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The Book of Daniel // When in Babylon

Series through the book of Daniel.
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Daniel 1:1-20

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 
came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord handed Jehoiakim king of Judah over to him, 
along with some of the vessels of the house of God; and he brought them to the land of Shinar, 
to the house of his god, and he brought the vessels into the treasury of his god. Then the king 
told Ashpenaz, the chief of his officials, to bring in some of the sons of Israel, including some of 
the royal family and of the nobles, youths in whom there was no impairment, who were good-
looking, suitable for instruction in every kind of expertise, endowed with understanding and 
discerning knowledge, and who had ability to serve in the king’s court; and he ordered 
Ashpenaz to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. The king also allotted for 
them a daily ration from the king’s choice food and from the wine which he drank, and ordered 
that they be educated for three years, at the end of which they were to enter the king’s 
personal service. Now among them from the sons of Judah were Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah. Then the commander of the officials assigned new names to them; and to Daniel 
he assigned the name Belteshazzar, to Hananiah Shadrach, to Mishael Meshach, and to 
Azariah Abed-nego. But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the 
king’s choice food or with the wine which he drank; so he sought permission from the 
commander of the officials that he might not defile himself. Now God granted Daniel favor and 
compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials. The commander of the officials said 
to Daniel, “I am afraid of my Lord the king, who has allotted your food and your drink; for why 
should he see your faces looking gaunt in comparison to the youths who are your own age? 
Then you would make me forfeit my head to the king.” But Daniel said to the overseer whom 
the commander of the officials had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 
“Please put your servants to the test for ten days, and let us be given some vegetables to eat 
and water to drink. Then let our appearance be examined in your presence and the appearance 
of the youths who are eating the king’s choice food; and deal with your servants according to 
what you see.” So he listened to them in this matter, and put them to the test for ten days. And 
at the end of ten days their appearance seemed better, and they were fatter than all the youths 
who had been eating the king’s choice food. So the overseer continued to withhold their choice 
food and the wine they were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables. And as for these four 
youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in every kind of literature and expertise; 
Daniel even understood all kinds of visions and dreams. Then at the end of the days which the 
king had specified for presenting them, the commander of the officials presented them before 
Nebuchadnezzar. And the king talked with them, and out of them all not one was found like 
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; so they entered the king’s personal service. As for 
every matter of expertise and understanding about which the king consulted them, he found 
them ten times better than all the soothsayer priests and conjurers who were in all his realm.


1. Isolation 2. Indoctrination 3. Compromise 


Matthew 24:15-16

“Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through Daniel 
the prophet, standing in the holy place— let the reader understand— then those who are in 
Judea must flee to the mountains.


1 Corinthians 10:11




Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, 
upon whom the ends of the ages have come.


Romans 15:14

And concerning you, my brothers and sisters, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves 
are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another.


Luke 21:34

“Be on guard, so that your hearts will not be weighted down with dissipation and drunkenness 
and the worries of life, and that day will not come on you suddenly like a trap;


1 John 2:15

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.


Psalms 119:105

¶Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.


2 Timothy 2:4

No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may 
please the one who enlisted him.


1 Peter 1:15-17

but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it is 
written: “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” If you address as Father the One who impartially 
judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay 
on earth;


John 6:63

The Spirit alone gives eternal life. Human effort accomplishes nothing. And the very words I 
have spoken to you are spirit and life.


Ephesians 5:10-11

Carefully determine what pleases the Lord. Take no part in the worthless deeds of evil and 
darkness; instead, expose them.


Matthew 10:22

And all nations will hate you because you are my followers. But everyone who endures to the 
end will be saved.


Galatians 5:1

It was for this freedom that Christ set us free [completely liberating us]; therefore keep standing 
firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery [which you once removed].


Galatians 6:9

So let’s not get tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of 
blessing if we don’t give up.


1 Peter 5:8-9

Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, 
looking for someone to devour. Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith. Remember 
that your family of believers all over the world is going through the same kind of suffering you 
are.




Revelation 3:11-12

I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take away your crown. All 
who are victorious will become pillars in the Temple of my God, and they will never have to 
leave it. And I will write on them the name of my God, and they will be citizens in the city of my 
God—the new Jerusalem that comes down from heaven from my God. And I will also write on 
them my new name.


Romans 15:4

For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through 
perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.





