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The COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a lot of 
confusion and uncertainty, including at the CDC, 
the U.S. Center for Disease Control. Initially, the 
CDC said it was not a good idea for healthy 
people to wear face masks. Now they recommend 
it. Initially, the CDC said the virus could be 
transmitted on surfaces such as through a letter 
in your mail box or sitting at a picnic table where 
someone with the virus had been sitting two 
hours earlier. Then, a few weeks ago, they 
essentially said that the virus cannot be 
transmitted that way. Now, their position seems 
to be, “Yes, the virus could be transmitted that 
way, but it is extremely unlikely that it will be.” 
Initially, the CDC said someone could be 
contagious with the virus for fourteen days 
before exhibiting any symptoms. Now, they say, 
“Yes, that could happen, but again, very 
unlikely.” Now, I am not trying to pick on the 
CDC. The point is that some things some very 
smart people thought were true ten weeks ago, 
are no longer true, according to them. 

On March 22, I preached a sermon entitled, 
“Encouraging Words for Discouraging Times.” 
Amidst all of the uncertainty that hit us this 
spring, there were five points which I felt were 
certain. After ten weeks, I have not changed my 
mind. I still am convinced these things are true, 
so maybe my track record is a little bit better than 
the CDC’s. I will give you a quick review. 

Number One: I was and continue to be confident 
that God is sovereign. This is something the Bible 
clearly teaches and which really is at the 
foundation of the Christian faith. The God 
described in the Bible (Ephesians 1:11) works all 
things according to the purpose of His will. That 
includes (Isaiah 45:7) both prosperity and 
calamity. Indeed, (Matthew 10:29) there is not a 
single sparrow that falls to the ground unless God 
chooses to allow that to happen. This all leads us 
to: 

Romans 8:28 – And we know that God causes 
everything to work together for the good of 
those who love God and are called according 
to his purpose for them. 

Friends, everything includes the Corona virus and 
all that goes along with it. I hope this truth has 

brought encouragement to you during this 
unusual time. 

Number Two: I was and continue to be certain 
that diseases like COVID-19 are part of the fallen 
world in which we live.  Andrew Peterson’s 
wonderful song asks, “Do we feel the world is 
broken?” and answers, “We do.” However, I 
would tweak that and ask, “Do we know that the 
world is broken, and still answer with an 
emphatic, “Yes!” It is possible God has “sent” 
this virus for specific reasons, but like many 
other evils and tragedies that surround us, He 
may just be allowing us to taste the fruit of the 
fallen world in which we live. 

Number Three: I still am confident that COVID-
19 is a call from the Lord to turn to Him. Every 
experience of pain and suffering includes a call 
to do that. Luke 13 tells us that whenever tragedy 
occurs to others, whether it is innocent people 
being slaughtered by an unjust ruler or a building 
falling down and crushing people, the lesson for 
us is (Luke 13:3) “Unless we repent, we too will 
perish.” C. S. Lewis says, “God whispers to us in 
our pleasure and shouts to us in our pain.” God 
has been shouting at us a bit during the past 
three months. 

Number Four: I have been and will continue to be 
confident that times like this are great 
opportunities to honor the Lord and serve others.  
It has always been that way for Christians. Ten 
weeks ago, I reminded you of what happened in 
the Roman Empire when they had pandemics.  
When the Bubonic Plague hit, well people would 
flee to the countryside, leaving sick family 
members to die, often from thirst or starvation. 
Christians, because they were not afraid of death, 
often stayed in the city, caring for sick family 
members and for sick pagan neighbors who had 
been abandoned by their families. When those 
pagan neighbors recovered, as many of them did, 
they often became Christians. That is one 
example of how, if we avoid panic, the Lord will 
use us to be a great blessing to others.  As I 
sometimes put it, “If you keep your head when 
everyone else is losing theirs, you will be taller 
than most people.” Keeping our heads leads us to 
the fifth truth. 



 

 

Number 5: I continue to be certain that we need 
to resist the temptation to be anxious and to 
panic.  We need to hear and heed these words the 
Lord says to us: 

Philippians 4: 6, 7 – “Don’t worry about 
anything; instead, pray about everything. 
Tell God what you need and thank Him for all 
He has done. Then you will experience God’s 
peace, which exceeds anything we can 
understand. His peace will guard your hearts 
and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 

God is sovereign. Bad things happen in our fallen 
world. Trouble and tragedy call for us to turn to 
the Lord. A time of crisis is a great time to seek to 
honor God and serve other people. We need to 
resist the temptation to be anxious and panic. 
Those are five truths of which I was confident ten 
weeks ago, five truths of which I am still 
confident today. Frankly, I believe, by the grace 
of God, I will be confident of these truths as long 
as I am on this earth.  Now, let me focus on some 
things I have been learning these past ten weeks. 
Maybe I should have known these things, maybe I 
thought they were true, but now I am seeing 
them more clearly. 

First, I am learning that “scientism” is quite 
shallow.  Here is a quick history lesson.  Modern 
science is deeply rooted in Christianity. 
Copernicus, Galileo, and Isaac Newton were all 
Christians who believed the world in which we 
live is not a random accident, but has been 
purposely designed by the Creator. Thus, the 
natural world, as well as the heavens, are meant 
to be explored and understood. Those discoveries 
are to be utilized to improve the human 
condition. This is part of the mandate (Genesis 
1:26) for human beings to have dominion over 
the earth. Scientific observation, along with 
reason and revelation (what God reveals through 
the Bible), were the three streams flowing into 
the river called knowledge. Scientific 
observation, reason and revelation.  Science was 
not in conflict with Christianity, but was seen as 
helping people live more fully for the glory of 
God. Over the last one hundred years or so, that 
understanding has totally changed. 

Today, many people embrace scientism. This 
view sees science as the sole source of knowledge 
and understanding. It is the only stream flowing 
into what we truly know. That means what the 
Bible says, revelation, is no longer relevant. It 
also means that reason or logic is no longer 
important. So it is not just theology, but also 
philosophy and history which are ignored. As a 
result, our thinking and understanding has been 
distorted. 

One phrase I have heard frequently over the last 
ten weeks is, “We have to follow the science.” That 
is a rather silly statement, because science by 
itself, can’t really lead us anywhere.  Science 
provides data, often important data, but that 
data needs to be interpreted and then needs to be 
utilized in a wise way. For example, science tells 
us that if people who don’t have the Corona virus 
go to hospitals and clinics where someone has 
the virus, they could get sick. When more people 
get sick, more people will die. So it seems, 
science tells us hospitals and clinics should be 
closed to people who don’t have the virus. But 
science also tells us that when folks who have 
cancer, diabetes and heart disease don’t go to 
hospitals or clinics, some of them will die, which 
means more people will die. Yes, tele-medicine 
and on-line care can be helpful, but it isn’t the 
same. So, which is the best choice? People will 
die if individuals without the virus go to the 
hospital and people will die if they don’t go to the 
hospital. My point is simply, science doesn’t give 
us that answer!  Wisdom is required and wisdom 
is much more at home in the realm of theology 
and philosophy, than it is in science. We need to 
keep the following verse in mind. 

Proverbs 9:10 – The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom and the knowledge of 
the Holy One is insight.  

In fact, the entire book of Proverbs is   great to 
read and ponder if you really want to develop 
understanding and wisdom. 

My point is that science and scientists, although 
very useful and helpful, do not know everything. 
They don’t have all the answers. Many remember 
that sixty years ago, President Eisenhower 
warned against what he called “the military-



 

 

industrial complex.” I think he was right. A 
number of companies made a lot of money 
making $300 toilet seats for the Pentagon. In the 
same speech, however, he warned against 
scientific elites, who with much knowledge, but 
not nearly as much wisdom, would lead our 
country down some wrong paths. Friends, 
science can provide some answers, but not all the 
answers!  Thus science should be embraced, but 
scientism should be clearly rejected. I have been 
seeing that more clearly during the last ten 
weeks.  

The second thing I am learning is that many 
people don’t think of the church as being 
essential. As most parts of our country were 
basically shut down in what was said to be an 
effort to slow the spread of the Corona virus, a 
distinction was made between essential and non-
essential businesses. In Minnesota, liquor stores 
were deemed essential, where churches were not. 
That surprised many people. I remember in 
March, guys were taking off early from work one 
Friday to get to the liquor store and stock up 
because they thought the government was going 
to close liquor stores on Saturday. That didn’t 
happen, but churches were closed. That seems 
really strange to most of us. Some suggest that 
we as Christians bare a big share of the 
responsibility. They say if churches were having 
the positive impact on the community that they 
should be having, helping and caring for people 
like we should be, then others would see us as 
essential. Maybe, but there are a lot of wonderful 
things churches do behind the scenes, that get 
little recognition and that is actually how it is 
supposed to be. Others see the non-essential 
designation as political discrimination, with 
churches being punished for not supporting 
those in office. Again, there may be something to 
that, but I think it is a bit simplistic. 

It is important to remember that only 40% of 
Americans attend church on a regular basis, 
meaning even once a month. That percentage is 
probably even lower on the Iron Range. Most 
people simply don’t go to church. There are 
about 20% who attend a few times a year, 
especially Christmas or Easter, but that leaves 
40% who basically never go to church, 40% of the 
people!  Is church essential for these folks? No. 

Just like I could have gotten along quite well if 
liquor stores had been closed for a few months. 
Most people can get along just fine if churches 
are closed. In fact, there are a significant number 
of folks who think it would be a good thing if all 
churches would close for good. That really should 
not be a surprise because Jesus warned that the 
world around us would likely not be a big fan of 
the church. 

John 15:18 – If the world hates you, keep in 
mind that it hated me first. 

Yes, we should strive to have a good reputation 
in our community, but we should never be under 
the illusion that everyone will like us if we are 
faithfully following Jesus. From a political 
standpoint, I think the whole essential/non-
essential designation is very flawed. What is 
essential to some, may not be essential to others. 
The fact that I would do just fine without liquor 
stores being open, doesn’t mean everyone would. 
Although many folks don’t understand why it is 
so important for you and me to gather as a church 
and worship the Lord, it is very important to us!  In 
fact, I would say it is essential. 

Thirdly, I am learning or seeing even more clearly 
how we as Christians need to gather as a church. 
One of the fears I had ten weeks ago was that 
many in our congregation would get used to on-
line church and actually prefer it. After all, there 
are some advantages to being able to roll out of 
bed at 8:55 and still be ready for the 9:00 service, 
even if you are still in your pajamas. And of 
course, there is nothing immoral about watching 
that service at 9:00 in the evening. Yet, whatever 
the convenience of on-line worship, I find that 
most of the people in our congregation are really 
anxious to get back together for in-person 
services, rather than virtual ones. Outdoor 
services, like this one, may not be their 
preference, and health concerns may keep some 
away, but I no longer fear that most of you would 
rather stay home and worship in your pajamas.  

I want to make sure that I am not diminishing the 
on-line services. I am so grateful we have been 
able to do them. I want to give a shout out to 
Bryan, Erin, Siri, and Adam who have been 
instrumental in making them happen. I don’t 



 

 

want to forget Honey L., who has searched for 
and selected the kid’s videos for us. Producing 
these on-line services isn’t exactly easy. It is 
really weird preaching this sermon with Jim 
Halberg as the only member of the congregation. 

Sitting down at 9:00 A.M. on Sunday morning 
and watching these services has been wonderful 
for me. It has sometimes been like an oasis in the 
middle of a spiritual desert. Almost every week, 
one or more of those worship songs has me in 
tears, good tears. We are going to continue to do 
the on-line worship services for the foreseeable 
future. When we move inside, we will likely 
simply livestream them, so I won’t have to 
preach to an empty room. For those who, for 
whatever reason, are not at church on Sunday, 
the on-line worship service will continue to be a 
great resource. Yet, for those of us who are able 
to be together to see each other’s faces and hear 
each other’s voices, it is much better than 
“zoom.” 

In the past few months, we have been reminded 
of the truth that maybe we already knew, but on 
which we didn’t often focus. This Christianity 
thing, in not just “Jesus & Me.” The Christian life 
is always to be a life lived in community. We 
follow Jesus together. When someone stumbles 
in the ditch, others are there to help that person 
up and get back on track. These words the Lord 
gives us in Hebrews have become more 
significant to many of us: 

Hebrews 10:25 – And let us not neglect our 
meeting together, as some people do, but 
encourage one another, especially now the 
day of his return is drawing near. 

Yes, we are able to do this to some degree 
worshipping on-line. We do better in our outdoor 
worship services. We will be able to do it even 
better when we can worship in our building again 
with minimal restrictions. Over the last weeks I 
have heard this comment a number of times: “I 
will never again take for granted the privilege it 
is to come together and worship the Lord on 
Sunday morning.” That is so true, but keep that 
in mind next January when it is 20 degrees below 
zero on a Sunday morning and on-line church 
seems like such a good option. 

In recent months, I have heard comments like 
this, usually coming from a pastor. “Well, you 
know it is actually better that our congregation is 
not allowed to meet right now, because it gives 
us the opportunity to really be the church.  The 
church is never about people meeting in a 
building. It is about people being out there, in 
their neighborhoods, at work and school, 
showing the love of Christ to people by serving 
them.” I do know many Christians are doing 
things to serve people in their communities, as 
they have often done, and that is a good thing. 
Yet, that is only a part of what the church is 
about. By its very nature, the church is a gathered 
people. In the New Testament, the word used for 
church is ecclesia, which means “to be called out 
from, to be called out of the world to gather as 
the people of God.” In the Old Testament, “the 
assembly” people gathering or assembling was at 
the heart of what God’s people did. Traditionally, 
theologians talk about “the church gathered and 
the church scattered”. This describes how we 
come together to worship the Lord and be 
strengthened in our faith and then scatter into 
the world to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 
serve the people out there. Both aspects of a 
church are important. We need to both gather 
and scatter, in that order.  Gathering together is 
a very important part of what we are and do as a 
church. It is a good thing that we are moving 
toward doing that again. 

Another thing we are learning is that we don’t 
have any certainty what tomorrow will bring. 
God alone knows the future. Yet, we can be 
confident the words God has spoken will always 
be true and the promises He has made will always 
be kept. By God’s grace, this enables us to live 
each day, no matter what is taking place around 
us, for His Glory! 


