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I am going to start by reading our text. Luke 2:1-
12 You can follow along in your bible or on the 
screen.  After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea in the days of King Herod, wise men 
from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, 
“Where is he who has been born king of the 
Jews?  For we saw his star at its rising and have 
come to worship him.  Herod heard this, he 
was deeply disturbed, and all Jerusalem with 
him.  So he assembled all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people and asked them where 
the Messiah would be born. “In Bethlehem of 
Judea,” they told him, because this is what was 
written by the prophet.  And you, Bethlehem, 
in the land of Judah, are by no means least 
among the rulers of Judah:  Because out of you 
will come a ruler who will shepherd my people 
Israel.”  Then Herod secretly summoned the 
wise men and asked them the exact time the 
star appeared.  He sent them to Bethlehem and 
said, “Go and search carefully for the child.  
When you find him, report back to me so that 
I too can go and worship him.  After hearing 
the king, they went on their way.  And there it 
was-the star they had seen at its rising.  It led 
them until it came and stopped above the 
place where the child was.  When they saw the 
star, they were overwhelmed with joy.  
Entering the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and falling to their knees, 
they worshipped him.  The they opened their 
treasures and presented him with gifts: gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.  And being warned 
in a dream not to go back to Herod, they 
returned to their own country by another 
route. 
 
Now, those of us who have heard the Christmas 
story dozens of times, tend to forget what it might 
be like to hear it for the very first time.  Listen to 
the reaction of the Herdman children when they 
first hear about the wise men.  This is from the 
marvelous little book,” The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever. 
“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of 
Judea,” my mother went on reading, “behold 
there came Wise Men from the East to Jerusalem, 
saying---“ 
“What does it mean, “Wise Men?” Ollie Herdman 
wanted to know. “Were they like 

schoolteachers?” “No, dumbbell,” his brother 
Claude said, “It means like the President of the 
U.S.” Mother looked surprised, and a little 
pleased. “Why, that is very close, Claude,” she 
said. “Actually they were kings.” 
“Well, it’s about time,” their sister Imogene 
muttered.” Maybe they’ll tell that innkeeper 
where to get off, and get that baby out of the 
barn.” 
Mother continued reading. “They saw the young 
child with Mary, his mother, and fell down and 
worshipped him, and presented unto him gifts of 
gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.” “What’s that 
stuff?” Leroy Herdman wanted to know. 
“Precious oils,” Mother said, “and fragrant 
resins.” 
“Oil!” Imogene hollered. “What kind of cheap 
king hands out oil for a present. You get better 
presents from the firemen!” 
 
Friends, we may laugh at their misunderstandings 
of the story, but perhaps our familiarity causes us 
to miss much of the drama and power it contains.  
After I was a wise man for about six straight years 
in the church Christmas pageant as I was growing 
up, I figured I knew everything there was to know 
about these travelers from the East.  Yet, in recent 
years, I have realized more clearly how the wise 
men are a good model for us to follow.  Let’s pause 
and pray the Lord will give us a fresh 
understanding of this portion of His word, so we 
might grow as worshippers of the King born in 
Bethlehem that first Christmas. 
 
Let’s start with three questions folks often have 
about the wise men. 
 
Question #1 Who were these wise men or magi? 
Tradition tells us their names were Melchior, 
Balthasar, and Kaspar.  It was not however, until 
600 years after Jesus’ birth that these names first 
appeared in any writing.  We often think of there 
being three wise men, but again, that comes from 
a much later tradition, not the Bible.  Some claim 
the fact three gifts are listed implies three wise 
men, but there is certainly no reason, for example, 
why there could not have been five or six of them 
who brought gold to the baby Jesus. 
 



 
Another inaccuracy which has crept into the 
Christmas tradition is that these men were 
“Kings,” like the Herdmans were told.  In the 
prophet Daniel’s time, about 500 years earlier, 
magi were astrologers, interpreters of dreams, and 
advisors in the King’s court.  By the time of the 
New Testament, the term magi or wise man seems 
to refer to a broad class of astronomers and 
astrologers, some of them frauds and other 
serious scholars.  We sometimes sing the carol 
titled, “We Three Kings of Orient Are.”  However, 
these men were not kings, there may not have 
been three of them, and they were certainly not 
from what we think of as the orient.  Maybe that 
takes the fun out of singing that song, but that is 
the way it is.  The wise men came from the East, 
but not from China or Japan.  They came from the 
Middle East, probably from Persia which is now 
Iran, or maybe Babylon, which is now Iraq.  
Wherever they came from, they had encountered 
Jews who told them about the Old Testament 
prophecies concerning the Messiah. The strange 
star they saw compelled them to make the journey 
to the land of Israel. 
 
Question #2   What exactly was the star they 
followed? 
I have heard hour long lectures on the topic, but 
my answer is very short.  Some suggest it was a 
spectacular alignment of the planets Saturn and 
Jupiter, such as we had this week.  Other say is it 
was probably a super nova. Some even suggest it 
was Haley’s Comet.  That appeared in 12 B.C., 
almost certainly a few years before Jesus was born.  
I don’t know what it was, but I wonder if it was a 
super natural occurrence.  God may have caused 
what looked like a star to appears in the sky, 
leading the wise men to the baby Jesus. 
 
A third question sometimes asked is: When did 
the wise men arrive in Bethlehem? 
Verse 11 says they find Jesus in a house, not a 
stable.  Some say it would take the wise men many 
weeks or months to make the journey, so it is no 
surprise that Jesus has moved from the stable to a 
house by the time they arrive.  Yet, Joseph, Mary, 
and Jesus may have moved to that house just days 
after the birth.  There is no reason to suppose the 
wise men waited until Jesus was born before they 
began their journey.  Most historians think Herod 
died shortly after Jesus was born, yet he is clearly 
alive when the wise men reach Jerusalem.  Also, 
Luke 2:39 implies they Holy family returns to 
Nazareth, after being in Egypt, when Jesus is still 

a baby.  I believe this means the wise men 
probably came soon after Jesus was born.  
However, they apparently did not gather around 
the manger with the shepherds as some nativity 
scenes depict. 
 
Okay, these are all fine questions to ask, but as we 
read this story, I encourage you to focus not on 
what we wish Matthew would have told us, but on 
what he does tell us.  I believe Matthew wrote his 
gospel under the inspiration of God’s spirit.  His 
account is just what God desired.  We may be 
curious about the name of the wise men or details 
about the star, but those are not the things we 
need to know.  It seems what is most important is 
that these men had come to worship the baby 
Jesus.  The is Matthew’s focus.  The wise men were 
worshippers, and I believe there are some 
important lessons we can learn from them. 
 
Lesson #1 We learn that anyone and everyone is 
called to worship the Lord.  The wise men are not 
exactly likely candidates to come and worship the 
infant Messiah.  They are from a pagan culture, 
with a limited knowledge of the Bible.  As 
Matthew reports that the gentile magi come to 
worship Jesus, he is reminding us that Jesus is not 
just the Messiah for the Jews, but through Him all 
the nations and all peoples will be blessed 
(Genesis 12:3). He has come to save both Jews 
and gentiles.  Thus, everyone ought to worship 
Him.  Now, that may seem pretty obvious to us, 
but it was radical stuff in Matthew’s day.  To tell a 
first century Jew that the Messiah was to be the 
Savior for anyone besides the Jews, was a rather 
shocking statement.  Yet, as we go through the 
rest of the New Testament, this is clearly spelled 
out.  The gospel, the great news of Jesus Christ is 
for everyone.  It is for everyone no matter what 
color their skin or what language they speak.  The 
gospel is for everyone, no matter if they are male 
or female, young or old, short or tall, rich or poor, 
Republican or Democrat, Viking fan or Packer fan.  
And friends, Jesus can be your Messiah and Savior, 
if only you will receive Him as that.  No matter 
who you are, Christmas is for you.  All of us are 
called to worship Jesus the Messiah. 
 
This includes both the non-religious and religious 
people.  There is an interesting contrast between 
the wise men and Herod’s advisers.  Herod is not a 
nice king.  As soon as he hears about another king, 
he starts to plot how he can eliminate his rival.  
Yet, some of Herod’s advisers were religious men.  



 
They knew their Bibles, they knew what the 
prophets said, and I’m sure they went to the 
synagogue, at least on occasion.  Yet, they 
apparently had little interest in seeing the new 
born Messiah.  Even if they were skeptical of the 
wise men’s claims I would think they would still 
go to Bethlehem and see what was going on there.  
Why don’t they do that?  My guess is these folks 
may have heard about a promised Messiah so 
often that their interest had been dulled.  Their 
religion is little more than “habit.”  They had 
experienced what I call a “religious inoculation.”  
They had just enough religion, so they will never 
get the real thing. 
 
Friends, more than a few folks have been 
inoculated from Christianity.  They are often 
religious to some degree, but they have never 
truly experienced God’s grace through Jesus 
Christ.  So, yes, Christmas is for folks, who like the 
wise men, come from a pagan background and are 
hearing the story of Christmas for the first time 
and Christmas is also for religious people, like 
maybe some of us in this room, who have heard 
they story dozens of times, but who still do not 
experience its wonder and power in our lives.  
Friends, I hope you are not inoculated to 
Christmas so that you fail to realize that joyfully 
worshipping Jesus Christ is something God is 
specifically calling you to do.4 
 
The second lesson we learn from the wise men is 
that true worship involves commitment.  If you 
were asked, “Do you worship God?”  Many of you 
would probably answer, “Yes, I do that every 
week.  Most Sundays I spend a little over an hour 
in church and that is when I worship God.”  But is 
worship really something we can do just once a 
week, kind of like grocery shopping?  Is it 
something we can turn on and off like a water 
faucet?  I don’t think so.  True worship is more 
than that.  It involves seeking to honor God with 
our entire lives.  When we look at the wise men, 
we see they were willing to commit themselves to 
being true worshippers.  That is evident as they 
make their journey to Bethlehem.  Wherever their 
home was, it was a long trip.  They likely traveled 
3-4 months to find Jesus.  And there were 
obstacles.  They would very likely encounter 
“highway robbers” along whatever route they 
took.  Eventually they found themselves in 
territory governed by Herod, a ruthless king.  The 
bottom line is this: being able to worship the 
Messiah was so important to the wise men that 

they sacrificed months of their lives and risked 
their own personal safety. 
 
Again, that is quite a contrast to many folks today.  
We like worship that fits into our live and our 
schedules.  We will go to church as long as we can 
get home in time for the kickoff.  Yet, true worship 
involves commitment.  If we are only interested in 
worshipping the Lord when it is the convenient 
and easy thing to do, are we really true 
worshippers?  Friends, we need to make sure we 
take time for both individual and corporate 
worship.  Each day we should set aside time to 
express our praise and adoration to the Lord.  We 
could do that through prayers, reading the Psalms 
out loud, or even singing in the shower.  We also 
need to be committed to joining God’s people for 
corporate worship on a regular basis.  Now, I 
realize some of you find that difficult because of 
work schedules and other commitments, but it is 
important.  We need to ask God to help us be 
committed worshippers of the Lord Jesus. 
 
The third lesson we learn from the wise men is 
that worship involves both mind and heart.  John 
Piper says worship is focusing our mind’s 
attention and heart’s affection on the Lord.  I 
think that is what the wise men do.  Listening 
again to what Matthew says happened when they 
arrived in Bethlehem.  
Matthew 2:11 Entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother, and falling to 
their knees, they worshipped him.  Then they 
opened their treasures and presented him 
with gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.   
Here we have grown, gentile men, humbly falling 
down before this little Jewish baby.  Today people 
stand up and clap for someone they admire.  But, 
the wise men fell down and worshipped Him, 
literally, “kissed toward Him.”  They adored and 
loved this little baby. 
 
Their actions were not mere religious rituals.  The 
wise men were fully engaged in their worship.  
Now, I don’t know what the wise men knew about 
Jesus.  Did they understand He was the eternal son 
of God?  Probably not.  But by God’s grace, they 
recognized He was worthy of worship.  Friends, 
most of us have had the privilege of hearing the 
gospel of Jesus Christ many, many times.  We 
know all about the wonderful things Jesus did 
when he was on earth and about His death, 
resurrection, current ministry in heaven and 
promised return.  Our worship of the Lord Jesus 



 
really should be much more enthusiastic and full 
than that of the wise men.  Yet, often it seems we 
just go through the motions.  We sing songs, but 
frequently our minds are elsewhere and our hearts 
are unmoved.  It is not supposed to be that ways!  
The wise men remind us that true worship comes 
when our minds and hearts are focused on Jesus 
Christ.  Friend, ask the Lord to help you do that, 
and fill us with adoration and love for Him, so you 
can be a true worshipper. 
 
Number 4  Worshippers gave to the Lord.  After 
they fell down and worshipped, the wise men gave 
the baby Jesus gifts.  Matthew mentions gold, 
frankincense and myrrh.  No, not typical presents 
for a baby.  We would give an infant a stuffed 
animal or a little hat and mittens, not precious 
metals and perfumes.  Now, some of you may be 
thinking, “Typical men.  They can’t pick out an 
appropriate gift.”  The wise men however, gave 
Jesus gifts that were fit for a king and likely gave 
the best they had.  In doing so, they expressed 
their devotion and love to King Jesus.  Even the 
Herdsman understood that part of the story. 
 
We got a little rest then, while the boys sang “We 
Three Kings of Orient Are,” and everybody in the 
audience shifted around to watch the Wise Men 
march up the aisle. 
“What have they got?” Alice whispered. 
I didn’t know, but whatever it was, it was heavy—
Leroy almost dropped it. He didn’t have his 
frankincense jar either, and Claude and Ollie 
didn’t have anything, although they were 
supposed to bring the gold and myrrh. 
“I knew this would happen,” Alice said for the 
second time. “I bet it’s something awful.” 
“Like what?” 
“Like…a burnt offering. You know the 
Herdmans.” 
Well, they did burn things, but they hadn’t 
burned this yet. It was ham—and right away I 
knew where it came from. My father was on the 
church charitable works committee—they give 
away food baskets at Christmas and this was the 
Herdman’s food basket ham. It still had a ribbon 
around it saying, “Merry Christmas.” 
“I’ll bet they stole that!” Alice said. 
“They did not. It came from their food basket, 
and if they want to give away their own ham I 
guess they can do it.” But even if the Herdman’s 
didn’t like ham (which was Alice’s next idea) they 
had never before in their lives given anything 

away except lumps on the head. So you had to be 
impressed. 
Leroy dropped the ham in front of the manger. It 
looked funny to see a ham there instead of the 
fancy bath-salt jars we always used for the myrrh 
and frankincense. And then they went and sat 
down in the only space that was left. 
 
Friends, we always need to remember that 
Christianity is not about what we give God, but 
about what He has given us, His Son, Jesus Christ.  
Yet, the wise men remind us that part of worship 
is giving back some of what God has given us.  
What kind of gifts are appropriate?  We, maybe 
not gold, frankincense, myrrh, or even ha ham.  
Yes, financially giving is part of worship, but what 
God really desires is us ourselves.  Listen to 1 
Samuel 15:22. Does the Lord delight in burnt 
offerings and sacrifices as much as in obeying 
the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than 
sacrifice.  Obeying God is, in a sense, something 
we give to the Lord. The listen to what the Apostle 
Paul says in Romans 12:1   I appeal to you 
therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship.  Friends, as we approach the beginning 
of a new year, I challenge you to make a living 
sacrifice by God’s grace, through His spirit, 
commit your life to Jesus Christ.  Commit yourself 
to living in a way that honors Him.  That is the 
ultimate expression of true worship.  We need to 
ask the Lord to help us not be afraid to give 
ourselves for His glory. 
 
Friends, will you join the wise men in worshipping 
King Jesus?  Their story is one which most of us 
have heard many times.  Yet, I hope today we have 
heard it in a fresh way.  And most of all I hope you 
realize God is also calling you, by His grace, to be 
a true worshipper.  The wise men devoted 
themselves to worshipping King Jesus.  May God 
help us to the same in our lives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


