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Independence Day.  The Fourth of July.  It is a 
time of celebration!  The signing of the 
Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia 
that day in 1776 is considered the birth of our 
nation. 
 
Since 75% of adults in this country say they are 
very or extremely proud to be Americans, it is no 
surprise we celebrate!  How do we do that? 
 
There are 16,000 different commercial fireworks 
displays across our country this weekend.  Besides 
that, we spent about $900 million on private 
fireworks.  We also celebrate with picnics and food 
– 150 million hotdogs are consumed over the 4th 
of July weekend, as well as almost 100 million 
pounds of hamburger.  Each year, the 4th of July is 
the pinnacle summer celebration.   
 
Folks, in the Bible, the Old Testament, there were 
celebrations as well.  The people of Israel had 
seven different annual feasts – some of them 
more solemn, but some were big week-long 
celebrations (without any fireworks).   
 
And on occasion, there was a spontaneous 
celebration.  One of them occurs in our text 
today as King David celebrates the coming of 
the Ark of God to Jerusalem.  Our journey 
through 2 Samuel brings us to chapter 6:12-23 
(page 258). 
 
Let’s pause and ask the Lord to use this morning 
and cause us to celebrate not just our 
independence as Americans, but the grace and 
presence of God. 
 
Last week, we explored the first part of chapter 6 
and noted that God, the true God described in the 
Bible, though very God, is not safe, not someone 
to treat lightly. 
 
King David wants to bring the Ark of the 
Covenant, the chest signifying the presence of the 
Lord, to his new capital, Jerusalem.  The 
procedures God himself had laid out for 
moving the Ark are not followed, and as a 
result, Uzzah dies instantly when he touches 
the Ark.  David is devastated, and he asks this 
question: 

2 Samuel 6:9 – “How can the ark of the LORD 
ever come to me?” 
 
It seems too dangerous.  Experiencing the 
presence of the Lord is beyond what anyone can 
handle, or so it seems.  David then sends the Ark 
to the house of Obed-edom, and during the three 
months it was there: 
 
2 Samuel 6:11b – The LORD blessed Obed-
edom and his whole family. 
 
And so….. 
 
2 Samuel 6:12a – It was reported to King 
David: “The Lord has blessed Obed-edom’s 
family and all that belongs to him because of 
the ark of God.” 
 
David realizes he has been wrong.  Being in the 
presence of the Lord doesn’t have to be a disaster.  
If God and his commands are taken seriously, 
great joy can be found.  He decides he wants that 
experience. 
 
2 Samuel 6:12b – So David went and had the 
ark of God brought up from Obed-edom’s 
house to the city of David with rejoicing.  
When those carrying the ark of the LORD 
advanced six steps, he sacrificed an ox and a 
fattened calf. 
 
Note this time the Ark is on a cart.  David 
makes sure the instructions for moving the 
Ark, given in Exodus and Numbers, are 
followed.  They use poles to carry the Ark 
without touching it.   
 
David then offers sacrifices.  Some believe those 
carrying the Ark stopped every six steps of the 
whole five-mile journey to offer sacrifices.  Most 
likely, however, this was just once at the 
beginning of the journey. 
 
Either way, the sacrifices, though not specifically 
proscribed for moving the Ark, are important.  The 
Old Testament sacrifices point to God graciously 
forgiving the sins of his people.   
 



 
In the New Testament we learn the basis for that 
forgiveness is Jesus’ perfect sacrifice, dying on the 
cross for sinners, dying in our place.  That is to 
what the animal sacrifices of the Old Testament 
pointed. 
 
The first time David tried to move the Ark, Uzzah 
died because of his sinfulness.  The second time 
David moves the ark, an ox and fattened calf die 
so sinful human beings do not.   
 
On the cross, Jesus died and paid the penalty for 
our sin so we don’t have to.  The sacrifices 
indicated David realizes the ability of sinful 
human beings to be in the presence of the holy 
God depends on God’s gracious forgiveness.  
The answer to his question in verse 9, “How can 
the ark of the Lord ever come to me?” is answered:  
Through the grace of God. 
 
Friends, that is still true today.  Sin violates God’s 
holiness and cannot be allowed in his presence; 
and thus, cannot be allowed in heaven.  That is 
why it is so important that we, by grace, through 
faith, receive the righteousness of Jesus as our 
own. 
 
Only when Jesus’ perfect score of 100 is written 
beside our name are we able to be in God’s 
presence, much less dwell in his presence – which 
is heaven. 
 
Those who reject the Lord Jesus are opting to keep 
their own failing score and pay the penalty 
themselves, which leads not only to physical 
death, but spiritual death – eternal hell. 
 
Did King David understand the details of how this 
all worked?  Maybe not, but he did realize it was 
not his own worthiness, but the grace of God that 
enabled him to bring the Ark of the Covenant to 
Jerusalem, for him to be in the presence of the 
Lord.  And he thought that was something to 
celebrate! 
 
2 Samuel 6:14 – David was dancing with all his 
might before the LORD wearing a linen ephod. 
 
We cannot be sure what type of dance this was.  
The Hebrew word can also mean “whirling.”  The 
linen ephod was a simple garment worn by the 
priests.  There is nothing inherently inappropriate 
in David’s dress. 
 

2 Samuel 6:15 – He and the whole house of 
Israel were bringing up the ark of the LORD 
with shouts and the sound of the ram’s horn. 
 
It is a wonderful celebration.  In a sense, God 
himself is coming to Jerusalem.  However: 
 
2 Samuel 6:16 – As the ark of the LORD was 
entering the city of David, Saul’s daughter 
Michal looked down from the window and saw 
King David leaping and dancing before the 
LORD, and she despised him in her heart. 
 
To remember, this had been David’s wife, and they 
had been very much in love.  Her father Saul had 
then taken her from David.  She married another 
man, and then David had taken her back.  The 
author identifies her not as David’s wife, but 
Saul’s daughter.  That is a signal to us that she is 
not really loyal to David. 
 
The Ark arrives in Jerusalem.  The celebration 
continues.  David brings offerings and sacrifices to 
the Lord.  They have a feast.  Everyone is given 
bread and date and raisin cakes to eat.  And then: 
 
2 Samuel 6:19 – all the people went home. 
 
David must be feeling really good about what had 
happened that day.  But… 
 
2 Samuel 6:20 – When David returned home to 
bless his household, Saul’s daughter Michal 
(again, the author doesn’t call her David’s wife) 
came out to meet him.  “How the king of Israel 
honored himself today!” she said.  “He 
exposed himself today in the sight of the slave 
girls of his subjects like a vulgar person would 
expose himself.” 
 
Now, some people read this passage and choose to 
take Michal’s accusation at face value, which I 
think is a mistake.  As I said, the linen garment 
David wore was hardly risqué.  It was what priests 
wore.   
 
I think Michal thought David should have been 
acting more like a king, wearing royal robes and 
walking solemnly behind the Ark.  This 
celebration makes him appear to be a simple 
commoner, hanging around with the slave girls.   
 
Whether David “exposed himself,” as we might 
think, as he danced, I don’t know.  It seems more 



 
like a wild accusation thrown by an angry woman.  
And why is Michal angry?  Apparently because 
David is happy!  He is celebrating the Ark of the 
Lord coming to Jerusalem.  That is an event that 
doesn’t seem to excite Michal a whole lot. 
 
2 Samuel 6:21-22 – David replied to Michal, “It 
was before the LORD who chose me over your 
father and his whole family to appoint me 
ruler over the LORD’s people Israel.  (He gets a 
dig in against her and her family.)  I will dance 
before the LORD, and I will dishonor myself 
and humble myself even more.  However, by 
the slave girls you spoke about, I will be 
honored.” 
 
In other words, David is saying, “I am not going to 
get hung up on this “act like royalty” thing.  I am 
going to celebrate God, and I don’t care who likes 
it and who doesn’t because it is not me, but the 
Lord who should be honored.   
 
And then the author adds this postscript: 
 
2 Samuel 6:23 – And Saul’s daughter Michal 
had no child to the day of her death. 
 
Is this just a natural result of the rift between 
David and Michal?  Perhaps, but in the ancient 
world, being childless was usually seen as a sign of 
God’s judgment.  The way it is written indicates 
the Lord punished Michal because of her 
contempt for David and her refusal to celebrate 
the arrival of the Ark in Jerusalem. 
 
Now, I want to say a few words about the 
relationship between David and Michal.  It was 
one of those messy relationships.  When they 
married, they were certainly in love; but when 
David was forced to flee from Saul, Saul simply 
gives Michal to another man, Palti.   
 
When Saul dies and David becomes king, he wants 
Michal back.  He gets her brother, Ish-bosheth, to 
give her to him.  This devastates Palti, and likely 
Michal as well.   
 
Friends, I am not sure David did the right thing by 
demanding Michal come back to him.  This was a 
very messy situation.  And David didn’t always 
treat women the right way.   
 
But, whatever the circumstances, it seems Michal 
has become a bitter woman.  She doesn’t like 

David.  She sees herself, I think, as being more 
loyal to her dead father, Saul, than to David.  And 
most important, she has become spiritually hard.  
Celebrating the arrival of the Ark of God, 
worshiping the Lord, those things don’t excite 
her. 
 
Folks, there is an important warning for us here.  
If we are wronged and mistreated in some way, we 
must be careful not to become bitter because that 
bitterness will do great damage to our souls. 
 
Some of the most destructive sins in our lives 
involve the ungodly, lack-of-faith response we 
make when someone hurts or wrongs us.  That is 
why the Apostle Paul urges us: 
 
Ephesians 4:31a – Get rid of all bitterness. 
 
Okay, that is kind of a footnote, but an important 
one.  Now, let’s explore three important 
lessons the Lord gives us in this passage about 
worship. 
 
#1 Like David, we should celebrate God’s 
grace and presence through God-centered 
worship. 
 
There are times in 2 Samuel where David is not a 
good model for us, but today he is.  Without 
question, David’s worship that day was very 
exuberant.  He was really into it, really emotional.  
Yet, the worship was centered on God, not on his 
emotions. 
 
The sacrifices reflected his realization that it was 
only God’s grace that allows sinful human beings 
to have any relationship with God at all.  For us, 
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross has graciously paid 
the penalty for our sin, enabled us to receive the 
righteousness of Jesus, and allowed us to be 
reconciled to God. 
 
Folks, we have greater reasons to celebrate God’s 
grace than David.  In the Old Testament, the Ark 
of the Covenant was a token of God’s presence 
among his people.  Having the Ark in Jerusalem 
was something to celebrate because it meant God 
was with them. 
 
For us, the Holy Spirit indwells each and every 
believer in Jesus Christ.  This is not a symbol of the 
Lord’s presence, but the real thing.  Through his 
Spirit, God is with us.  He will never leave or 



 
forsake us.  We have even greater reason to 
celebrate God’s presence than David. 
 
So, folks, God-centered worship should certainly 
be part of our lives.  That should happen 
throughout the week.  It may involve prayers of 
adoration coming from our lips during our 
devotional or quiet time or singing a hymn while 
we are taking a shower.  We should come together 
with other believers on Sundays to praise God 
through corporate worship.  And yes, we should 
do that with a sense of enthusiasm and 
excitement.  But, enthusiasm and excitement 
should be about God, not about the worship 
experience. 
 
Friends, over the past thirty years, corporate 
worship times in evangelical churches have 
become more expressive.  People often feel 
greater freedom to express their joy and love in 
corporate worship through jubilant singing, 
raising, waving or clapping hands and sometimes, 
in some churches, even dancing.  And that is good. 
 
My concern, however, is that sometimes it seems 
what is being celebrated is the worship 
experience, rather than the Lord.  Why do I say 
that? 
 
Because sometimes the songs are focused on that 
– on how wonderful it is to worship, rather than 
how wonderful the Lord is.  The main problem, 
however, is that for many the enthusiasm pretty 
much ends when the worship service does. 
 
Those who focus on the Lord will have many 
reasons to celebrate throughout the week.  Those 
who focus on the corporate worship experience 
usually have to wait until next Sunday to again 
celebrate. 
 
Now, I think the pep rally atmosphere that exists 
in some churches can make it easier for people to 
focus on the worship experience instead of the 
Lord.  However, that can also happen in nice, 
proper churches, with not-very-expressive 
Scandinavian roots like ours. 
 
A few years ago, a fellow, no longer part of our 
church, said, “Oh, Pastor Dan, I just love it when 
we sing that hymn.  It always makes me think of 
my mother.” 
 

Well, folks, it is good to have nice thoughts of your 
mother – that is part of honoring her – even if she 
is no longer on this earth.  And there is nothing 
wrong with liking a song because it reminds you 
of your mom. 
 
However, I hope you didn’t come to church today 
to have nice thoughts of your mother.  I hope you 
didn’t come just to evoke sentimental memories 
that make you feel good. 
 
I hope you are here to worship the Lord, and him 
only.  And at CBC, we try to help you do that.  The 
songs we sing on Sunday morning are intended to 
lead us to God-centered worship.  The songs – 
both hymns and “praise songs” are chosen, not 
because they are someone’s favorites, but because 
they extol God’s greatness and goodness, his 
grace and his glory.   
 
Most of the songs express praise, adoration and 
love to the Lord for who he is and what he has 
done for us in Jesus Christ.  They reflect that we 
have come here not to celebrate our worship 
experience, not to celebrate what wonderful 
people we are, but to celebrate God.  I hope that 
has and will happen for you today. 
 
#2 Like David, as we worship we should 
remember that our audience, at least the only 
one that matters, is the Lord. 
 
David danced before the Lord.  He didn’t dance for 
the slave girls or Michal or his soldiers or anyone 
else.  He danced before the Lord because it was 
God whom he was celebrating.  He wasn’t trying 
to impress anyone else.  He just wanted to express 
his love to God.   
 
Not, it is true that in corporate worship we should 
be considerate of the people around us.  Love 
requires that.  The Apostle Paul says that in a 
worship service, we need to… 
 
1 Corinthians 14:40 – be sure that everything 
is done properly and in order.   
 
Distracting others so they focus on what you are 
doing, rather than on the Lord, is not what should 
happen as we worship.  And, friends, that means 
what is appropriate in one context may not be 
appropriate in another. 
 



 
For example, some folks, especially those who 
grew up or are still in the “Baptists don’t dance” 
stage, have a hard time believing David did the 
right thing when he danced before the Lord.  They 
even adopt some of Michal’s objections. 
 
However, I think our text is pretty clear that the 
Lord was pleased with David and displeased with 
Michal.  I suspect that in many churches, in many 
parts of the world, a dance similar to David’s 
would be appropriate. 
 
However, I am not sure that is true in this room, 
at least this morning.  Most of you realize that if 
you stand up and do a whirling dance during our 
last song, you will really get the attention of the 
rest of the people in this room.  It will be a bit of a 
distraction. 
 
So, if you choose to do that today, my guess is your 
reason will be to draw attention to yourself, not to 
dance before the Lord.  And friends, I am pretty 
sure people sometimes do certain things during 
worship so other people will notice.  But, that is 
not what worship is for.   
 
Friends, like David, we have the freedom to come 
before the Lord and express our adoration, our 
love, our joy without having to worry about what 
someone else is going to think.  In a corporate 
worship setting, however, we don’t want to be a 
distraction to others, and we certainly don’t want 
to be performing for others. 
 
As David danced before the Lord that day, he did 
so in humility.  He was not trying to impress 
anyone.  He was just celebrating God.  That should 
be our goal when we come together on Sunday 
mornings. 
 
#3 Unlike Michal, we should not “judge” 
other people as they worship. 
 
Now, the Bible gives us some instructions about 
how we are to worship.  And it is the job of the 
pastors and other leaders to make sure things are 
done properly and orderly.  However, when we 
gather for worship, our focus should be on the 
Lord, not on what other people are doing. 
 
Bitterness seems to have turned Michal into a 
crabby, not-so-old woman.  One thing a church 
does not need are crabby old or not-so-old men 
and women.   

Now, I have already mentioned the importance of 
being considerate of others as we worship.  Let’s 
consider the other side of the coin for a moment.   
 
Let’s say my friend Joe joins us at our worship 
service next Sunday.  Joe is pretty “exuberant” as 
he worships.  At least a bit more than the typical 
person at CBC.  He waves his arms and kind of 
sways back and forth as he sings.  And he sings so 
loudly…and doesn’t always hit the right notes.  
And during the sermon he keeps saying, “Amen!” 
out loud, to the many excellent points Pastor Dan 
makes.  You find it all kind of distracting, and you 
decide that after the service is done you need to 
tell him that. 
 
No, you don’t!  If Joe is a little over the top, that is 
something with which the pastors can deal.  You, 
however, should just be glad he enthusiastically 
worships the Lord.  You should be glad he seems 
to have a real love for God. 
 
“But, Pastor Dan, maybe he is just trying to 
impress others and kind of faking that he is some 
type of super-Christian.” 
 
Maybe, but you don’t know that.  And one of the 
things a loving person does (and a Christian 
should do) is give the other person the benefit of 
the doubt.  That is what not judging is about. 
 
For every one person in the church who needs to 
be careful about not distracting or being offensive 
to others as they worship, there are likely fifty 
people who need to make sure they are not so 
easily offended. 
 
Friend, if you came here to worship the Lord this 
morning, do that.  Don’t spend your time trying to 
evaluate how someone else is worshiping.  That is 
what crabby people like Michal do.  That is not 
what you want to be doing! 
 
Friends, we celebrate the anniversary of our 
nation’s founding once a year, and that is a cool 
thing.   
 
We should celebrate the grace and glory of the 
Lord every day, and we should come together 
to do that corporately on a regular basis – 
probably once a week.  We are going to do some 
of that corporate worship now… 


