
Welcome to St. Paul’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 

321 N 10th, Beatrice, NE  68310 

December 24, 2025 

Christmas Eve 

 

 

 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. 

Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Exhortation LSB 151 
P If we say  we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 

forgive our sins and cleanse us from  all unrighteousness. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 



Confession of Sins LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most m erciful God, we confess that we are by  nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and 

deed, by  what we have done and by  what we have left undone. 

We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves. We justly  deserve Your present and 

eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 

have m ercy  on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 

may  delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory  of 

Your holy  name. Amen. 

 

Absolution LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by  His authority , I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy  Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Stand 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

Introit Psalm 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7 

P: I will tell of the decree: 

 C:  The LORD said to m e, “You are my  Son; today  I have begotten 

you.” 

P:  The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, 

 C:  the world and those who dwell therein. 

P:  Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD? 

 C:  And who shall stand in his holy  place? 

P:  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

 C:  who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does not 

swear deceitfully . 

P:  He will receive blessing from the LORD 

 C:  and righteousness from  the God of his salvation . 

Glory  be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy  Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P:  I will tell of the decree: 

 C:  The LORD said to m e, “You are my  Son; today  I have begotten 

you.” 

 



Kyrie LSB 152 

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
  



 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with y ou. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, You make us glad with the yearly  remembrance of the birth of Your 

only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. Grant that as we joy fully  receive Him as 

our Redeemer, we may  with sure confidence behold Him when He comes 

to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy  Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

Sit 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 
 10Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 1 2But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 

put the LORD to the test.” 1 3And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary  men, that you weary  my  God also? 1 4Therefore the Lord 

himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 John 4:7–16 
 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves 

has been born of God and knows God. 8Anyone who does not love does not 

know God, because God is love. 9In this the love of God was made manifest 

among us, that God sent his only  Son into the world, so that we might live 

through him. 1 0In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 

and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11Beloved, if God so loved 

us, we also ought to love one another. 1 2No one has ever seen God; if we love 

one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

 1 3By  this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us 

of his Spirit. 1 4And we have seen and testify  that the Father has sent his Son to 

be the Savior of the world. 1 5Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 

God abides in him, and he in God. 1 6So we have come to know and to believe 

the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in 

God, and God abides in him. 



  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 1:18–25 
P The Holy  Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C Glory  to You, O Lord. 

  

 1 8Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary  had been betrothed to Joseph, before they  came together she was found 

to be with child from the Holy  Spirit. 1 9And her husband Joseph, being a just 

man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20But 

as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in 

a dream, say ing, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, 

for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy  Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 

and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
22All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by  the prophet: 

23“Behold, the v irgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they  shall call his name Immanuel” 

(which means, God with us). 24When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the 

angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25but knew her not until 

she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Sit 

359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 



 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): 

tr. Harriet R. K. Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 

Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln  

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Alm ighty, 

     m aker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very  God of very  God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by  whom  all things were m ade; 

     who for us m en and for our salvation came down from  

heaven 

     and was incarnate by  the Holy  Spirit of the v irgin Mary  

     and was m ade m an; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day  He rose again according to the Scriptures 



          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory  to judge both the living 

and the dead, 

     whose kingdom  will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from  the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy  Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I  acknowledge one Baptism  for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 
The congregation responds to each petition with “Lord, have mercy” 

 

Sit 

Offering 
 

Stand 

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy  name, 

     Thy  kingdom  come, 

     Thy  will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day  our daily  bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into tem ptation, 

     but deliver us from  evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Stand 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

 

 
 

363 Silent Night, Holy Night sts. 1–3, 1l 

 



 

 

 
Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85 

Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

362 O Sing of Christ 

 

 

 

 



Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958  

Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003644 

Tune: Public domain 
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