
L E V I T I C U S
The Worship & Walk of a Nation 

Bible Study



I N T R O D U C T I O N
Leviticus is God’s guidebook for His newly redeemed people, showing
them how to worship, serve, and obey a holy God. Fellowship with God

through sacrifice and obedience show the awesome holiness of the God of
Israel. Indeed, “You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy” (19:2).

 Leviticus focuses on the worship and walk of the nation of God. In Exodus,
Israel was redeemed and established as a kingdom of priests and a holy

nation. Leviticus shows how God’s people are to fulfill their priestly calling.



K E Y  P E O P L E  I N  L E V I T I C U S  

Moses—prophet and leader who
acted as God’s mouthpiece to

explain His law to Israel (1:1; 4:1;
5:14; 6:1–27:34)

Aaron—Moses’ brother and first
high priest of Israel (1:7; 2:3, 10;

3:5, 8, 13; 6:9–24:9)

Nadab—son of Aaron, in training
to become a priest, died

because of disobedience to the
Lord’s commands (8:36; 10:1, 2)

Abihu—son of Aaron, in training
to become a priest, died

because of disobedience to the
Lord’s commands (8:36; 10:1, 2)

Eleazar—son of Aaron who
succeeded him as high priest of

Israel (10:6–20)

Ithamar—son of Aaron who also
became a priest (10:6–20)



The clear theme of Leviticus is holiness (11:45; 19:2). It teaches
that one must approach a holy God on the basis of sacrifice
and priestly mediation, and that one can only walk with a holy
God on the basis of sanctification and obedience. God’s
chosen people must approach Him in a holy manner.

T H E M E  A N D  P U R P O S E



Leviticus was written to show Israel how to live as a priestly kingdom
and a holy nation in fellowship with God. It provides a guide for worship,
a law code, and a handbook on holiness for the priests. In Genesis man
was ruined and Israel was born; in Exodus people were redeemed and
Israel delivered; in Leviticus people were cleansed and Israel
consecrated to the service of God.

T H E M E  A N D  P U R P O S E  C O N T I N U E D . . .



Before the year that Israel camped at Mt. Sinai: (1) the presence of God’s
glory had never formally resided among the Israelites; (2) a central place
of worship, like the tabernacle, had never existed; (3) a structured and
regulated set of sacrifices and feasts had not been given; and (4) a High-
Priest, a formal priesthood, and a cadre of tabernacle workers had not
been appointed. As Exodus concluded, features one and two had been
accomplished, thereby requiring that elements three and four be
established, which is where Leviticus fits in. Exodus 19:6 called Israel to be
“a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” Leviticus in turn was God’s
instruction for His newly redeemed people, teaching them how to worship
and obey Him.

B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  S E T T I N G



Israel had, up to that point, only the historical records of the patriarchs
from which to gain their knowledge of how to worship and live before
their God. Having been slaves for centuries in Egypt, the land of a
seemingly infinite number of gods, their concept of worship and the
godly life was severely distorted. Their tendency to hold on to
polytheism (belief in many gods) and pagan ritual is demonstrated in
the wilderness wanderings, e.g., when they worshiped the golden calf
(cf. Ex. 32). God would not permit them to worship in the ways of their
Egyptian neighbors, nor would He tolerate Egyptian ideas about
morality and sin. With the instructions in Leviticus, the priests could lead
Israel in worship appropriate to the Lord.

B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  S E T T I N G  C O N T . . .



Even though the book contains a great deal of law, it is
presented in a historical format. Immediately after Moses
supervised the construction of the tabernacle, God came in
glory to dwell there; this marked the close of the Book of
Exodus (40:34–38). Leviticus begins with God calling Moses
from the tabernacle and ends with God’s commands to Moses
in the form of binding legislation. Israel’s King (God) had
occupied his palace (the tabernacle), instituted His law, and
declared Himself a covenant partner with His subjects.

B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  S E T T I N G  C O N T . . .



K E Y  D O C T R I N E S  I N  L E V I T I C U S

S A C R I F I C E

G O D  R E Q U I R E D  S A C R I F I C E S  F R O M
T H E  P E O P L E  T O  A T O N E  F O R  S I N

( 1 : 3 ,  9 – 1 3 ;  1 6 : 3 ;  1 7 : 8 ;  1 9 : 5 ;  E X .
2 9 : 3 4 ;  D E U T .  1 6 : 5 ,  6 ;  J U D G .  1 1 : 3 1 ;

P S .  6 6 : 1 3 – 1 5 ;  M A T T .  5 : 2 3 ,  2 4 ;  R O M .
8 : 3 ;  1 2 : 1 ;  H E B .  2 : 1 7 ;  1  J O H N  2 : 2 )



K E Y  D O C T R I N E S  I N  L E V I T I C U S

H O L I N E S S

T H E  A T T R I B U T E  T H A T  S U M M A R I Z E S
G O D ’ S  P E R F E C T  C H A R A C T E R ;

I S R A E L  W A S  C A L L E D  T O  B E  H O L Y
A S  G O D  I S  H O L Y  ( 1 1 : 4 4 ,  4 5 ;  1 9 : 2 ;

2 0 : 7 ,  2 6 ;  2 1 : 6 – 8 ;  E X .  6 : 7 ;  1 9 : 6 ;  P S .
2 2 : 3 ;  9 9 : 5 ;  I S .  4 1 : 1 4 – 1 6 ;  1  T H E S S .

4 : 7 ;  1  P E T E R  1 : 1 4 – 1 6 )



K E Y  D O C T R I N E S  I N  L E V I T I C U S

O F F E R I N G S

F O R M S  O F  W O R S H I P  T O  G O D ,  T O
G I V E  E X P R E S S I O N  O F  T H E

P E N I T E N T  A N D  T H A N K F U L  H E A R T
( 1 : 1 – 1 7 ;  2 : 1 – 1 6 ;  3 : 1 – 1 7 ;  4 : 1 – 5 : 1 3 ;

5 : 1 4 – 6 : 7 ;  G E N .  4 : 4 ,  5 ;  D E U T .  1 6 : 1 0 ;  1
K I N .  1 8 : 3 3 – 4 0 ;  J O B  4 2 : 8 ;  2  C O R .

5 : 2 1 ;  2  T I M .  4 : 6 )



K E Y  D O C T R I N E S  I N  L E V I T I C U S

I S R A E L  A S  G O D ’ S  H O L Y  N A T I O N

T H E  P E O P L E  T H R O U G H  W H O M
C H R I S T  W O U L D  E N T E R  T H E  W O R L D
( 2 6 : 4 2 – 4 6 ;  G E N .  1 5 : 1 2 – 2 1 ;  E X .  1 9 : 5 ,
6 ;  2  S A M .  7 : 1 3 ;  2 3 : 5 ;  H E B .  8 : 6 – 1 3 )



K E Y  W O R D S  I N  L E V I T I C U S

Offering: Hebrew qorban—2:3; 4:35; 6:18; 7:14, 33; 9:4; 10:14—this Hebrew
word is derived from the verb “to bring near” and literally means “that which
one brings near to God.” The fact that the Israelites could approach to
present their gifts to God reveals His mercy. Even though the people were
sinful and rebellious, God instituted a sacrificial system in which they could
reconcile themselves to Him. The sacrifices foreshadowed Jesus’ death on
the cross, the ultimate offering, the offering that ended the need for any
others. Through Christ’s sacrificial death, we have once for all been
reconciled to God (Heb. 10:10–18). An appropriate response to Jesus’
death for us is to offer our lives as living sacrifices to God (Rom. 12:1).



K E Y  W O R D S  I N  L E V I T I C U S

Memorial Portion: Hebrew ˒azkarah—2:2, 9, 16; 5:12; 6:15; 23:24;
24:7—a memorial portion of a grain offering was a representative
portion burnt on the altar in place of the whole amount. The rest
was a gift to the priest, to support him in his ministry. The word for
memorial portion is related to the Hebrew verb zakar, which
means “to remember.” It signifies the worshiper’s remembering of
God’s gracious character and generosity, especially God’s
remembering and blessing of the worshiper.



K E Y  W O R D S  I N  L E V I T I C U S

Blood: Hebrew dam—1:5; 3:17; 4:7; 8:15; 9:9; 16:18; 17:10; 20:11—related to the
Hebrew word ˒adom, which means “red” (Gen. 25:30) and refers to blood.
This may be the blood of animals (Exodus 23:18) or human beings (Gen.
4:10). The word blood may also represent a person’s guilt, as in the phrase
“his blood shall be upon him”; that is, he is responsible for his own guilt
(20:9). The OT equates life with blood (Gen. 9:4; Deut. 12:23), which vividly
illustrates the sanctity of human life (Gen. 9:6). According to the NT, “without
shedding of blood there is no remission” of sin (Heb. 9:22). Thus the
emphasis on blood in the OT sacrifices pointed to the blood that Christ
would shed, i.e., the life that He would give on our behalf (Rom. 5:9; 1 Cor.
11:25, 26).



K E Y  W O R D S  I N  L E V I T I C U S

Jubilee: Hebrew yobel—25:9, 12, 30, 40, 54; 27:18, 24—literally
means “ram” or “ram’s horn” (Ex. 19:13; Josh. 6:5). The term is
associated with the Year of Jubilee in Leviticus 25:10 and Numbers
36:4. The fiftieth year was a “jubilee” year for the Hebrews, marked
by the blowing of a trumpet (25:9). During that year, the Israelites
were instructed to practice freedom and liberty: debts were
canceled; slaves were freed; the land rested; family property was
redeemed (25:10–17). The fact that Jesus quoted Isaiah 48:8, 9
seems to indicate that Jesus equated His earthly ministry with the
principles of the Year of Jubilee (Luke 4:18, 19).



G O D ’ S  C H A R A C T E R  I N  L E V I T I C U S

God is accessible—
16:12–15

God is glorious
—9:6, 23

God is holy
—11:44–45

God is wrathful
—10:2



Survey of Leviticus
It has been said that it took God only one night to get Israel out of Egypt,
but it took forty years to get Egypt out of Israel. In Exodus, Israel is
redeemed and established as a kingdom of priests and a holy nation;
and in Leviticus, Israel is taught how to fulfill their priestly call. They have
been led out from the land of bondage in Exodus and into the sanctuary
of God in Leviticus. They move from redemption to service, from
deliverance to dedication. This book serves as a handbook for the
Levitical priesthood, giving instructions and regulations for worship.
Used to guide a newly redeemed people into worship, service, and
obedience to God, Leviticus falls into two major sections: (1) sacrifice (1–
17), and (2) sanctification (18–27).



Survey of Leviticus - Sacrifice
Sacrifice (1–17): This section teaches that God must be
approached by the sacrificial offerings (1–7), by the mediation of
the priesthood (8–10), by the purification of the nation from
uncleanness (11–15), and by the provision for national cleansing
and fellowship (16–17). The blood sacrifices remind the worshipers
that because of sin the holy God requires the costly gift of life
(17:11). The blood of the innocent sacrificial animal becomes the
substitute for the life of the guilty offerer: “without shedding of
blood there is no remission” (Heb. 9:22).



Survey of Leviticus - Sacrifice
Sanctification (18–27): The Israelites serve a holy God who requires
them to be holy as well. To be holy means to be “set apart” or
“separated.” They are to be separated from other nations unto God. In
Leviticus the idea of holiness appears eighty-seven times, sometimes
indicating ceremonial holiness (ritual requirements), and at other times
moral holiness (purity of life). This sanctification extends to the people
of Israel (18–20), the priesthood (21–22), their worship (23–24), their
life in Canaan (25–26), and their special vows (27). It is necessary to
remove the defilement that separates the people from God so that they
can have a walk of fellowship with their Redeemer.



C O M P A R I N G  E X O D U S  T O  L E V I T I C U S

Exodus

Pardon
God’s Approach to Man

Man’s Guilt
Salvation

A Great Act

Leviticus

Purity
Man’s Approach to God

Man’s Defilement
Sanctification

A Long Process



C H R I S T  I N  L E V I T I C U S
G O D ’ S  E X P L I C I T  I N S T R U C T I O N S  A B O U T  O F F E R I N G S

W I T H I N  L E V I T I C U S  P O I N T  T O W A R D S  T H E  F I N A L
S U B S T I T U T I O N A R Y  S A C R I F I C E  O F  C H R I S T .  B E C A U S E

T H E  S A C R I F I C E S  O F  T H E  P E O P L E  R E P R E S E N T E D  O N L Y
T E M P O R A R Y  R E M O V A L  O F  I S R A E L ’ S  S I N S ,  T H E Y  N E E D E D

T O  B E  R E P E A T E D  C O N T I N U A L L Y .  J E S U S  L I V E D  A
P E R F E C T  L I F E  O N  E A R T H  A N D  P R E S E N T E D  H I M S E L F  A S

T H E  F I N A L  S A C R I F I C E  F O R  A L L  H U M A N K I N D .  I N
C O N T R A S T  T O  T H E  O T  P A S S O V E R  F E A S T  C E L E B R A T E D
A N N U A L L Y ,  B E L I E V E R S  C O N S T A N T L Y  C E L E B R A T E  T H E
“ F E A S T ”  O F  T H E  N E W  P A S S O V E R — J E S U S  C H R I S T ,  T H E

P A S S O V E R  L A M B  ( 1  C O R .  5 : 7 ) .

 



T H E  L E V I T I C A L  O F F E R I N G S

Burnt Offering (olah, Heb.): a. Sweet aroma; b. Voluntary.
Scripture References
Lev. 1:3–17; 6:8–13.
Purpose
Purging of sinful acts by the worshipper. 
Application
We must pursue moral purity. 



T H E  L E V I T I C A L  O F F E R I N G S

Grain Offering (minhah, Heb.): a. Sweet aroma; b. Voluntary.
Scripture References
Lev. 2:1–16; 6:14–18; 7:12, 13.
Purpose
Giving the best from a person’s property
Application
We must offer excellent effort and service. 



T H E  L E V I T I C A L  O F F E R I N G S

Peace Offering (shelem, Heb.): a. Sweet aroma; b. Voluntary. 
Scripture References
Lev. 3:1–17; 7:11–21, 28–34.
Purpose
Expressed praise to God and fellowship with others.
Application
We must commit to prioritize relationships.



T H E  L E V I T I C A L  O F F E R I N G S

Sin Offering (hattat, Heb.): a. Non-sweet aroma; b. Compulsory.
Scripture References
Lev. 4:1–5:13; 6:24–30.
Purpose
To atone for sin when restitution was impossible. 
Application
We must request forgiveness when we are wrong.



T H E  L E V I T I C A L  O F F E R I N G S

Trespass Offering (’asham, Heb.): a. Non-sweet aroma; b.
Compulsory.
Scripture References
Lev. 5:14–6:7; 7:1–7.
Purpose
Made for unintentional or lesser offenses. 
Application
We must desire to maintain comunication and momentum.  



T H E  F E A S T S  A N D  C H R I S T ’ S  F U L F I L L M E N T


