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1. How are we called to act in defeat?

Joshua 6:27 “So the Lord was with Joshua, and his fame 
was in all the land.”
Joshua 7:1 “But the people of Israel broke faith in regard to 
the devoted things, for Achan the son of Carmi, son of 
Zabdi, son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of the 
devoted things. And the anger of the Lord burned against 
the people of Israel.



Joshua 6: 18&19
“But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to 
destruction, lest when you have devoted them you take any 
of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel a thing 
for destruction and bring trouble upon it. 19 But all silver 
and gold, and every vessel of bronze and iron, are holy to 
the Lord; they shall go into the treasury of the Lord.”

1. Why is this a big deal?
2. Why does one man’s sin affect a whole nation?
     (1 Corinthians 5:6)



Joshua 7: 6-9
Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell to the earth on his 
face before the ark of the Lord until the evening, he and 
the elders of Israel. And they put dust on their heads. 7 
And Joshua said, “Alas, O Lord God, why have you brought 
this people over the Jordan at all, to give us into the hands 
of the Amorites, to destroy us? Would that we had been 
content to dwell beyond the Jordan! 8 O Lord, what can I 
say, when Israel has turned their backs before their 
enemies! 9 For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of 
the land will hear of it and will surround us and cut off our 
name from the earth. And what will you do for your great 
name?”



“It is not wrong for us to pray for God to do things for 
His glory, but we must surrender to His will.”        –
Matthew Henry

1. How are we called to act in defeat? 
 → We are to pray boldly!



2. How are we called to act in confession?

Joshua 7: 10-15 Finding the guilty party.



Joshua 7: 21
“when I saw among the spoil a beautiful cloak from Shinar, 
and 200 shekels of silver, and a bar of gold weighing 50 
shekels, then I coveted them and took them. And see, they 
are hidden in the earth inside my tent, with the silver 
underneath.”



Joshua 7: 24&25 → The punishment.

“Our God is slow to anger, but our sin can provoke 
His holy wrath.” –Miguel Nunez
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“We really cannot understand God’s wrath because 
sin does not bother us much.” –Dale Ralph Davis



Matthew 18: 15-17
 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have 
gained your brother. 16 But if he does not listen, take one 
or two others along with you, that every charge may be 
established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If 
he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax collector.”



2. How are we called to act in confession?
    → With Contrite Hearts.



3. How are we called to act in victory?

Joshua 8: 3-29 → The victory.



Deuteronomy 21: 22-23
“cursed in anyone hanged on a tree”

Galatians 3:13
“Christ redeemed us…
by becoming a curse for us”



The Importance of God’s Word

Exodus 19:5 and 1 Timothy 4:13



3. How are we called to respond in victory?
    → With Worship!



Hosea 2: 14-15
“Therefore, behold, I will allure her,
    and bring her into the wilderness,
    and speak tenderly to her.
15 And there I will give her her vineyards
    and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.
And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth,
    as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.
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