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“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the 

testing of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you 

may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” James 1:2-4 

“Houston, we have a problem.” Ever heard those words? Do you know who said them? During 

the flight of the Apollo 13 a mechanical function caused the commander, Jim Lovell, to radio 

back to earth, “Houston, we have a problem.” Because of a damaged spacecraft, landing on the 

moon was not an option. The challenge before the team on earth and in the injured spacecraft 

was how to get the three astronauts (205,000 away) back home alive. The men in mission control 

were weighing the odds. Two men we talking in hushed tones, knowing that the odds were slim 

that the three astronauts onboard Apollo 13 would return home. One of those men, a flight 

director, said, “This could be the worst disaster NASA has ever faced.” The mission commander, 

Gene Kranz, overheard the men talking. With a stern resolute voice he replied, “with all due 

respect, sir, I believe this is going to be our finest hour” 

We are facing a national disaster. But there is also a powerful opportunity that lies before and, if 

we pay attention, this could be our church’s finest hour. Great challenges bring great 

opportunities. One of the greatest challenges we are currently facing is just how unpredictable 

everything is. 

So, in these unpredictable times, it is good to dwell on something predictable this morning like 

Is. 53. Even in our uncertainty there are some things we can be certain about. 700 years before 

Jesus died on a cross, the prophet said…Is. 53:7-9…Jesus is compared to a lamb led to the 

slaughter. Why a lamb? “Who would have thought that a lamb could rescue the souls of men?” 

Because God’s predictable plan is accomplished in unpredictable ways. God uses the 

unpredictable to deliver what He predicts. 

 

If I were going to take on the devil, I wouldn’t use a lamb. I would pick a different mascot. 

Think about the names of mascots that represent sports teams? They are strong and powerful. 

There are inclement weather mascots (Cyclones and Hurricanes). There are the strong, hard-

working mascots (Oilers, Packers, and Steelers). There are the menacing mascots (Pirates, 

Buccaneers, Vikings, Seminoles or Redskins). The most common mascots are strong animals 

(Lions, Tigers, Bears, Cougars, Jaguars, Longhorns, or Bulls). We like strong, powerful, images, 

which is all the more reason God’s choice of a lamb to represent Him seems like a very curious 

choice. I don’t know of any teams called the lambs? Can you imagine the humiliation? Final 

score: Lambs 77, Cowboys 0. But that is how the story goes. It is the lamb who rescues the souls 

of men. It is a lamb who provides a way out of bondage.  

 

In fact, it is the blood of the Lamb that connects the whole redemptive plan of God. There is a 

scarlet thread running throughout the Bible. 700 years before, Isaiah spoke of the lamb it was a 

lamb that rescued the Hebrew people from captivity in Egypt.  

 

This Wednesday at sundown, Passover begins. Passover recounts a time when God’s purpose, to 

spread His fame through all the earth, was threatened. The people He chose were forced into 

slavery in a foreign land for over 400 years threatening His plan. God assigned Moses, a Hebrew 

man who had been born in the palace of Pharaoh, to set them free. Nine times he warned Pharaoh 
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that if he would not let the people go there would be serious consequences. And there were, nine 

plagues. When God’s patience ran out, there was one final plague…the death of the firstborn. 

In order to save His people from the plague of the firstborn, God told Moses that all the Hebrews 

to sacrifice a spotless lamb and put its blood on the door frames of their houses as a sign that 

believers were inside. When the Lord passed through the land and saw the blood, He would 

“pass over” those houses and spare them from death…Ex. 12:1-7. 

 

Why a lamb and not a lion? Because God uses the unpredictable to accomplish His predictable 

purpose. What are the chances that a lamb could defeat a Pharaoh? No chance…unless God is 

involved. In Exodus 12 there are some important lessons to be learned in God’s choice of a lamb. 

Why the blood of a lamb? Three reasons; pardon, power, peace. 

 

The lamb is a sign pointing to a permanent pardon. Ex. 12:12-13. The blood of the lamb was 

the price of redemption. The message of the lamb is that redemption requires a sacrifice. The 

redemption price had to be paid in blood. It has been that way from the beginning. In Genesis, 

the sin of Adam and Eve resulted in separation from God as well as their own self-

consciousness. They were naked and they tried to cover the consequences of their separation 

from God with fig leaves. But a fig leaf would not do. God made coverings of animal skin which 

required the sacrifice of an animal in order to remedy their nakedness.  

 

In the wilderness God laid down the law. And the law said, “For the life of the flesh is in the 

blood, and I have given it to you on the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood 

by reason of the life that makes atonement.” Leviticus 17:11. Without the shedding of blood 

there is no forgiveness of sin. Without a blood sacrifice we remain in bondage to sin. Why all 

this bloodletting, the killing of innocent life? It was a reminder of the serious consequences of 

sin. It was a gruesome business. There is no simple, painless solution to sin. This strange and 

bloody ritual looked back to the time when Adam and Eve stood exposed before God because of 

their sin. And the Lord God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed 

them.” Gen. 3:21. 

 

There is no forgiveness without the shedding of blood. The death of the lamb also looked 

forward anticipating the coming of Christ. The death of Christ on the cross is the all-sufficient 

sacrifice that covers our sin and releases us from sin’s penalty. One day, John the Baptist saw 

Jesus coming toward Him and he said, “Behold, the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 

world.” 

 

There is only one sanitizer for your soul and that is the blood of Jesus. “you were ransomed from 

the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, 

19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.” 1 Pe. 1:18-

19.  

 

The lamb is a sign pointing to a permanent power. The blood of the lamb defeated the angel 

of death. In the tenth plague the issue of authority was settled for Pharaoh once and for all. There 

is no force or principality or power that can keep you in bondage if you apply the blood of the 

lamb. Just think of how the blood was applied – making the sign of the cross. 
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Jesus, the lamb of God, disarmed a lion, Satan who prowls around like a hungry lion seeking 

someone to devour. He was like a lamb led to the slaughter. Why was He silent? Because He had 

nothing more to say.  "I have learned this art: When I have nothing more to say, I stop talking." 

M. L. King.  

 

When Jesus shed His blood on the cross, the Lamb had spoken and God’s enemies were 

disarmed. Colossians 2:13-15, “When you were dead in your transgressions and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our 

transgressions, having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which 

was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. When He had 

disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over 

them through Him.”  

 

A rugged cross preceded an empty tomb and the resurrection demonstrated the power behind the 

pardon. God not only has the power to pardon us, but there will come a day when our broken 

lives will be put back together again. The blood of the lamb not only sets us free but His power 

can put back together anything that has fallen apart. 

 

The lamb is a sign pointing us to a permanent peace. The people who escaped Egypt only 

received a temporary reprieve. They got out of Egypt, but Egypt never got out of them. They 

experienced a temporary peace and a partial freedom. We can enjoy permanent peace and 

freedom if we will look to the lamb. “(Jesus) was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for 

our justification…Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

You will never experience the plagues of Egypt but you may experience the plague of the 

coronavirus. You may be plagued with guilt. The lamb offers pardon. You may be plagued by 

failure, the inability to do what you know to be right, the lamb offers power. Or maybe you are 

plagued with fear; the fear of losing everything you have worked for. Look to the lamb. The 

lamb offers peace.  

 

When Jesus commemorated the Passover with His disciples there was a noticeable difference 

from the way it was done in the O.T. The Jews ate standing up, Jesus sat down with His disciples 

(Lk. 22:14) For those Jews leaving Egypt there was work to be done before they could enter the 

rest of the Promised Land. Those who trust in Christ have already entered His rest. For the 

believer the battle is over the victory is won. John 16:33, "These things I have spoken to you, so 

that in Me you may have peace. In the world you have tribulation, but take courage; I have 

overcome the world."   

 

Listen to the glorious description of our future dwelling place…Rev. 21:22-22:3 

The lamb invites us to follow. Don’t ignore the sign. The sign is still standing telling us that 

eternal life is available to everyone who looks to the lamb. There is no other cure.  

 

The Moravians… “The lamb who conquers…let us follow Him.” The symbol of the lamb 

represents Christ sacrificed, yet victorious. This depiction is an oxymoron depicting perhaps the 

most peaceful of animals in preparation for battle.  
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At the funeral of former Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev, Brezhnev’s widow stood motionless by 

the coffin until seconds before it was closed. Then, just as the soldiers touched the lid, the 

grieving widow performed an act of great courage and hope, a gesture of civil disobedience.  She 

reached down and made the sign of the cross on her husband’s chest. There in the citadel of 

secular, atheistic power, the wife of the man who had run it all hoped that her husband was 

wrong. She hoped that there was another life, and that that life was best represented by the lamb 

who was slain, and that the same lamb of God might yet have mercy on her husband. 

 


