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“An Adventure with Bryan and Andy” skit 
 
Friends, any similarities between that skit and the 
1946 holiday film, “It’s a Wonderful Life,” are not 
just coincidental.  The skit and the movie remind 
us that each of us impacts people around us. 
 
Our topic this morning, however, is not what the 
world would have been like if George Bailey or 
Bryan Fagerstrom had never been born, but what 
it would be like if Jesus had never been born.  What 
if that young woman named Mary had never given 
birth to a baby over 2,000 years ago in Bethlehem 
of Judea?   
 
Friends, I believe that if Jesus had never come, 
there would not just be a hole in the fabric of 
history, but the fabric would totally unravel.  I 
don’t think it is an understatement to say that 
everything is different because Jesus was born. 
 
Friends, as we explore why that is the case, I hope 
each of us will also realize the difference the 
coming of Jesus makes for our lives today, here in 
northern Minnesota, in the year of our Lord 2019.  
Let’s pause and pray that would happen. 
 
Folks, you probably realize if Jesus had never 
been born, there would be no Christmas.  It 
might not always be winter, as it was in Narnia 
under the reign of the white witch, but there 
would never be Christmas.   
 
Oh, this could still be a “festive time of year.”  The 
winter solstice near the end of December was 
celebrated by pagans before the time of Jesus and 
will, no doubt, be celebrated by pagans even here 
in the northland on Saturday. 
 
We would still have New Year’s Eve, Hanukkah 
(the Jewish festival) and maybe even Kwanza (the 
African holiday someone created just over fifty 
years ago as part of a December holiday season.  
But there would be no Christmas. 
 
There would be no carols or nativity scenes.  All 
the thoughts which fill our minds and hearts when 
we sing those words and look at these figures, 
would simply not be there.  If Jesus had never been 
born, there would be no Christmas. 
 

Also, if Jesus had never been born, our 
calendar would be totally different.  This is the 
year of our Lord 2019.  What does that mean – 
2,000 plus 19 what?  Well, 2,019 years since Jesus 
was born in Bethlehem – 2019 A.D.  The last part 
is the abbreviation for the Latin words Anno 
Domini, which means “the year of the Lord.” 
 
Today, of course, some people like to use the 
phrase, “The Common Era,” C.E., to describe our 
calendar.  Yet, what happened 2,019 years ago 
that makes it the common starting point of the 
calendar?  The answer is obvious – the birth of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Bryan was born 37 years ago, but no one calls this 
year 37.  I was born 62 years ago, but no one on 
the planet considers this year 62.  Various 
individuals said that man landing on the moon in 
July of 1969 was “the greatest event in human 
history.”  Yet, I don’t hear anyone saying this is 
the year 50.   
 
It is 2019 because approximately 2,019 years ago 
(the precise date is subject to debate), Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem.  None of the other “great 
events of history” even begin to compare with the 
impact Jesus has had upon this planet.  This is why 
our calendar is based upon his birth, not anyone 
else’s. 
 
So, why would the calendar be based on the birth 
of Jesus?  What is the big difference he has 
made on human history? 
 
Well, to be honest, there are folks who claim 
Jesus’ impact has been negative, and that we 
would all be better off if Jesus had never been 
born. 
 
A man named Friedrich Nietzsche was one of 
them.  This 19th century philosopher referred to 
Jesus’ teaching as “slave morality.”  He argued 
that rather than being loving, kind and turning the 
other cheek, people needed to fight for what they 
wanted.   
 
He claimed Jesus died too young and insisted that 
Jesus would surely have rejected his own teaching 
if he had lived to maturity. 
 



 
Nietzsche’s views had a big impact on Adolf 
Hitler.  Because he attempted to use the German 
church for his own political purposes, many folks 
don’t realize that Hitler hated Christianity almost 
as much as he hated Judaism.   
 
Hitler believed that both Jews and Christians had 
“spoiled and soiled the wonderful instincts of 
man.”  He said after the destruction of Judaism, 
the next logical step was to work for the extinction 
of Christianity. 
 
Of course, when it comes to hating Christianity, 
few can top the Communists.  People like Marx, 
Lenin, Stalin, Mao and Cherry, Minnesota’s own 
Gus Hall all claimed to look forward to the day 
when “the last priest would be strangled with the 
guts of the last preacher.”  These folks hated 
Christianity and would have been pleased if Jesus 
had never been born. 
 
In our day, there seems to be a growing number of 
people who lament the impact Jesus and his 
followers have had on the world.  Christians, 
Christianity, and thus, Jesus Christ, are blamed for 
destroying the environment, oppressing women 
and repressing sexual expression.   
 
There are sometimes warnings in various media 
outlets about the danger evangelical Christians 
pose to democracy.  If you visit the Wolf Center in 
Ely, you will find a display (I assume it is still 
there) which claims Christianity is responsible for 
the negative attitudes many folks have toward 
wolves, since Jesus spoke negatively about 
“wolves in sheep’s clothing.” 
 
Yet, amid all the complaints about Christianity 
and the Christian church, a more objective look at 
history reveals that Jesus and his followers have 
had a very positive impact.   
 
One obvious contribution is education.  
Christians have long been the primary advocates 
of universal schooling.  Why?  We are people of 
the book.  We believe it would be good if all human 
beings were literate because then each one could 
read the Bible.   
 
And Christians have not just promoted literacy.  
They are the main force in developing written 
languages.  If it were not for Wycliffe Bible 
Translators, many tribal and other languages 
would never exist in a written form.   

Universities were started by European Christians 
in the Middle Ages to help people grow in their 
understanding of God, His Word and the world.  In 
the United States, almost all of the Ivy League 
universities were started with the goal of training 
pastors.  Harvard’s original motto was “Christo et 
Ecclesiae,” meaning “For Christ and His Church.” 
 
What if Jesus had never been born?  Now, if you 
don’t think illiteracy and ignorance are such bad 
things, then perhaps you are not so impressed 
with Christianity’s record, but if you value 
education, you can be very thankful Jesus was 
born. 
 
Though our political system seems to be going 
through a difficult time right now, I can assure 
you it would be much worse if Jesus had never 
been born.  Though Thomas Jefferson was 
apparently not a Christian, if Jesus had never been 
born, there would be no “Declaration of 
Independence.”  The idea that “all men are 
created equal and endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable rights” is an idea rooted in the 
Bible. 
 
Even Nietzsche, that anti-Christian philosopher, 
acknowledged that Christianity was the only 
religion or philosophy in the ancient world to 
even imagine that every individual possessed 
inherent dignity and worth. 
 
Another atheist philosopher, Luc Ferry, wrote 
this: 
 
“It was Christianity that introduced the notion that 
men are equal in dignity; an unprecedented idea at 
the time and one to which our world owes its entire 
democratic inheritance.” 
 
If Jesus was never born, it is unlikely that civil 
liberties, economic freedom and democratic 
republics would exist to the degree that they do 
today. 
 
It is also good to remember that efforts to 
abolish slavery, whether in ancient times, the 
19th century or today have pretty much been 
led by Christians.  The Civil Rights movement in 
our country in the 1960’s would not have occurred 
without the leadership of black Christian churches 
and pastors.  Remember – it was Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King who led that effort. 
 



 
And it is worth noting that it is Christianity that 
has elevated the role of women.  In first century 
Judaism, men would often pray, “Lord, I thank you 
that I was not born a Gentile or a woman.”  And 
the Jews treated women much better than their 
pagan neighbors. 
 
Christianity taught that both men and women 
are created in the image of God and equally 
part of God’s family.  This is an idea that has yet 
to catch on in the Muslim world.  Racial minorities 
and women should be especially glad that Jesus 
was born. 
 
The list of positive differences Jesus and his 
followers have made goes on.  Though there is 
much talk about a conflict between religion 
and science today, modern science really owes 
its existence to Christianity. 
 
Though people like Newton, Copernicus and 
Galileo sometimes irritated church leaders, they 
were Christians.  They were convinced science was 
possible because God had created an orderly 
universe, governed in a purposeful rather than a 
random manner.   
 
They believed the “having dominion” mandate of 
Genesis 1 meant we as human beings were called 
to continuously explore and seek to understand 
the world God had made.  That is why scientific 
discoveries have been so much more prevalent in 
the western world than in Muslim or Buddhist 
societies. 
 
Though later explorers came to North and South 
America to find gold, Christopher Columbus 
discovered the New World because he was intent 
on sharing the message of Christianity with 
people who had never heard of Jesus.  If Jesus had 
never been born, he would never have done that. 
 
Many barbaric cultures have been greatly 
improved by Christianity.  Minnesota Nice is a 
result, not of our Viking heritage, but our 
Lutheran heritage.  When I say “Vikings,” I don’t 
mean the football team, but the guys who went 
around plundering and pillaging Europe during 
the Middle Ages.  These were the people children 
all over Europe had in mind as they went to bed at 
night and prayed, “Lord, please save us from the 
Vikings.”   
 

Yet, when brave Lutheran missionaries went to 
those Scandinavian countries and told the people 
there about Jesus, that culture was totally 
changed…..for the good!   
 
Countless acts of charity, including most 
hospitals and almost all relief agencies, are a 
result of Jesus’ command that his followers “love 
their neighbors as themselves.” 
 
I read an article a couple of years ago by an 
anthropologist complaining how Christianity had 
destroyed the culture of a jungle tribe in the 
Amazon.  Yet, the leader of that tribe says 
Christianity has saved his tribe.  “We were hateful 
people who would have likely all been killed 
fighting other tribes or each other.  Jesus Christ 
taught us to love other people.”  It is a good thing 
for those folks that Jesus was born. 
 
And that compassion doesn’t stop with other 
people.  Though some may blame Christianity for 
negative attitudes about wolves, Christians have 
long opposed cruelty to animals.   
 
William Wilberforce, the leading Christian 
statesman in 19th century England, made his mark 
on history by opposing slavery and cruelty to 
animals.  Though Christians believe human 
beings are made uniquely in God’s image and for 
that reason can never embrace “animal rights,” we 
also believe God has assigned us to care for the 
rest of creation.  That includes animals and the 
environment as a whole.  Though Christians can 
never be worshipers of nature, as some people are, 
we are called to be good stewards of what God has 
entrusted to us. 
 
Let me mention one more aspect of life which 
would be very different if Jesus had not been 
born:  art and music.  Now I know there would 
be plenty of art and music without Jesus, but there 
would be no Rembrandt paintings and no Bach 
concertos.  Most of the finest art and music ever 
produced in human civilization have come from 
men and women whose lives have been impacted 
by Jesus Christ.  It is a good thing for all of us that 
he was born. 
 
Incidentally, an excellent discussion of many of 
the things I have mentioned this morning is found 
in a book written a few years ago by Dr. James 
Kennedy entitled, “What if Jesus Had Never Been 
Born.”  I guess he borrowed that title from today’s 



 
sermon!  No, it’s the other way around.  The book 
is in our church library and is a worthwhile read. 
 
Friends, today some folks like to talk, often in very 
exaggerated and inaccurate ways about how 
terrible the Crusades, Spanish Inquisition, Salem 
Witch Trials, etc. have been.  And certainly many 
very bad things have been done by people who 
claimed to be Christians. 
 
Yet, I think it is very clear that the net impact of 
Jesus and his followers has been extremely 
positive.  It was a very good thing that Jesus was 
born.   
 
An anonymous composition describes Jesus’ life 
and influence this way: 
 
“Over 2,000 years have come and gone, and today he 
is the central figure of the human race.  All the 
armies that have ever marched, all the navies that 
ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, all the 
kings that ever reigned, put together, have not 
affected the human life on this earth as much as this 
one solitary life.” 
 
Folks, Jesus’ impact has been great, but maybe you 
are not real interested in the way Christianity has 
shaped history.  However, the difference Jesus 
being born makes in our lives as individuals – 
in my life and in your life – matters a great 
deal as well.  If Jesus had never been born, there 
would be so much you and I would never have. 
 
One of my favorite Christmas verses is: 
 
2 Corinthians 8:9 – For you know the grace of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, though he was rich, yet 
for your sakes he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become rich. 
 
Jesus was born over 2,000 years ago.  He came to 
earth so that we who put our trust in him might 
become rich.  Does that mean Christians will 
always enjoy six-figure incomes and fat bank 
accounts?  No.  But it does mean that we have so 
much that we would not have if Jesus had 
never been born. 
 
Here is one example:  Because of Jesus Christ, we 
can experience forgiveness for our sins.  Friend, 
maybe your soul is weighed down by guilt, 
knowing that you failed in your relationships with 
your family, with other people and with God.  

Jesus promises that all who come to him will be 
relieved of that burden. 
 
Maybe your life has been one big regret and you 
find yourself saying, “If only I would have done 
that.  If only…..”  However, if you are trusting in 
Jesus Christ, he promises he will use the mistakes 
you have made, and even the wrongs that have 
been done to you, for his glory and ultimately for 
your good. 
 
Perhaps you are someone who struggles with an 
addiction.  It may be alcohol, drugs, porn, food, 
gambling, whatever.  You know your habit is 
wrecking your life.  You have tried to quit, but you 
can’t seem to do it.  Friends, because Jesus was 
born, you can.  If you turn to him, he will help you 
find freedom from that addiction. 
 
He will also help you find freedom from sinful 
habits and attitudes like uncontrolled anger, 
bitterness and jealousy.   
 
Maybe you have a really good life, a nice family, 
plenty of money, but are finding that things still 
seem so empty.  It all just doesn’t seem to mean a 
whole lot.  Friends, in Jesus you can find a solid 
meaning and purpose that will make your life 
worth living. 
 
Friends, because Jesus was born, because he 
brings salvation to all who turn to him, those who 
are uncertain and anxious can find peace.  Those 
who are confused can find truth.  Those who are 
discouraged can find hope.  And those who are 
sick can find healing – sometimes for their body – 
and always for their soul. 
 
Most important of all, because Jesus has come, 
those who trust in him will conquer death itself.  
Friends, every single one of us lives under the 
shadow of death.  None of us, except maybe a very 
few of the little ones in this room will be on this 
earth 100 years from now.  None of us get out of 
this life alive. 
 
As one man said, “Whether we are a king or a 
street sweeper, we all have to dance with the grim 
reaper.”  Well, we may have to dance with him, but 
because Jesus was born, we can defeat the grim 
reaper.  Because Jesus rose from the dead, those 
who belong to him will conquer death as well. 
 



 
Another wonderful Christmas verse is one with 
which many of us are familiar: 
 
John 3:16 – For God so loved the world that he 
gave his one and only son, that whoever 
believes in him will not perish but have 
eternal life. 
 
Friends, the world is very different because Jesus 
was born.  Is your life different? 
 
Are you experiencing the riches God graciously 
offers to us through Jesus?  Do you have the hope 
of eternal life in God’s kingdom because of Jesus 
Christ? 
 
If not, Pastor Mark or I would love to talk to you 
before you leave today so that, by God’s grace, you 
can experience that magnificent salvation. 
 
If you have received that salvation and are 
experiencing God’s grace in your life, then you 
have every reason to be thankful Jesus was 
born, every reason to celebrate that Jesus was 
born and every reason to tell others the great 
news that Jesus Christ has been born! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


