
The Story of God: 

What We Believe



What we believe about:

God

The Bible

The Human Condition

Jesus Christ

The Work of Christ

The Holy Spirit

The Church

Christian Living

Christ’s Return

Response and Eternal Destiny



Response to God’s Call

Sermon by Wave Carter

We believe that God commands everyone everywhere to believe the 
gospel by turning to Him in repentance and receiving the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We believe that God will raise the dead bodily and judge the 
world, assigning the unbeliever to condemnation and eternal 
conscious punishment and the believer to eternal blessedness and 
joy with the Lord in the new heaven and the new earth, to the praise 
of His glorious grace. Amen.



John 17:1-6
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, 
and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son 
may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to 
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal 
life, that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. 4 I glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work that 
you gave me to do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence 
with the glory that I had with you before the world existed. 6 “I have 
manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of the 
world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept 
your word.



John 17:7-11
7 “Now they know that everything that you have given me is 
from you. 8 For I have given them the words that you gave me, 
and they have received them and have come to know in truth 
that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent 
me. 9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but 
for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All 
mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in 
them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the 
world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your 
name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as 
we are one. 



John 17:12-17
12“While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have 
given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost 
except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled. 13 But now I am coming to you, and these things I speak in 
the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have 
given them your word, and the world has hated them because they 
are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not ask that 
you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil 
one. 16 They are not of the world, just as I am not of the 
world. 17 Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.”



John 17:1-5
1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son 
that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him authority 
over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given 
him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on 
earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to 
do. 5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the 
glory that I had with you before the world existed.”



John 17:10-14
10  “All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in 
them. 11 And I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, 
and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, which 
you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 12 While I 
was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me. I 
have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son 
of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13 But now I am 
coming to you, and these things I speak in the world, that they may 
have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14 I have given them your word, 
and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as 
I am not of the world.”  



Luke 9:21-23
21 And he strictly charged and commanded them to tell this to 
no one, 22 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many things 
and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be raised.” 23 And he said to 
all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow me.”



EMPIRES OF THE WORLD

• Power and Wealth

• Total Control

• Us vs Them

• Fear

• Save Self

• Never Enough

• Always Fail

KINGDOM OF GOD

• Power of God / Trust in God

• Change of Heart / Spirit

• Open to All Through Christ

• Freedom

• About God and Others

• Abundance

• Endures Forever



15 “I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but 

that you keep them from the evil one. 16 They are not of 

the world, just as I am not of the world.”

John 17:15-16



17  “Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 

truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have 

sent them into the world.”

John 17:17-18



15 Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet, 

and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The 

kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 

our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign 

forever and ever.”

Revelation 11:15
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