
11/4/2025

1

ONCE FOR ALLONCE FOR ALL

DELIVEREDDELIVERED

Dr. Michael J. Svigel

Dallas Theological Seminary

JUDE 1–3

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
THE FAITH

The Trinitarian creation-fall-

redemption narrative 

centered on the person and 

work of Christ in His first 

and second coming, which 

we are to believe, live, 

preserve, and pass on.

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
1Jude, a servant of Jesus 

Christ and brother of 

James, To those who are 

called, beloved in God the 

Father and kept for Jesus 

Christ:
2May mercy, peace, and love 

be multiplied to you.
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ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
1Jude, a servant of Jesus 

Christ and brother of 

James, To those who are 

called, beloved in God the 

Father and kept for Jesus 

Christ:
2May mercy, peace, and love 

be multiplied to you.

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
3Beloved, although I was 

very eager to write to you 

about our common salvation, 

I found it necessary to write 

appealing to you to contend 

for the faith that was once 

for all delivered to the 

saints. 

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
THE FAITH

The Trinitarian creation-fall-

redemption narrative 

centered on the person and 

work of Christ in His first 

and second coming, which 

we are to believe, live, 

preserve, and pass on.
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ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
THE CENTER 

The Faith centers on the person 

and work of Christ in his first 

and second coming—the 

central theme of the Bible, 

theology, Christian life, and all 

reality.

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
“We believe that all the 

Scriptures center about the Lord 

Jesus Christ in His person and 

work in His first and second com-

ing, and hence that no portion, 

even of the Old Testament, is 

properly read, or understood, 

until it leads to Him.”

Doctrinal Statement of Dallas Theological Seminary

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
THE STORY

The Faith truthfully relays the 

overarching biblical narrative 

of creation, fall, redemption, 

and ultimate restoration put 

into effect by the harmonious 

work of the triune God: from 
the Father, through the Son, 

and by the Holy Spirit.
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TRINITARIAN

C
R

E
A

T
IO

N
–

REDEMPTIONN
A

R
R

A
T

IV
E

13 14

15 16

17 18



11/4/2025

4

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
“The Church, though dispersed 

throughout the whole world, 

even to the ends of the earth, 

has received from the apostles 

and their disciples this faith: In 

one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven, and earth, and 

the sea, and all things that are 

in them;.. 

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
“…and in one Christ Jesus, the 

Son of God, who became 

incarnate for our salvation; and 

in the Holy Spirit, who 

proclaimed through the prophets 

the dispensations of God, and 

the advents, and the birth from 

a virgin, and the passion, and 

the resurrection from the dead,..

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
“…and the ascension into 

heaven in the flesh of the 

beloved Christ Jesus, our Lord, 

and His manifestation from 

heaven in the glory of the 

Father.”*

*Irenaeus of  Lyons, Against Heresies 1.10.1 (c. 180)

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
THE STANDARDS

The Faith has always been 

summarized by “church con-

fessions,” “universal creeds,” 

“doctrinal statements,” and 

“historic ordinances”—used as 

guides for teaching new 

believers and for reminding us 

of the center and the story.
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ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
1. The Triune God as Creator and 

Redeemer

2. The Fall and Resulting Depravity 

3. The Person and Work of Christ

4. Salvation by Grace through Faith

5. Inspiration and Authority of 

Scripture

6. The Redeemed Incorporated into 

Christ

7. Restoration of Creation

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

“THE FAITH ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED”

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
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“THE FAITH ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED”

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

Nicaea (325)

Constantinople (381)

Ephesus (431)

Chalcedon (451)

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
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“THE FAITH ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED”

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

According to 

the authority of  Scripture alone,

we are saved by grace alone

through faith alone 

in Christ alone

to the glory of  God alone.
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“THE FAITH ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED”

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

Affirmation of  Classic Orthodoxy

Reassertion of  the “Five Solas”

Verbal, Plenary Inspiration

Inerrancy of  Scripture

Sufficiency of  Scripture

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

“THE FAITH ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED”

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
THE CENTER: The person and 

work of Christ in His first and 

second coming.

THE STORY: The epic Trinitarian 

creation–fall–redemption 

narrative.

THE STANDARDS: The classic, 

foundational doctrines of the 

Christian faith.
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ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

OUR RESPONSE
ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

OUR RESPONSE
Believe It

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

OUR RESPONSE
Believe It

Live It

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

THE          MUST

NOT CONTRACT

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

THE          MUST

NOT CONTRACT

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
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THE          MUST

NOT CONTRACT

THE          MUST

NOT EXPAND
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THE          MUST

NOT CONTRACT

THE          MUST

NOT EXPAND
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OUR RESPONSE
Believe It

Live It
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OUR RESPONSE
Believe It

Live It

Preserve It
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ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

OUR RESPONSE
Believe It

Live It

Preserve It
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OUR RESPONSE
Believe It

Live It

Preserve It

Pass It on

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

2 TIMOTHY 2:2
“What you have heard from 

me in the presence of  many 

witnesses entrust to faithful 

men, who will be able to teach 

others also.”

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED

ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED ONCE FOR ALL DELIVERED
THE FAITH

The Trinitarian creation-fall-

redemption narrative 

centered on the person and 

work of Christ in His first 

and second coming, which 

we are to believe, live, 

preserve, and pass on.
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