
 
 

 
 
 
 

Why Move Forward? 
Acts 3.1-10 

 
Just about a year ago, our Life Groups spent ten weeks Practicing the Way, in which we 
reconsidered the central spiritual practices of our Christian lives. A year on, how’s that going? 
Perhaps share with your group what routine you practice in your Christian life. Do you 
practice certain disciplines or habits to enhance your relationship with Jesus? It related to our 
topic this week—in fact, it relates to everything! Why the Church? Let’s jump in Acts 3! 
 
Pastor Eric 
 
Read Acts 3.1-10. Pay attention to how this healing story flows. How does it begin? Who is it 
that Peter believed healed this disabled man? Who does the healed man think brought about 
his healing? Skim through Peter’s sermon that gets going in verse 11. If you can, take a few 
minutes to review chapter 4 while you observe how many times a reference is made to the 
Name of Jesus. How is the Name of Jesus used in those verses? 
 
 
Read Luke 10.1, and notice who Jesus is sending out. In verse 16, Jesus makes an interesting 
statement. In your own words, what’s he trying to say? Now read Acts 9.4, paying attention to 
the last line (even the last word). Do you see a connection between Luke 10.16 and Acts 9.4? 
What does this say about the relationship between Jesus and his followers, the church? 
 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote: “Between his [Jesus’] ascension and his coming again the church is 
his form and indeed his only form” (Christ the Center). Even though our church is only one 
“outpost” of the bigger Church, what does this statement say to you about our self-identity as 
a church?  
 
 
What did Jesus actually do during his earthly ministry that we’re supposed to continue? How 
do you think we are to continue the ministry Jesus began?  
 
 
Doing ministry “in the Name of Jesus” most certainly implies that Jesus does his work today 
through the church. How are we the presence of Christ to our community? What are we at 
Community Covenant not engaged in that we could be if we really understood ourselves to be 
the presence of Christ in our community? What about for you, personally? 
 
 
Finally, review Philippians 2.13. What are we dependent upon God to do? To function as a 
church in the Name of Jesus, to be Jesus to our community, certainly means we must draw 
closer to the source of our power. How can we as a church draw into Jesus? How can you more 
closely draw into him in your personal life? 
 


