Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (LCMS)
321 N 10th, Beatrice, NE 68310
December 24, 2025
Christmas Eve

THIS IS HOW GOD SHOWED HIS LOVE
AMONG US: HE SENT HIS ONE AND ONLY
SON INTO.THE WORLD THAT WE MIGHT

LIVE THROUGH HIM. |
- | JOHN 49




CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2—4
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn -ing;
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come ye, O come___ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee__ be glo - ry giv’'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - 1y to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt.
Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 17111786
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation
P  Inthe name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Exhortation LSB 151

P Ifwe say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C Butifwe confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Kneel/Stand
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.



Confession of Sins LSB 151

P  Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C Mostmerciful God, we confessthat we are by nature sinful and
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved You with ourwhole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of
Your holy name. Amen.

Absolution LSB 151
P  Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
Stand
SERVICE OF THE WORD
Introit Psalm 24:1, 3—5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7

P: I will tell of the decree:
C: The LORDsaid to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten
you.”
P: The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof,
C: the world and those who dwell therein.
P: Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
C: And who shall stand in his holy place?
P: He who hasclean hands and a pure heart,
C: who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not
swear deceitfully.
P: He will receive blessing from the LORD
C: and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: T will tell of the decree:
C: The LORDsaid to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten
you.”



Kyrie LSB 152
o)
1 ]
=== —
J e ¥
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra-cious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
P  The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P  Letus pray.
0O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of Your
only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as
our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold Him when He comes
to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Sit
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10-14
10A gain the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORDyour God; let it be

deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not
put the LORDto the test.” 13And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord
himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle 1 John 4:7-16

7Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves
has beenborn of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not
know God, because God is love. 9n this the love of God was made manifest
among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live
through him. 1oIn this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us
and sent his Sonto be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another. 12No one has ever seen God; if we love
one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us.

13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us
of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to
be the Savior of the world. 15Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,
God abides in him, and he in God. 16So we have come to know and to believe
the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in
God, and God abides in him.



A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
— J { o —— ]
.) o — [
words of e-ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18-25

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
C Gloryto You, O Lord.

18Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother

Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found
to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19And her husband Joseph, being a just
man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But
as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife,
for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 2She will bear a son,
and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”
22A]1 this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 2sbut knew her not until
she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.

P  This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise toYou, O Christ.

Sit
359 Lo, How a Rose F’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing From ten - der stem hath
21 - sa - iah ’twas fore - told it The rose 1 have in
3 This flow’r, whose fra-grance ten - der  With sweet-ness fills  the
4 0O Sav - ior, child of Mar - vy, Who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes -se’s lin-eage com -ing As proph-ets long have
mind; With Mar -y we be-hold it, The vir-gin moth - er
air, Dis - pels with glo-rious splen-dor The dark-ness ev - ry-
woe; O  Sav-ior, King of glo - ry, Who dost our weak - ness
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sung, It came, a flow - 'ret  bright, A - mid the
kind. To show God’s love a - right, She bore to
where. True man, yet ver -y God, From sin and
know:  Bring us at length we pray To the bright
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cold of win - ter, When half - spent was the night.
us a Sav - ior, =~ When half - spent was the night.
death He saves wus And light - ens ev - 'ry load.
courts of heav - en, And to the end - less day.

Text (sts. 1—2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, alt.; (sts. 1—2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808 —59; (st. 3):
tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845-1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876 -1948
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Koln

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Stand

Nicene Creed
C Ibelieve in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God ofvery God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were m ade;

who forusmen and for our salvation came down from

heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also forus under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures



and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And1I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver oflife,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

AndI believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and I look forthe resurrection of the dead

and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
The congregation responds to each petition with “Lord, have mercy”

Sit
Offering
Stand
Offertory
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What shall I ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itisin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us ourtrespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead usnot into tem ptation,
but deliver us from evil.
ForThine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Stand

Benediction LSB 166

(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.
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363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts.1-3,11
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1Si - lent nightt ho - ly night! All is calm,
2 Si - lent night; ho - ly night! Shep - herds  quake
3S8i - lent nightt ho - ly night! Son of God,

Stil - le Nacht, hei - li - ge Nacht! Al - les schldft,
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all is bright Round yon vir -  gin moth - er and child.
at the sight; Glo - ries stream from heav -en a - far,
love’s pure light Ra - diantbeams from Thy ho-ly face
ein - sam wacht Nur das hei - li - ge El - tern- paar,
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Ho - ly In - fant, so ten-der and mild, Sleep in heav-en - ly
Heav’'n-ly hosts sing, Al -le-1lu - ia! Christ, the Sav -ior, is
With the dawn of re - deem - ing grace, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy
Das im Stal - le zu Beth-le-hem war, Bei dem himm - li-schen
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peace, Sleep in heav - en - ly peace.
born! Christ, the Sav - ior, is born!
birth, Je - sus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Kind, Bei dem  himm - i - schen Kind.

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792-1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820-85
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787-1863
Text and tune: Public domain

362 O Sing of Christ
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1 O sing of Christ,whose birth  made known The kind-ness of the Lord,
2 What Ad-am lost, none could re - claim, And Par-a - dise was barred
3 He cameto that which was His own, But He was not re-ceived;
4 Lord Je-susChrist, You deigned to dwell A -mongus here on earth
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E - ter - nal Word made flesh and bone So we could be re - stored.
Un-til the sec-ond Ad - am came To mend what sin had marred.
Yet still through Him God’s glo - ry shone, And some His name be - lieved.
As God with us, Em-man-u - el, To bring this ho -1y birth.
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Up - on our frail hu - man-i - ty God’sfin-ger chose to trace
For  when the time was full and right God sent His on - ly  Son;
To these He gave the rightto be The heirs of heav’n a - bove,
Though rich,You will -ing - ly  be - came One with our pov - er - ty,
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The full-ness of His de - i - ty, The 1i-con of His grace.
He came to us as life and light And our re - demp-tion won.
Bornnot of hu-man an - ces-try But bornof God in love.
That we might share Your wealth and name For all e - ter - ni - ty!



Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955

Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003644
Tune: Public domain
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