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Two Kings. Two Kingdoms. 
We are reminded in Romans 13:1, “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.” The governing authorities placed over us are 
intended for order for us as citizens and for the establishment of laws. Yet what happens when governing authorities 
do evil, rather than the will of God? In today’s Gospel from Mark 6, we are reminded what evil governing can do, as 
Herod would behead John the Baptist. Though it was a time of sobering grief and shocking sorrow for the disciples 
and Christ Himself, Jesus would continue in His mission for the sins of the world. Herod’s kingship would eventually 

come to an end. Christ’s kingship would be established to rule eternally. May we obey the appropriate authorities placed over  us, yet 
amid assured sinfulness in earthly governance, remain firm with our citizenship under the King and kingdom that has no end. 
 
525 Crown Him with Many Crowns stanzas 1-3 

 

 

 

 
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-94, alt.; Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93; Text and tune: Public domain. 

 

Invocation & Confession Psalm 124:8; 130:3-4; Luke 18:13 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 
and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 
seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
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Psalm Response Psalm 85:1-7 
P LORD, You were favorable to Your land; You restored the fortunes of Jacob. 

C You forgave the iniquity of Your people; You covered all their sin. 

P You withdrew all Your wrath; You turned from Your hot anger. 

C Restore us again, O God of our salvation, and put away Your indignation toward us! 

P Will You be angry with us forever? Will You prolong Your anger to all generations? 

C Will You not revive us again, that Your people may rejoice in You? 

P Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us Your salvation. 
 

525 Crown Him with Many Crowns stanza 4 

 

 

 

 
Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903; Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93; Text and tune: Public domain. 
 

Absolution & Psalm Response Psalm 85:8-13 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 

and ordained servant of Christ and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for He will speak peace to His people, to His saints; but let them not 
turn back to folly. 

C Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land. 

P Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; righteousness and peace kiss each other. 

C Faithfulness springs up from the ground, and righteousness looks down from the sky. 

P Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase. 

C Righteousness will go before Him and make His footsteps a way. 

 
525 Crown Him with Many Crowns stanza 5 

 

 

 

 
Text: Matthew Bridges, 1800-94, alt.; Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93; Text and tune: Public domain. 
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Salutation & Prayer of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray… O Lord, amid earthly strife among nations, governments, and peoples within their own lands, 

C remind us through Your Word and Spirit that Your kingdom is not of this world, that as we face troubles in this 
life, we trust in the truth that through Christ’s death and resurrection You have overcome the world; 

P through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Amos 7:7-15 
 7This is what [the Lord God] showed me: behold, the Lord was standing beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a 
plumb line in his hand. 8And the LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And I said, “A plumb line.” Then the Lord 
said, “Behold, I am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel; I will never again pass by them; 9the high 
places of Isaac shall be made desolate, and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste, and I will rise against the house 
of Jeroboam with the sword.” 10Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos has 
conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to bear all his words. 11For thus Amos has 
said, “‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, and Israel must go into exile away from his land.’” 12And Amaziah said to 
Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of Judah, and eat bread there, and prophesy there, 13but never again 
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of the kingdom.” 14Then Amos answered and said to 
Amaziah, “I was no prophet, nor a prophet’s son, but I was a herdsman and a dresser of sycamore figs. 15But the LORD 
took me from following the flock, and the LORD said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3-14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose 
of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 7In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he 
lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, 
which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 
earth. 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works 
all things according to the counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of 
his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the 
praise of his glory. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Verse Matthew 5:10 
P Alleluia. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,  

C for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 6:14-29 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
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 14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, “John the Baptist has been raised from the 
dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is 
a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.” 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has been 
raised.” 17For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, because he had married her. 18For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your 
brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was 
greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet 
for his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22For when Herodias’s daughter came in and 
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will give 
it to you.” 23And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24And she went 
out and said to her mother, “For what should I ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” 25And she came in 
immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a 
platter.” 26And the king was exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his 
word to her. 27And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded 
him in the prison 28and brought his head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 29When 
his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Children’s Message 
 
655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 

 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug; Text and tune: Public domain. 
 

Sermon 
 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 
from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He 
will come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs... Gracious Lord, we 

are citizens of the nations and places in which You have put us, with our citizenship in heaven assured. In our 
land, guide and direct the governing authorities over us that they may serve according to Your will. Impart in 
them Your truth and wisdom that life be treasured and protected, justice enacted, and order kept secure. Grant 
Your protection over those who serve in the military both here and abroad, and safety to all who keep roads and 
communities safe in their law enforcement vocation. Amid the conflicts and tribulations in any land, instill in us 
responsible citizenship as we await the eternal kingdom not of this world. Thy kingdom come, 

C Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

P In these summer months grant favorable weather and safe travel for all who give thanks for Your creation. In 
each and every season, continue to pour out Your mercy and grace that we as Your people remain faithful and 
trusting in Your promises made, fulfilled, and yet to come. Thy kingdom come, 

C Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

P For all who face troubles and trials in life, in mind, body, or soul, give Your peace and comfort in times of 
affliction... For those who have gone before us in the faith, we give You thanks for their witness of truth and 
hope. Comfort those who grieve...In all things, grant us Your Spirit to sustain us in our earthly pilgrimage. Thy 
kingdom come, 

C Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

P We lift up to You the authorities over us in our Synod, districts, and congregations. Grant wisdom and confidence 
for all who lead. Bless all churches and people of all ages that You gather together as Your own, that we may be 
courageous witnesses of Your grace and truth to our neighbors, communities, and beyond. Thy kingdom come, 

C Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

P Your kingdom is not of this world, yet You come to us still in Your Word and Sacraments to strengthen us, nourish 
us, and forgive our sins. Bless our unity and fellowship at Your Table as we receive Jesus in His body and blood 
until the eternal feast You have prepared for those who keep faith in You. Thy kingdom come, 

C Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

P Into Your hands we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

Preface & Proper Preface 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human 
flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to 
death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 

only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. We thank You that You call 
us by name, and we pray we continually heed Your voice of invitation. Even as You call us now to this Table to 
receive our Savior’s body and blood, let Your servants hear Your word of forgiveness and grace to strengthen and 
sustain us. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, 
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 
 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Pax Domini 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 210 
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Text: Stephen P. Starke. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS 
686 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Robinson, 1735-90, alt.; Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg; Text and tune: Public domain. 
 

580 The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace 
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5 It bears to all the tidings glad And bids their hearts no more be sad; 

The weary, burdened souls it cheers And banishes their guilty fears. 
 

6 May we in faith its message learn Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn; 
May we in faith its truth confess And praise the Lord, our righteousness. 

 

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828-1915, alt.; Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim; Text and tune: Public domain. 
 

810 O God of God, O Light of Light 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John Julian, 1839-1913, alt.; Tune: Johann Störls . . . Schlag- Gesang- Und Noten-Buch, 1744, Stuttgart; Text and tune: Public domain. 
 

Nunc Dimittis LSB 211 
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Post-Communion Thanksgiving & Benediction 

P Let us pray… We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we 
implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look 

upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise stanzas 1-2 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: John Ellerton, 1826-93; Tune: Edward J. Hopkins, 1818-1901; Text and tune: Public domain. 
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