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Succession. That is the name of the series we’re in as we journey through the Gospel of Luke. 

We are learning about God’s succession plan, how to pass on what has been handed down to us. 

Luke wants to show how the mission of Jesus started in a manger in Bethlehem, wound up in 

Rome, and ultimately got to us.  

 

He began by showing how he was an example. Those with Jesus handed down the truth to him 

and he’s passing it on to a guy named Theophilus. His book lays out that truth. He begins with 

angelic pronouncements of Jesus, called the Son of God, and John the Baptist, his forerunner. At 

his Jesus’ birth, multiple witnesses testify to whom Jesus is; angels, shepherds, prophets. Jesus 

grows up and is baptized by John the Baptist, where he was affirmed and commissioned by his 

Father’s voice and anointed by the Spirit of God (remember that for today). The Spirit then led 

Jesus into the wilderness to be tested through temptation and prepared for ministry, and we pick 

it up there, in the middle of chapter 4, where a major transition is about to take place.   

 

In most of your Bibles, the editor likely inserted a header that says something like “Jesus begins 

his ministry”. He has been established, prepared, and now it’s time to go to work. Jesus will 

begin his ministry by bearing witness about himself and extending an offer, an offer that 

demands a response from anyone who hears it, and that includes you and me. [SLIDE] 

Participation in God’s succession plan begins with believing what Jesus says about himself. 

How we respond to that offer will determine how we fit, or don’t fit, in the plan of God.  

 

[Luke 4:14-15] 14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report 

about him went out through all the surrounding country. 15 And he taught in their 

synagogues, being glorified by all. 

 

Jesus has come out of the wilderness tested and prepared for ministry, and he does so in the 

power of the Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a major focus in the writings of Luke, and he is integral in 

the life and ministry of Jesus. The Spirit conceived Jesus in Mary’s womb, spoke through the 

witnesses at Jesus’ birth to speak, anointed Jesus at his baptism to show he was set apart for a 

special God-given task, and here, leads, equips, and empowers Jesus for ministry, the same way 

the Spirit will do for the Church.  

 

Jesus ministry is teaching from city to city, and people are noticing. The word for “report” is 

where we get our English word “fame”.  Jesus is trending on social media. His Instagram is 

blowing up. He is an influencer. Word about him is spreading. But what is he teaching? What is 

he saying? How are people responding? Luke tells us about one specific instance.  

 

[Luke 4:16-21] 16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his 

custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. 17 And the 

scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 

where it was written, 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 

proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the 

year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and 

sat down. And the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to 

them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 
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Luke records an incredible moment when Jesus returned to his hometown of Nazareth. Jesus 

reads from what is Isaiah 61 in our Bibles, a Messianic passage that speaks about a Servant of 

God who will say and do astonishing things.  

 

This Servant is a bearer of good news, the gospel. He proclaims a time to come when those in 

need will be filled, the downtrodden given freedom, the spiritually blind enlightened, and the 

dawning of the year of the Lord’s favor. This refers to the Jewish time of Jubilee commanded in 

Leviticus 25. Every 50 years, the Jews were to cancel all debts and set slaves free. It was a 

picture of a future time of God’s deliverance, the inauguration of the Kingdom of God 

where forgiveness and salvation would be offered, and a new redeemed people would be 

formed. This Servant would not only proclaim it as a prophet, but he would be the one to usher 

it in. Isaiah is speaking of the mission of the Messiah. If you have ever had to wait a long time 

for something significant to happen, you know how this next part should have been received. 

 

The custom in those days was to stand to read the passage and then sit to deliver a sermon about 

it. Jesus sits and everyone is leaning in, eyes literally “fastened” on him. Do you lean in with 

that kind of anticipation to hear what God wants to tell you through his Word? Jesus 

delivers a nine-word sermon (don’t get any ideas). “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 

your hearing.” He says, “That’s me” and then he drops the mic. It’s like that TV show The 

Masked Singer, maybe the worst show ever. Costumed celebrities sing songs, you get a little 

information about them and wonder who they are. Ultimately, there’s a big reveal. Hundreds of 

years before this time information was given about this Servant, the Messiah, and Jews were on 

the lookout for him. This is the big reveal. Jesus declares he is the Spirit-anointed prophet 

who’s come to announce the Kingdom of God and the Messiah who will bring it forth. Jesus 

knows his identity and mission, and that is his message. Now, we might think Jesus knew his 

God-given purpose and he’s our example to know ours. That’s true, but before we can know 

our God-given purpose, we have to know the God who gives that purpose.  

 

This is more than an announcement. It’s an invitation. The offer of the “acceptable year of the 

Lord”, what they have been waiting and hoping for, is being made through Jesus. Today…in 

your hearing! They’ve heard, now it’s time to respond. You’ve heard. How will you respond? 

 

[Luke 4:22-30] 22 And all spoke well of him and marveled at the gracious words that were 

coming from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” 23 And he said to them, 

“Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, ‘ “Physician, heal yourself.” What we have 

heard you did at Capernaum, do here in your hometown as well.’ ” 24 And he said, “Truly, 

I say to you, no prophet is acceptable in his hometown. 25 But in truth, I tell you, there were 

many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years 

and six months, and a great famine came over all the land, 26 and Elijah was sent to none of 

them but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was a widow. 27 And 

there were many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 

cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 When they heard these things, all in the 

synagogue were filled with wrath. 29 And they rose up and drove him out of the town and 

brought him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they could throw 

him down the cliff. 30 But passing through their midst, he went away. 
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In Luke 2, Simeon prophesied over Jesus and said he is appointed for the fall and rise of many in 

Israel, a sign that will be opposed and reveal what is in each man’s heart. We see that being 

played out here. The response from the assembly is at first mixed, and it ultimately ends in 

rejection. They marvel at his gracious words, but those words do not penetrate their heart. 

Quickly they begin to question how Jesus could be the long-promised Messiah. He’s just a local 

kid who grew up following in his father Joseph’s footsteps. They want signs, but Jesus will not 

oblige. The offer of the acceptable year of the Lord will not be accepted by the people.  

 

Their rejection goes beyond the fact that it’s just Jesus. It’s ultimately that they don’t want to 

come to God on his terms but on their own terms. They don’t see a need. We can have the same 

struggle. But here’s what we have to get: when Jesus says he comes for the poor, the captive, the 

blind, and the oppressed, do you realize he’s talking about you? He’s talking about me? Whether 

you have a billion dollars or zero dollars, you have a spiritual poverty only Jesus can fulfill. You 

may have 20/20 vision, but you are spiritually blind and only he can make you see. We live in 

the land of the free, but we are all a captive to sin and death unless Jesus sets us free.  

 

We all have a need, but it’s a need that is difficult to admit. The idea of needing deliverance is 

insulting. Helplessness is insulting. Grace is insulting. But just like a surgeon can only help the 

patient who admits he’s sick, just like a nursing mom can only satisfy the crying baby who is 

willing to receive what she’s giving, the Messiah brings into the Kingdom of God only those 

who see they have a need and accept his offer to come to God on his terms. When we do, the 

favor of the Lord will be upon us. The crowd said no thanks. I pray you say yes.  

 

Jesus only quotes the first half of Isaiah 61:2, the year of the Lord’s favor. The second half of 

that verse is “the day of vengeance of our God.” He does so intentionally. There is coming a day 

where God will also make good on that promise of judgment, but he will do so in Jesus’ second 

coming. This current mission of Jesus is all about hope. But it comes with a warning. He makes 

what may seem like an obscure reference to what is recorded in 1 Kings 17-18, one of the 

darkest periods in the history of Israel. They rejected God and his prophets Elijah and Elisha so 

God judges their unbelief and takes his favor, his blessing, to others outside of Israel. Jesus 

references this to say God’s favor through him will reach the Gentiles, but he also gives it as a 

warning to the people of God to not reject yet another prophet and ultimately reject God. God 

will ultimately let us make our decision about his offer and go the way we choose. They get 

his point, become enraged, and try to throw him off a cliff, which he escapes. This hometown 

rejection is one of many times this will happen throughout his ministry. But the offer he made in 

Nazareth he still makes today.  

 

Decide what you believe about Jesus, then live accordingly.  

The invitation that reached the ears of those in Nazareth has reached our ears today. And just like 

them, we have a decision to make. It is, without exaggeration, the most important decision we 

will ever make, and it is a decision that will impact this life and the next.  

 

The stress of the last six months has forced us to ask that question afresh, and people in the 

church are choosing. Some are leaning in. Others are checking out. What about you? Are you all 

in? If so, let’s live like it. Does your life look like you have a Lord and Savior? Do you live with 

the freedom he has made possible, eternally grateful for what he has done for you, and 
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unendingly devoted to following his purpose in your life? If we have accepted the invitation to 

the Kingdom, let’s live like Kingdom agents. Be walking evidence of what God intends in this 

new age of favor. The more you identify w Jesus, the more you’ll identify with his mission, and 

the more others will notice the difference and want in on it.   

 

Go deeper in your faith and pursue greater intimacy with the Lord. You can only take 

someone as far as you’ve gone yourself, but the farther you go in your own walk the farther you 

can take someone in theirs. You ever showed someone around town? The places you’ve been are 

easy to talk about. But get to a place you’ve never been, it’s more difficult. Same with our faith. 

It’s ok if Christians go into uncharted territory together, because they can learn together, and the 

Spirit is there, but succession is ultimately taking others into the places we’ve been ourselves.  

 

Discover and live out your God-given purpose. Just this week our staff reengaged a tool called 

Younique, which is Repurposed on steroids. We are renewing our commitment to what God has 

for us and we want that to be true of all of us at Fellowship. You have a declaration to make 

like Jesus makes because you have been recruited into the mission he leads. Pursue it and let 

him live it out through you.  

 

If you are not sure what you believe about Jesus but want to know more, ask for help. I 

walked into this church in 1999 not knowing what I believed about God and wonderful people 

helped me figure it out. Fellowship is a safe place for you to ask your questions. Kelly Hornsby 

told me of a young lady who approached her and said “I feel like I need to know how to have a 

relationship w God. Can I trust him? How do I talk to him? Does he hear me? Is the Bible true? 

Will you help me?” She and Kelly have been meeting one-on-one for a few weeks and talking 

about all of that, and we are available to have those kinds of conversations all day every day. 

And it’s not just staff. There are dozens and dozens and dozens of people in this church who 

would love to have that same conversation with you. Just ask and watch what God does. 

 

If you are ready to say yes to Jesus’ invitation, you do that by declaring your faith in him 

that he is the one who satisfies your need. Believe in him. Follow him. He is trustworthy, and the 

life he has for you is infinitely better than anything you could come up with on your own.  

 

In a way, the rest of this book is Jesus making that same declaration and invitation, whether by 

himself or through others who have accepted it. Some will accept him. Others will reject him. 

But he will see it through until the end, and that’s how we will close this morning, celebrating 

what Jesus ultimately did to make all of this possible. 

 

COMMUNION 


