
And when he is killed, after three days he will rise.” 32 But they did not 
understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 

S E L F - P R E S E RVAT I O N . — M A R K  9 : 3 0 - 3 2



“There is no Easter without the cross. Littered along the Calvary Rd. will lay the 
skeletons of our egos, the corpses of our fantasies of self-control and the 
shards of our self-righteousness.”  

B R E N N A N  M A N N I N G



33 And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked 
them, “What were you discussing on the way?” 34 But they kept silent, for on 
the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest. 35 And 
he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be 
first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” 36 And he took a child and put 
him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 
37 “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever 
receives me, receives not me but him who sent me.” 

S E L F - P R O M OT I O N . — M A R K  9 : 3 3 - 3 7



38 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
name, and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus 
said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be 
able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 For the one who is not against us is 
for us. 41 For truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink 
because you belong to Christ will by no means lose his reward. 

S E L F - I M P O RTA N C E . — M A R K  9 : 3 8 - 4 1



“Love is helping people toward the greatest beauty, the highest value, the 
deepest satisfaction, the most lasting joy, the biggest reward, the most 
wonderful friendship, and the most overwhelming worship—love is helping 
people toward God.” 

J O H N  P I P E R


