
Shubal Stearns (1706-1771) 

 

 
 

Key Designation: “Father of Baptist Awakening and Missions” 

 

Key Background Information: 

 Raised Congregationalist, experienced adult conversion under the 

preaching of Whitefield in 1745, and was baptized by immersion as a 

Baptist in 1751. 

 Stearns’ style was eloquent with penetrating eyes resulting in a direct 

appeal for salvation to the lost. Also noted for his sound judgment, 

humility, and faith. 

 In contrast to Whitefield, Stearns wasn’t as forceful; in contrast with 

Edwards, he was not as intellectual or Calvinistic. However, Stearns 

was as eloquent and effective as any preacher in the Awakening. 

 Known as the model of the Separate Baptist’s “Sandy Creek 

Tradition”, which was more evangelistic and revivalistic than its flip-

side, the “Charleston Tradition” of the more Calvinistic Regular 

Baptists. Regular Baptists became the heirs of the Calvinistic 

Particular Baptists from back in England. Separate Baptists were more 

similar to the General Baptists, who were much less Calvinistic. 

 Credited with having started dozens upon dozens of churches, along 

with his son-in-law Daniel Marshall 

 

Key Events: 

 1754-55 begins revival work in North Carolina, which leads to the 

founding of new mission work for Baptists. 

 

Key Ideas 

 After study of the Scripture and observing the negative responses 

among most Congregationalists to Whitefield, Stearns came to accept 



believer’s baptism by immersion, as well as other basic Baptist tenets, 

including a rejection of a established denomination 

 Accepting the emotional responses often found in Whitefield’s 

crusades, he leads a new breed of Baptists that at least tolerate more 

overt expressions. Shouting, leaping, falling out faint, as well as 

spiritual dancing were sometimes observed, though not normative. 

 Separate Baptists adopted “Nine Rites,” which included believer’s 

baptism by immersion, the memorial view of the Lord’s Supper, love 

feasts which accompanied the Supper, the right hand of fellowship, 

the kiss of charity, infant dedications, anointing the sick for healing, 

and foot washing. The last later quickly died out. Separates also were 

suspicious of educated ministers with fixed salaries, believing it 

opened the door for charlatans, more concerned about money than 

spirituality. Education at that time was dominated by the Puritans, 

which the Separates opposed. 

 

 

 


