The New Exodus
January 11, 2026

The Original Exodus

e The Historical context: Captivity in Egypt —Judgment on Egypt incl the Passover - Miraculous
release thru God’s chosen deliverer — The promise of rest and provision — Doubt. disobedience,
rejection, and judgment in the wilderness - Entrance into the Promised Land

e God refers to Himself in the context of this event at least 18 times. One example:

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery.” (Ex 20:2)

Hundreds of years later, the Psalmist used the wilderness experience that was part of the Exodus
event as a warning and encouragement

e This writer saw the wilderness event as an example of a rebellious spirit from the past that
could infect the present (Ps 95:1-11)

e When another millennium had passed, the author of Hebrews would make that same
connection (more below)

The New Testament writers saw the redemptive work of Christ in terms of a New Exodus
e The death of Christ is called an “exodus” (Lk 9:30-31)
e Jesus is the true Passover, sacrificed for His people (Ex 12:5; 1 Cor 5:7)
e Jesus is THE lamb without blemish or spot (Ex 12:5-6; 1 Pet 1:18-19. See also Jn 1:29)

e Jesus’ people, like Israel before them, are the congregation/church (ekklesia) in the wilderness
(Ex 16:10; Acts 7:37-38)

e Their baptism into Christ is the counterpart to Israel’s passage through the Red Sea (Ex 14:19-
22; 1 Cor 10:1-2)

e Their sacramental feeding on Him by faith is the counterpart to Israel’s nourishment with
manna and the water from the rock (Neh 9:15; 1 Cor 10:3)

e Jesus, the Living Rock, is their guide through the wilderness (Isa 48:21; 1 Cor 10:4)

e The heavenly rest which lies before the believer is the counterpoint to the earthly Canaan,
which was the goal of the Israelites (Deut 11:8-12; Heb 3:7-4:11)

(cont’d on back)



Paul also tells the Corinthian believers that the record of Israel’s punishment in the wilderness has
been “preserved for our instruction,” lest we should imitate their disobedience and be overtaken by
comparable judgment...

Nevertheless, with most of them God was not pleased, for they were overthrown in the wilderness.
Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did.
(1 Cor 10:5-6)

Jude also draws practical lessons for his fellow believers, reminding them of these truths drawn from
the original Exodus event...

“Now I want to remind you, although you once fully knew it, that Jesus,
who saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.”
(Jude 1:5)
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event as a warning and encouragement

e This writer saw the wilderness event as an example of a rebellious spirit from the past that
could infect the present (Ps 95:1-11)

e When another millennium had passed, the author of Hebrews would make that same
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The New Testament writers saw the redemptive work of Christ in terms of a New Exodus
e The death of Christ is called an “exodus” (Lk 9:30-31)
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