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Friends yesterday marked the 244th birthday of 
the U.S.A. Many of you were celebrating that 
anniversary. Yet, this is a very challenging time 
for our nation. The last few months have featured 
the COVID-19 pandemic, a struggling economy, 
great concern about racial injustice, riots in some 
of our cities, and the beginning of a contentious 
presidential campaign. People are feeling a little 
nervous. In a survey taken last fall, when things 
were relatively calm, over 30% of Americans said 
they believed that a civil war was quite likely in 
our country in the next five years, and another 
30% said it was possible. Folks, that is scary! As 
an American, and more importantly, as a 
Christian, I feel compelled to try to bring a bit of 
light into what seems like an increasingly dark 
situation. 

Is this going to be a sermon about politics, Pastor 
Dan? Well, I am going to talk about politics, but 
likely not in the way you expect. I am not going 
to spend the next thirty minutes giving you my 
political opinions. I certainly have political 
opinions and if you want to hear me spout them 
off for thirty minutes, we can set up a time. 
However, as a pastor, it is my job to tell you what 
the Bible teaches, to tell you what God says to us 
through His Word. That is what both the 
Chisholm Baptist Church board and the Lord have 
called me to do. It is not my job to give you my 
political views, or to quote a couple of Bible 
verses and pretend they support those political 
opinions. It bothers me when someone says, 
“Well, people used the Bible to justify slavery.” 
Friends, people misused the Bible to justify 
slavery. An honest reading and interpretation of 
Scripture would never lead someone to endorse 
the slavery practiced in our country before the 
Civil War. The claim that the curse of Ham, 
stated in Genesis 9:25-27, means that black 
people are to serve white people is absolutely 
ridiculous. People can misuse the Bible to try to 
support all sorts of ideas and positions, and when 
they do, it is wrong!  It mocks the authority of 
God’s Word, and that’s why I am troubled when I 
see folks today, both on the left and right, 
twisting Scripture, trying to make the Bible 
support their political viewpoint. That is 
misusing the Bible and often misusing 
Christianity for political purposes. 

However, there are teachings in the Bible which 
are very important for providing the framework 
for which political opinions should be developed 
and political decisions should be made. These 
have, in many ways, served as the foundation for 
American politics, often providing common 
ground for different parties to discuss various 
political options. These played a key role in the 
founding of the American republic, the event we 
commemorate this weekend. They also have 
been important throughout the past 244 years of 
our history. I believe they provide the framework 
and foundation for us to have a civil, free and just 
society in the future. Before I explain these 
teachings, let’s pause and pray the Lord would 
enable us to hear the truth through His Word 
today. 

We will explore three basic Biblical teachings 
that have big political implications.    

The first one is that God has created a moral 
universe.  This means a creator God really and 
truly does exist. The Bible basically assumes that 
to be the case as the first verse states. 

Genesis 1:1 - In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth. 

The Bible recognizes that some people deny 
God’s existence, but insists it is….. 

Psalm 14:1 – The fool that says in his heart 
there is no God. 

The Bible views atheism as not so much an 
intellectual choice, but as a moral problem. 
Romans 1:18 says that people often “suppress 
the truth” and in Romans 1:20b we read this. 

Romans 1:20b – Through everything God 
made, people can clearly see his invisible 
qualities—His eternal power and divine 
nature. So they have no excuse for not 
knowing God. 

The Bible insists there really is a God. He is the 
Creator of the universe and this universe He has 
made is a moral one. By that I mean it has a 
purpose. There are such things as right and 
wrong, justice and injustice. What makes 
something right and just is conformity to the 
purpose of the Creator. Something is right and 



 

 

just simply because God declares it to be right 
and just. 

That is what the Bible teaches. Not everybody 
believes this today, but it is a belief that 
permeates our founding documents. The 
Declaration of Independence, formally adopted 
by the Continental Congress on July 4, 1776, 
states: (We) are endowed by our Creator with 
certain unalienable rights. It insists the rights we 
as human beings have, (which includes life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness) are God 
given. These human rights are not created by the 
state or by society as a whole, but come from God. 
Not everybody believes this. The theory of 
positive law, which is embraced by many, many 
people within our judicial system, essentially 
argues that it is the government, not God, which 
determines what is right and what is wrong, what 
is just and what is unjust. Yet, I think that deep 
down inside, even many of those folks don’t 
actually believe that. 

In Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis noted that almost 
all human beings have a notion of justice that has 
nothing to do with what governmental law says. 
He writes, “Whenever you find a man who says 
he does not believe in a real Right and Wrong, 
you will find the same man going back on this a 
moment later. He may break his promise to you, 
but if you try breaking one to him, he will 
immediately be complaining ‘It’s not fair’.” But, 
as Lewis so keenly points out, concepts like “fair, 
just and good” make no sense if God does not 
exist. If we as human beings have not been 
created by God, but are merely cosmic accidents, 
just the highest rungs on the evolutionary ladder, 
then it makes no sense to talk about “rights,” 
justice, morality or even meaning. As Carl Sagan, 
the atheist cosmologist once said, “The universe 
doesn’t care!” That is to say the universe doesn’t 
care how we treat one another; slavery, murder 
and rape are okay as far as the universe is 
concerned. Although some atheists have tried to 
develop an “evolutionary morality,” they have 
not been very successful. The bottom line is this. 
There is no reason to be good without God. If the 
atheists are correct that there is no God, then we 
are left with Darwin’s “survival of the fittest” and 
Nietzsche’s “will to power.” This means those in 

power get to decide what is right and what is 
good. 

Many people don’t believe in God, but still 
express deep concerns about human rights and 
justice. You may know folks like this. They tend 
to be very sincere. However, they usually are 
oblivious to the fact that the foundation of these 
concepts is a belief that we live in a moral 
universe that has been created by God. These 
folks often have good intentions, and can 
sometimes accomplish good things by borrowing 
from the Christian worldview they reject. Yet, 
often they are building “castles in the air,” which 
are unlikely to become realities because they lack 
the foundation that only God can provide. There 
are many examples in 20th Century history of 
people trying to create Utopian societies, full of 
justice and equality, but with no room for God. 
Instead of becoming a “workers’ paradise,” the 
Soviet Union, Mao’s China, Pol Pot’s Cambodia 
and other communist experiments became the 
closes thing to “hell on earth” history has ever 
seen. I would argue Nazi Germany is an example 
of the same mistake. The Bible’s teaching that 
God has created a moral universe provides an 
important framework and foundation for 
political discussions and decisions.   

The second Biblical teaching that has important 
political implications is that all human beings are 
made in the image of God.   

Genesis 1:27 – So God created man in his own 
image. In the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 

This means there is an essential equality which 
gives all people, each person, dignity and makes 
them worthy of respect. This is, I believe, the 
foundation for that well known line in the 
Declaration of Independence. “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal.”  Some of you are thinking, “Pastor Dan, 
that is where the problem is. They meant all 
“white men” are created equal. Women, African 
Americans, and others were not included in that 
Declaration of Independence.” Some folks even 
insist that this proves that from the beginning 
the U. S. was a racist, patriarchal system that was 
and is rotten to the core and needs to be 



 

 

completely dismantled. I would simply say that 
this latter claim might seem plausible if we step 
back and look at our history over the past 244 
years and compare it to any other nation on 
earth. It seems clear that the American 
experiment is not a colossal failure. Liberty and 
justice have far more prevalence here than 
almost anywhere else on earth. So, what about 
women and African-Americans? First of all, 
remember, that in 1776 the word men did not 
necessarily exclude females. You may have 
noticed that Genesis 1:27 says God created 
“man,”; male and female He created them. Man 
can be used generically to mean both sexes. It is 
the truth that women have not always been 
treated as equal. It was not until 1920 that 
women were even allowed to vote. However, the 
truth is likely a little more complicated than the 
stereotypes. John Adams, our second president, 
was not a proponent of women’s suffrage, but he 
seemed to view his wife, Abigail, as very much his 
equal. The same thing can be said about James 
and Dolly Madison, our fourth president.  
Certainly, as we look around us, women in the 
U.S. have been treated more fairly over the years 
than women in almost any other country. 

“Well, Pastor Dan, but what about African-
Americans? They certainly were not treated as 
equals.” No, they were not. American slavery, 
which was somewhat unique in its cruelty 
compared to other slavery, stands out as the 
greatest blot on our nation’s history. Yet, many of 
America’s founders were strong opponents of 
slavery. The 14th Amendment, which guaranteed 
due process and equal protection under the law 
for all persons, no matter what the color of their 
skin, was not ratified until ninety years after the 
Declaration. Yet, many of the men in 
Independence Hall would have supported that in 
July of 1776. Some of the most inspiring stories 
in American history take place in the ninety year 
period as many people worked very hard and 
made great sacrifices to end slavery. Some were 
white people, some were black. Last winter I 
watched “Harriet,” the story of Harriet Tubman, 
an amazingly devout Christian woman. Almost 
all abolitionists, people working to abolish 
slavery, were motivated by their faith. The civil 
rights movement of the 1960’s was led by 

Christian pastors and the black church. Martin 
Luther King had personal flaws and embraced 
theological errors, but his advocacy for civil 
rights was deeply rooted in the Bible. His “letter 
from a Birmingham jail,” is permeated with Bible 
references and expresses eloquently the Bible’s 
teaching that all human beings are made in the 
image of God. 

“Okay, Pastor Dan, so some Christians used the 
Bible to argue against slavery and racism, while 
others used the Bible to support slavery, 
segregation and white supremacy.” No, no, no! 
The others misused the Bible. Scripture teaches 
that all human beings are made in God’s image. 
Racial injustices that occur in our nation are not 
a result of an inherently racist system, but come 
from a failure to consistently apply our belief 
that “all men—all human beings are created 
equal.” That belief is based on the truth found in 
the following verse. 

Galatians 3:28 – There is no longer Jew or 
Gentile, slave or free, male or female. For you 
are all one in Christ Jesus. 

The Bible teaching that all human beings are 
made in the image of God and that all life is 
sacred has proved an essential foundation for our 
political system in the past and will do so in the 
future. I will add this: Atheists and others who 
ridicule the Bible and are loud proponents of 
Darwinian evolution should remember that the 
full title of Darwin’s book was On the Origin of 
Species by Means of Natural Selection, or The 
Preservation of Favoured Races in the Struggle for 
Life.  Let’s just say he did not consider Africans as 
one of the “favoured races.” This is in stark 
contrast to what the Bible says. 

Acts 17:26 – From one man God has made 
every nationality to live over the whole earth. 

Indeed, from a Biblical perspective, we are all 
part of one race, the human race. We are made up 
of a variety of nationalities or ethnicities, but we 
are all made in the image of God. 

The third Bible teaching that has important 
political implication is the fact that human 
beings are fallen creatures.  



 

 

Romans 3:10, 23 – There is no one who is 
righteous, not even one…..For all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

We are sinners by nature and choice. Our actions 
and attitudes often conflict with the moral order 
God has established. Thomas Jefferson said, “If 
men were angels, we would not need government 
at all.” Because, as the Bible makes clear, we are 
not angels, we do need government. However, 
since people have been corrupted by sin, our 
institutions have been corrupted as well. That 
includes governments, as well as universities, 
churches, etc. In fact, institutions have greater 
potential for evil than individuals. As Lord Acton 
put it, “Power corrupts, absolute power corrupts 
absolutely.” One of the lessons is that corrupt 
people will often try to use power, especially 
governmental power to take advantage of other 
people. That is one of the things Christians 
should always be asking in the political arena. Is 
a particular law or legislation being used to 
benefit one individual or group at the expense of 
another? If so, we should be very skeptical. 

Another significant implication of human 
sinfulness is that it means Christians should not 
be Utopians. Yes, we should always want to 
improve things in our fallen world. Obeying 
God’s command to love our neighbor requires us 
to do that. Yet, we should never be under the 
illusion that we can achieve world perfection, or 
that we will be able to build heaven on earth. The 
Bible is clear that only when Jesus returns will 
there be perfection, only then will we experience 
heaven. 

Revelation 21:4 – He will wipe every tear 
from their eyes, and there will be no more 
death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these 
things are gone forever. 

Whenever politicians promise to do things like 
“eliminate poverty,” “put an end to racism,” or 
“get rid of all corruption,” we know they are not 
telling the truth. Yes, we can work to combat 
these problems, but efforts to completely 
eliminate imperfections in our society tend to 
backfire. Often unintended consequences nullify 
the good intentions of those who forget that we 
are sinners, living in a fallen world, a world only 

God Himself can   completely redeem and 
restore, one which He will restore one day. 

The most important implication of our sinful 
nature is this: We, as Christians, should exhibit 
humility in our political opinions and 
discussions.  

1 Corinthians 13:12a – We all see through a 
glass darkly. King James Version 

Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling 
reflections in a mirror……All that I know now 
is partial and incomplete. New Living 
Translation 

Friends, that applies to politics possibly more 
than to most fields. Public policy and political 
issues can be very complicated. Often intelligent 
people concerned about the common good will 
disagree about what political choice is best.  Yes, 
“stupidity” does indeed characterize some 
political opinions, and far too often it is self-
interest, not the common good, that is the 
primary motive behind a political proposal. 
Especially within the church, we ought to assume 
those who disagree with us on politics are not 
stupid or evil. They may be mistaken, very 
mistaken. But, there is a possibility that we might 
be mistaken, or more likely that the truth is 
somewhere in the middle. Especially in these 
days, with so much information and 
misinformation, it is difficult to know what 
sources are reliable and what is true and what is 
not true. 

In our political discussions, we should keep three 
things in mind. One – We should be calm and 
speak with gentleness. 

2 Timothy 2: 24, 26 – The Lord’s servant must 
not quarrel, but must be gentle to everyone, 
able to teach, and patient, instructing his 
opponents with gentleness. 

Paul is talking about theological discussions, but 
we should certainly be doing this when we talk 
about politics. Two – We should understand and 
be able to accurately explain what someone on 
the other side thinks and why he/she thinks that 
way. It may be because the person is stupid or 
evil, but most likely there are other reasons. 
Three – The goal in our discussions should be to 



 

 

help others and help ourselves see the truth more 
clearly. Insulting and ridiculing those with whom 
we disagree may seem fun, but it is not what the 
Lord calls us to do. Whether or not we admit it, 
we are all groping around in the dark a bit. Our 
goal should be to help each other see the light. 
Reminding ourselves and each other that God 
has created a moral universe, that all human 
beings are made in God’s image, and that all of us 
are fallen creatures is a good place to start.  

So, brothers and sisters: 

1 Corinthians 10:31 – Whether you eat or 
drink, or whatever you do, (including voting, 
including discussing politics) do all for the 
glory of God. 

Friends, that is our assignment today and in all 
the days ahead. 


