


Matthew 1:18-25

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. 
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, 
before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a 
just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, 
behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, 
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as 
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit.



Matthew 1:18-25

21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
    and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from 
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he 
took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she had given 
birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.



3 Objections Regarding God

1. God is distant.
2. God is vindictive.
3. God is indifferent.



Objection One: Is God Distant?



Objection One: Is God Distant?

Genesis 2:7
 then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the 
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and 
the man became a living creature. 

Genesis 2:18a
Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should 
be alone;



Objection One: Is God Distant?

Genesis 3:15
I will put enmity between you and the woman,
    and between your offspring and her offspring;
he shall bruise your head,
    and you shall bruise his heel.”



Objection One: Is God Distant?

Old Testament: Tabernacle



Objection One: Is God Distant?

New Testament

John 1:1-2&14
n the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God.
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt [tabernacled] 
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 



Objection Two: Is God Vindictive?

Exodus 34:6; Psalm 103:8; & Psalm 145:8
The Lord is merciful and gracious,
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.



Objection Two: Is God Vindictive?

John 6:39
And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose 
nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the 
last day. 



Objection Three: Is God Indifferent?

Philippians 2:5b-8
Christ Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men. 8 And being found in human 
form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.
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