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COVID-19 has disrupted life in our nation more 
than anything in my lifetime. The terrorist attack 
on 9/11 was a horrible event, but outside of NYC, 
we bounced back pretty quickly.  We missed just 
one Sunday of football. The other day I asked 
Roger Johnson to compare what is happening 
now to WW2.  Back then they had rationing of 
fuel, tires, sugar, etc.  Many men were overseas 
fighting a war, and some of those were killed.  In 
Chisholm there were nightly “blackouts” because 
the Iron Range produced the iron- that made the 
steel- that made the tanks and all sorts of 
military hardware. There was a real fear that 
Japanese or German bombers could find their 
way to Northern Minnesota.  Yet, even in WW2, 
people still went to church, kids still went to 
school, and there was still baseball. Yes, during 
the Spanish flu pandemic in 1918, which no one 
here remembers, churches were closed for three 
or four weeks, but that was only in Washington 
DC and a few other parts of the country.   
 
This is a very unusual and very challenging time.  
Even though Google Search says there are almost 
ten billion articles about the COVID-19 
pandemic, there is still a lot of uncertainty and 
many unanswered questions. I surely don’t have 
all the answers, but there are five things which I 
know are true. That is our topic this morning: 
“Encouraging Truths for What Can Seem Like 
Discouraging Times.”  Let’s pray the Lord would 
indeed encourage us this morning. 
 
Truth #1.  I know God is Sovereign over all that is 
currently happening in our world. This recent 
Babylonian Bee headline reads, “Latest numbers 
on the Corona Virus: 100% of the world is still 
under God’s control. The “Bee” is a satirical 
website that is not fake news. That is truth the 
Bible clearly teaches. 
 
In Ephesians 1:11b the Apostle Paul says, God is   
‘The one who works out everything according to 
the purpose of  his will.”  That everything includes 
COVID-19.   
 
In Isaiah 45:6b, 7 we read, “ I am the Lord, and 
there is no other. I form the light, and create 
darkness, I bring prosperity and create disaster, 
I,  the Lord do all these things.”  So, Pastor Dan, 
are you saying that God has sent this pandemic? 

Is He responsible for 8,000 deaths?  No, I am not 
saying that.  In philosophical terms, I believe that 
God is neither the immediate or responsible 
cause for the disease, but He is the ultimate 
cause. What does that mean in English?  
Basically, God did cause this pandemic like He 
did the plagues in Egypt back in the time of 
Moses.  The cause apparently has something to 
do with bats in Wuhan, China.  Yet, God has 
chosen to allow the pandemic to occur for His 
purposes.  He could, if He chose to do so, have 
stopped the corona virus before  it made one 
person sick.   I would gently say, if you don’t 
believe that, you don’t believe in the God 
described in the 
Bible, the true and living God.  Nothing happens 
in the world unless God allows it to happen. 
 
Matthew 10:29, 30- Not a sparrow falls to the 
ground without you Father’s consent.  But even 
the hairs of your head have all been counted. 
 
In other words, not one falls from your head 
unless God allows it to happen.  Folks, I don’t 
believe the Lord caused this pandemic, but I am 
confident He will use it for His purposes. And 
folks, that always includes His glory and the 
ultimate good of His people. 
 
As Romans 8:28 reminds us: And we know that 
God causes everything to work together for the 
good of those who love God and are called 
according to His purpose for them. 
 
Truth #2-I know diseases such a COVID-19 are 
part of the fallen world in which we live.  Though 
the disruption of everyday life because of efforts 
to contain this pandemic are unparalleled, there 
have actually been seven influenza pandemics 
over the past 200 years. The most serious was the 
Spanish flu which in 1918-19 infected an 
estimated 500 million people, which was roughly 
1/3 of the world’s population at that time. It 
resulted in roughly 50 million deaths,  that 
included about 675,000 in the U.S.  The most 
deadly pandemic was “The Black Death” which in 
seven years (1346-1353) killed and estimated 50 
million people in Europe, which at that time was 
about 60% of the population.  Now, at this point 
,COVID-19 has infected about 200K people and 
resulted in 8K deaths.  My point is, we need   to 



 

 
keep perspective and not panic As C. S. Lewis 
said, “We must not exaggerate the novelty of our 
situation.” Now, we have no idea where those 
numbers may end up, but even if everyone on 
this planet catches the virus, at the 4% death 
rate, which is three times what it is in the U. S., 
we’ll never come anywhere close to killing ¼ of 
the population as Revelations 6 says the riders on 
the pale horse in the 4th seal does.  The book of 
Revelations does not talk about COVID-19. 
 
In Matthew 24:7 Jesus says, as we approach the 
end of human history,(CSB) There will be 
famines and earthquakes in various places. 
 
However, the KJV says, “famines, pestilences, 
and earthquakes.”  Which verse is correct?  I 
don’t think it really matters. As we approach the 
end of history, I believe there will be indeed a 
variety of calamities and catastrophes before 
Jesus’s return. Could this pandemic signal that 
Jesus’s  second coming will occur within the next 
year? Maybe.  Yet, it is also very possible that like 
the Spanish flu and even the bubonic plague, this 
too shall pass.  Folks, we live in a world that has 
been “cursed” because of human sin.  Suffering is 
something we should expect.  When a pandemic 
hits, it is not something that should cause us to 
panic and begin to doubt God’s sovereignty or 
His goodness.  Though within the past 60 plus 
years, its impact on American life is unparalleled, 
this novel corona virus is actually pretty normal 
in this world that has been corrupted by sin. 
 
I love the Andrew Peterson song that we sing, 
“He is Worthy.”  I would, however, change the 
first line which says, “Do you feel this world is 
broken?  We do.”  That seems to make the 
brokenness of the world in which we live a matter 
of our perception.  I would say, “ Do you know 
that this world is broken?  We do.”  Without any 
doubt, with absolute certainty, we can say this 
world is broken. It is a world that can be, and can 
only be put back together by the Lord, the Lion of 
Judah, the Lamb who was slain.  That was my 
thought before I ever heard of COVID-19 and it is 
very much my thought today. 
 
 
 
Truth #3- I know that COVID-19 is a call from the 
Lord to turn to Him. I believe every famine, 
pestilence and earthquake is a call from the Lord 

to turn to Him. In Luke 13, Jesus talks about 
Galileans who were killed by Pilate and about 
eighteen men who were killed when a tower in 
Jerusalem fell on them.  We talked about that in 
a sermon a few months ago. We noted that Jesus 
says it is foolish to speculate whether the people 
who died were guilty of some particular sin.  They 
might have been, but Jesus implies that more 
likely their deaths were a result of living in the 
fallen world that we live in. That is what happens 
sometimes.  Evil rulers have people executed.  
Structures collapse and seemingly innocent 
people die.  Yet, Jesus’s message from those 
tragic deaths is this: 
 
Luke 13:3 – Unless you repent, you will perish as 
well. 
 
So when we think about the 8,000 people who 
have died from COVID-19,  I don’t think our 
focus should be: What have these individuals 
done that they deserved this fate? No, we need to 
hear Jesus’s words: Unless you repent, you will 
perish as well. 
 
C. S. Lewis once said,”God whispers to us in our 
pleasure, but shouts to us in our pain.” Folks, the 
Lord is shouting to us right now in the current 
pandemic.  I don’t think God is usually shouting 
to certain people about particular sins these 
individuals are committing.  Yes, that might 
happen in some cases. If you think the Lord is 
specifically speaking to you, you better listen. 
However, I believe what God is shouting to all of 
us through this pandemic is this: “You do not 
know what the future will bring. That knowledge 
belongs to Me, to God, alone. You have never 
known and will never know what the future will 
bring. You should realize, however, that your life 
is fragile. Someday you are going to die, probably 
not from this virus, but you will die. It  is 
important to prepare for what comes after death. 
Turn from your sin and selfishness and receive 
the gracious salvation I have provided through 
Jesus Christ.”  That is the message the Lord has 
for the entire world at this time and some people 
are hearing it. COVID-19 has helped some folks 
realize how fragile life is. Maybe for the first time 
in their life, they are thinking of their own 
mortality.  Often they are afraid.  They don’t 
know what will happen after they die. 
 



 

 
As these people hear the Lord shouting to them 
in their pain, we have the privilege of shouting 
words of hope to them. Oh, usually you don’t 
have to raise your voice, but to those who are 
anxious and afraid, you can calmly speak works 
of peace and hope.  You can tell them how 
through His death and resurrection, Jesus has 
conquered death itself. You can share with them 
the wonderful words Jesus spoke to Martha in 
 
John 11:25,26a – Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. The one who believes in 
me, even if he dies, will live.  Everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die.” 
 
Then you can explain how everyone who trusts in 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord can say with 
confidence, “I believe in the resurrection of the 
dead and the life everlasting.” 
 
Truth #4 – I know this time of national 
emergency provides Christians with wonderful 
opportunities to obey the Lord Jesus and to love 
our neighbors as ourselves. It also is a great 
opportunity to point people to the Lord Jesus. 
Bill and Sue lived in a town outside of Rome, Italy 
in the year 250 A.D. They had converted to 
Christianity about ten years earlier. There was 
not overt persecution in their town, but 
Christians were not at all popular. In January of 
that year, a plague hit. No one in town knew what 
caused it or even what it was called, but they 
knew that people were getting sick and dying. 
Pretty much everyone in town fled and went to 
places where people were not ill. The ones left 
were sick people and Bill and Sue and some of 
their Christian friends. Because those with the 
disease were alone and had no one to care for 
them, they often died, not from the plague, but 
from a lack of food and water. 
 
Bill and Sue, because they had been taught to 
love their neighbors, and because they were not 
afraid of death, decided to stay in their town to 
care for pagan neighbors abandoned by their 
families. Of the five people Bill and Sue helped, 
two of them died, but three of them eventually 
recovered. All three were very grateful, and two 
of them, Bob and Jim, started attending church 
with Bill and Sue and became Christians. A year 
later, when the plague was over, Bob and Jim’s 
families returned to the town. They were 
surprised and grateful to find Bob and Jim alive 

and well. Eventually these family members 
became Christians, too. Folks, that is one way the 
early church grew. Obviously, my story is 
fictional, but it reflects what really happened.  
Sometimes the stories don’t have such happy 
endings. Sometimes Bill and Sue would get the 
disease and die. Yet, loving their neighbors, 
caring for the sick during a plague, was 
something the Lord used to bring people to faith 
in Jesus. 
Throughout history, Christians have often 
played a crucial role during difficult times, caring 
both for each other and for their non-Christian 
neighbors. The same thing should be true today. 
Our love for our neighbors and our trust in the 
Lord should enable us to serve other people and 
serve our communities during this difficult time. 
How do we do that?  It starts with being 
informed, being aware of what the needs around 
us are. One thing to keep in mind in the current 
pandemic is that the elderly and those with 
compromised immune systems appear to be most 
vulnerable to this virus. Most of us know folks in 
that category. Some of us are in that category. We 
need to do our best to care for one another. 
Especially if someone is alone, we need to check 
in with that person on a regular basis.  We should 
make sure he is not sick and has developed a 
respiratory ailment. We should make sure she is 
not afraid to go out and buy groceries or other 
things she might need. With schools being 
closed, some folks need help with child care, 
because now their kids are at home while they are 
still going to work. I know some of you have 
already expressed a willingness to open up your 
home and help others in this way. 
 
Also, keep in mind emotional and social needs 
people have.  God did not create us for social 
distancing. We need to interact with other 
people. Yes, face book  and the telephone are 
good ways to do that, but you might consider 
inviting others into your home for a meal. Yes, 
take precautions, but if you know there is very 
low risk of being infected or infecting someone 
else, reach out to people around you.  This may 
build relationships and in those relationships 
point people to the Lord Jesus. Also, let me add 
this. If you have hoarded food, toilet paper, etc., 
make sure you share with folks who are in need. 
Yes, if you have to do so, you may sell it to them, 
but make sure the mark up is minimal. Love your 
neighbors, don’t try to take advantage of them. 



 

 
 
Truth # 5 – I know that despite all the uncertainty 
surrounding us, we should resist temptation to 
be anxious or afraid. 
Oh, that temptation is strong! As I said, this time 
seems more uncertain than any other in which 
most of us have lived.  It is a challenge. It is very 
true that we don’t know what tomorrow will 
bring. There may be really good news or really 
bad news. However, that is not just true in March 
of 2020.  That is true every day of our lives.  We 
never know what tomorrow will bring. We are 
always swimming in a sea of uncertainty. It is just 
that we are a bit more aware of that these days. 
 
With that in mind, the instructions the Apostle 
Paul gives us in Philippians 4:6,7 seem very 
relevant. “Don’t worry about anything; instead, 
pray about everything. Tell God what you need 
and thank Him for all he has done.  Then you will 
experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything 
we can understand. His peace will guard your 
hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 
 
The Lord never promised us that life would be 
easy. If anything, He kind of promised the 
opposite. Jesus says, 
 
John 16:33 – “In this world you will have trouble, 
But take heart! I have overcome the world.”  
 
And indeed He has. Through His death and 
resurrection, through the gift of His Spirit, 
through the promise of eternal life, the Lord has 
equipped us for such a time as this.  Take heart, 
and when those around us are starting to panic, 
when the stress is starting to get to them, we can 
display the peace of Christ in our lives and share 
with them how they can experience that peace as 
well. 
 
So, folks, even though there is much I don’t 
know, 1.) I do know that God is Sovereign over all 
that is currently happening. 2.) I do know that 
things like COVID-19 are part of the fallen world 
in which we live. 3.) I do know COVID-19 is a call 
from the Lord to turn to Him. 4.) I do know this 
time of national emergency provides a wonderful 
opportunity for Christians to obey the Lord and 
love our neighbors as ourselves.5.) I do know that 
despite all the uncertainty surrounding us, we 
should resist the temptation to be anxious or 
afraid. 

 
May these five truths bring encouragement to 
you during what may seem like a very 
discouraging time. 


