State Of The Heart

The Joy Of Generosity | Part 3 | Pastor Vince DiPaola

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths
and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But
store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and
vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where vour treasure is, there vour heart will be also.”
Matthew 6:19-21, NIV

*Generosity always starts with the _ HEART .

What Kind Of Heart Does God Look For
In A Generous Person?

1. An __EAGER HEART that advances His cause.

There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the Lord’s
people. For | know your eagerness to help, and | have been

boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last

year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred
most of them to action.

2 Corinthians 9:1-2, NIV

But Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now
| give half of my possessions to the poor, and if | have cheated anybody
out of anything, | will pay back four times the amount.”

Luke 19:8, NIV




2. A__READY HEART that displays His love.

But | am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in
this matter should not prove hollow, but that vou may be ready. as | said
you would be. For if any Macedonians come with me and find you
unprepared, we—not to say anything about you—would be ashamed of
having been so confident.

2 Corinthians 9:3-4, NIV

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for

us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. If
anvone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but
has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear
children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in
truth.

1John 3:16-18, NIV

3. A__WILLING HEART that reveals His grace.

So | thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and
finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it
will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given.

2 Corinthians 9:5, NIV

“Freely you have received; freely give.”
Matthew 10:8b, NIV
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