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It was one of the strangest articles I ever read.  My 
friend, John Piper had written a piece for The 
Standard (that used to be our denomination’s 
monthly magazine.)  The article was entitled, 
“Brothers, Tell Them Not to Serve God.”  In 
other words, pastors, don’t tell your people to 
serve the Lord.   
 
That didn’t really make sense because it was what 
I often found myself doing.  I encouraged people 
to teach Sunday School classes, sing in the choir, 
volunteer at the Food Shelf – in other words to 
“serve the Lord.” 
 
My initial thought was:  Piper is a little off the wall 
on this one.  Yet, over the years, I have come to 
realize that he was highlighting a very important 
truth – one that both pastors and regular people 
need to hear.   
 
Was his point that we should never serve God?  
Not at all.  He notes that we are commanded to 
serve the Lord and do so with gladness.  However, 
we need to remember that serving the Lord is not 
as important as being served by the Lord.  In other 
words, what we give to the Lord, though 
important, does not matter as much as what we 
receive from him. 
 
Friends, maybe that doesn’t make a lot of sense to 
you right now, but I hope that over the next thirty 
minutes, it will. 
 
Our journey through the book of 2 Samuel brings 
us to chapter 7 where we will explore the first 
seventeen verses (page 259).  Here we find David 
learning that what he wants to do for God is not 
nearly as important as what God is going to do for 
him.  Let’s pause and pray the Lord would enable 
us to hear, understand, believe and apply this 
truth today. 
 
2 Samuel 7:1 – When the king had settled into 
his palace and the LORD had given him rest on 
every side from all his enemies, the king said 
to the prophet Nathan, “Look, I am living in a 
cedar house while the ark of God sits inside 
tent curtains.” 
 

Things are going pretty well for David, and he 
recognizes he is enjoying God’s blessings.  He 
knows it is the Lord who has made him king of 
Israel and given the kingdom peace and 
prosperity.   
 
He apparently feels a little guilty that he has a 
magnificent house – cedar was the finest wood 
available; while the Ark of God, the Ark of the 
Covenant is inside a well-worn tent a.k.a. the 
tabernacle. It would be kind of like being in a $10 
million mansion while your parents are living in a 
tar paper shack. 
 
David said, “I need to build a nice house for 
God.”  And Nathan says, “Great idea!” and assures 
him, “The Lord is with you.” 
 
Remember, the Ark is a chest containing the stone 
tablets on which God had etched the Ten 
Commandments and other artifacts important to 
the people of Israel.  It was more than a symbol of 
the Lord’s presence.  In some way, the God who is 
omnipresent, meaning present everywhere, was 
inside the Ark in a different way than he was 
anywhere else. 
 
As we saw in chapter 6, treating the Ark casually 
could result in death.  David thought that such a 
holy item deserved something more than a tent – 
especially when he had such a fine palace. 
 
2 Samuel 7:4 – But that night the word of the 
LORD came to Nathan: 
 
And Nathan is about to learn that his 
encouragement to David to build a temple was a 
little presumptuous.  He had assumed it was 
something God would like David to do, but his 
assumption was wrong.   
 
It is still easy today to make the mistake of 
assuming God wants us to do something without 
really hearing what he has to say to us through his 
Word.  That is something all of us, but especially 
pastors, need to be careful to avoid.  Anyway, God 
says: 
 
2 Samuel 7:5-6 - “Go to my servant David and 
say, ‘This is what the LORD says:  Are you to 



 
build me a house to dwell in?  From the time I 
brought the Israelites out of Egypt until today 
I have not dwelt in a house; instead, I have 
been moving around with a tent as my 
dwelling.’ 
 
Much like today, a tent is a portable shelter, not a 
permanent residence. 
 
2 Samuel 7:7 – ‘In all my journeys with all the 
Israelites, have I ever spoken a word to one of 
the tribes of Israel, whom I commanded to 
shepherd my people Israel, asking: Why 
haven’t you built me a house of cedar?’ 
 
In fact, there are no instructions about building a 
house of any type – wood, brick or straw.  Yes, the 
Ark had spent quite a few years inside the house 
of Abinadab (2 Samuel 6:3), but it is called 
Abinadab’s house, not the Lord’s.  In short, the 
Lord has never asked for a house and doesn’t need 
one. 
 
Nathan is then to remind David that the 
relationship between he and the Lord has pretty 
much been a one-way street.  It is much more 
about what God has done for David than anything 
David has done for God. 
 
2 Samuel 7:8b-9a – ‘This is what the LORD of 
Armies says:  I took you from the pasture, from 
tending the flock, to be ruler over my people 
Israel.  I have been with you wherever you 
have gone, and I have destroyed all your 
enemies before you.’ 
 
And things are going to be that way for both David 
and his kingdom. 
 
2 Samuel 7:9b-11 – ‘I will make a great name 
for you like that of the greatest on the earth.  I 
will designate a place for my people Israel and 
plant them, so that they may live there and not 
be disturbed again.  Evildoers will not 
continue to oppress them as they have done … 
I will give you rest from all your enemies.’ 
 
This refers to the peace and prosperity Israel 
enjoyed during David’s reign as king. 
 
And then, folks, we come to the heart of the 
message Nathan is to give to David: 
 

2 Samuel 7:11 – ‘The LORD declares to you: 
The LORD himself will make a house for you.’ 
 
Not a house of cedar, but a royal dynasty.  God 
says, when David dies one of his own sons will 
become king.  We know that is Solomon. 
 
2 Samuel 7:13a – ‘He is the one who will build 
a house for my name.’ 
 
Solomon will be the one who will build a temple 
to honor the Lord. 
 
2 Samuel 7:13b – ‘And I will establish the 
throne of his kingdom forever.’ 
 
Forever!  The house of David and Solomon will not 
just be a dynasty.  It will be an eternal dynasty.  As 
far as Solomon, the Lord says: 
 
2 Samuel 7:14-15 – ‘I will be his father, and he 
will be my son.  When he does wrong, I will 
discipline him with a rod of men and blows 
from mortals.  But my faithful love will never 
leave him as it did when I removed it from 
Saul, whom I removed from before you.’ 
 
The bottom line the Lord tells David is this: 
 
2 Samuel 7:16 – Your house and kingdom will 
endure before me forever, and your throne 
will be established forever. 
 
FOREVER! 
 
That is really a cool promise!  And trust me – it 
seemed much cooler to David than it does to us!  
But, it doesn’t seem like the promise is kept.   
 
First of all, as we might have guessed, Solomon 
died.  That is why Tertullian, one of the early 
church leaders, said: “If you tell me the promises of 
2 Samuel 7 are just about Solomon, you will send me 
into a fit of laughter.” 
 
And when Solomon dies, things seem to really 
fall apart.  The kingdom quickly becomes 
divided, ten of the twelve tribes of Israel break 
away, form the Northern Kingdom and follow 
Jeroboam of the tribe of Ephraim as king.   
 
David’s descendants would rule only the 
Southern Kingdom of Israel, made up of just 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin.  And the 



 
Davidic line seems pretty short-lived and 
certainly doesn’t seem to last forever. 
 
Over the next four hundred years or so, twenty 
different descendants of David would sit on 
the throne of Judah, the Southern Kingdom.  
Yet, in 586 B.C., when Nebuchadnezzar and his 
Babylonian army depose King Zedekiah, the 
rule of the house of David comes to an end.   
 
A few hundred years later, the Kingdom of 
Judah is revived under the Maccabees and the 
Hasmonean Dynasty, but they are from the 
tribe of Levi, not descendants of David.  The 
house of David seems to be finished. 
 
Except – about 586 years after the last Davidic 
king, a baby is born in Bethlehem, David’s home 
town.  Both his mother Mary and the man 
assumed to be his father, Joseph, are apparently 
descendants of David.  Though their child, Jesus, 
did not initially appear to be “royal material,” the 
Angel Gabriel had made this promise to Mary 
about her son: 
 
Luke 1:32-33 – “He (Jesus) will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David.  He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and his kingdom will have no end.” 
 
And, indeed, the Bible assures us that one day 
Jesus will be recognized as King of kings and Lord 
of lords (Revelation 19:16), and he shall reign 
forever and ever. 
 
Incidentally, there is debate in some circles about 
whether the throne occupied in heaven today is 
the throne of David.  I think it probably is, but 
even so, that does not preclude Jesus from one day 
reigning on earth, as the Davidic king, on a 
physical throne, which I believe will happen in the 
millennial kingdom. 
 
The important point is that the eternal kingdom 
promised to David is fulfilled and will be fulfilled 
in the person of Jesus Christ. 
 
2 Samuel 7:16 – Your house and kingdom will 
endure before me forever, and your throne 
will be established forever. 
 
That is a promise made by God, which has been 
kept and which he will keep.  In the whole story of 

the Bible, this is a huge part of this story; and this 
verse is certainly a very important one. 
 
This morning, however, I want to focus on a 
couple of important lessons in our text today.  
These are two things I believe the Lord is 
saying to us today: 
 
#1 God does not need us. 
 
Friends, this is a very basic theological truth.  It is 
technically referred to as God’s self-existence or 
his independence.   The existence, character and 
attributes of the Triune God do not depend on 
anyone or anything else.  Because he is the Triune 
God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit), God does not 
need anyone else to enjoy a perfect relationship of 
love. 
 
I like how A.W. Tozer described it: 
 

Even if everyone on earth were to become 
an atheist, God would still be God, just 
as the sun would still be shining even if 
everyone on earth were to become blind. 

 
God did not need any help from David.  He did not 
need a house to be protected from the elements, 
nor a temple to provide the proper honor he 
deserved.  Yes, Solomon would build a temple for 
the Lord.  He will be pleased with that.  But God 
didn’t need a temple; and if for some reason he 
did, he could create one himself just by speaking 
the word.  Remember, this is the God who created 
the universe out of nothing in a six-day period. 
 
The Apostle Paul described the Lord this way: 
 
Acts 17:24-25 – “He is the God who made the 
world and everything in it.  Since he is Lord of 
heaven and earth, he doesn’t live in man-
made temple, and human hands can’t serve 
his needs – for he has no needs.  He himself 
gives life and breath to everything, and he 
satisfies every need.” 
 
Friends, have you ever been in a church service 
where the pastor tells you God needs you to do 
something – maybe teach a Sunday School class 
or give some of your money or pray for something.  
No!  God doesn’t need you to do any of those 
things.  He is perfectly capable of being God, 
perfectly capable of accomplishing his purposes, 
perfectly capable of doing whatever he wants done 



 
without your help or mine.  God never needs us to 
serve him. 
 
Now, don’t misunderstand.  God wants us to serve 
him.  He takes delight in our service.  He wants us 
to teach Sunday School classes, give money and 
pray for one another.  Yet, the reason he wants us 
to serve him is not for his benefit, but for ours.  
Because God loves us, he wants us to experience 
the joy and strengthening of our souls which 
comes through serving him. 
 
“Pastor Dan, that doesn’t really make sense to 
me.  Why would God want us to serve him if he 
doesn’t need to be served?” 
 
Well, I don’t really think it is that hard to 
understand because it is what parents do with 
their children all the time. 
 
A good mom, for example, sometimes will have 
her nine-year old daughter “help” bake a cake.  Is 
that mom capable of baking a cake on her own?  
Yes.  Does she need her daughter’s help?  No.  Is it 
easier to bake the cake because her daughter is 
“helping?”  Probably not.  At least there is likely 
to be a bit more cleaning up after the nine-year 
old daughter has been helping.   
 
So, why does the mom want her daughter to help?  
Not for her benefit, but for her daughter’s.  That 
nine-year old girl is happy to be “helping” her 
mom.  She is also actually learning how to make a 
cake.  Mom takes delight in seeing how her 
daughter benefits by “helping” her.  The Lord 
takes delight in seeing how his children benefit 
from helping him. 
 
But, folks, he doesn’t need our help.  He doesn’t 
need us to serve him.  When we think he does, we 
are making two serious mistakes: 
 
1) We are diminishing God’s glory by thinking he 
is not a completely self-sufficient being.  There 
are people who pretend they are self-sufficient, 
but one of the glorious things about God is that he 
truly needs nothing. 
 
2) We are inflating our own ego in an unhealthy 
way by pretending we are somehow helping God 
do a better job of running the universe.  Friends, 
there are many problems in the world.  However, I 
would suggest a big one is too many people with 

inflated egos who overestimate their value and 
see themselves as God’s right hand man/woman. 
 
Friends, it is good to have confidence, but that 
should not be self-confidence, but Christ-
confidence – believing we can do all things 
through Christ who gives us strength (Philippians 
4:13). 
 
#2 What God has done for us is more 
important than what we might do for him. 
 
This is really the big lesson in our text.  God 
doesn’t need David to build him a house, but he is 
going to build a house for David.  The promise of 
an eternal dynasty for David’s house, that his 
descendant would reign as King of kings and Lord 
of lords, forever and ever, is I think, the most 
wonderful thing David could imagine. 
 
No matter what David thought he was 
“accomplishing for God,” it was only a dim 
shadow of what the Lord would accomplish for 
him.   
 
And friends, we are in the same boat.  Whatever 
we do for God doesn’t even begin to compare to 
what God has done, is doing and will do for us.   
 
Friend, you may have experienced a lot of 
blessings from the Lord during your lifetime, but 
the most significant is what the Lord Jesus 
accomplished for you through his death and 
resurrection.   
 
The eternal salvation God graciously gives to all 
who are trusting in Jesus Christ is really more 
important than anything you have or anyone you 
know.  We may not think that today, but one day 
we will realize how true it is.  Friends, when we 
realize what God has done for us, it makes our 
service to him seem rather small and insignificant. 
 
“OK, Pastor Dan, you are probably right, but what 
does this mean in practical terms?” 
 
1) We need to gratefully receive the grace 
God gives. 
 
John Piper uses this illustration to spell out what 
this means: 
 
God is a mountain spring, not a watering 
trough.  A mountain spring is self-replenishing.  



 
It constantly overflows and generously provides 
water to those who would like to drink.  A watering 
trough, however, needs to be continually filled 
with a pump or bucket. 
 
The question is this:  Is God like a mountain spring 
or a watering trough?  And what does that mean if 
we are to glorify him? 
 
Well, to serve or glorify a watering trough, you 
work hard to keep it full and useful.  But if you 
want to glorify the worth of a mountain spring and 
show the value of that spring, you get down on 
your hands and knees and you drink.  You drink to 
your heart’s satisfaction.  And then when you are 
totally refreshed, you go back down the mountain 
and tell people what you have found.  You tell 
them what a marvelous spring it is! 
 
Friends, the magnificent truth of the gospel is that 
the God the Bible describes is a God who delights 
in the one thing we have to offer – our thirst.  That 
is what we have to give God – our thirst, our need 
for him.  That is what makes the gospel such good 
news! 
 
God is never delighted by the resourcefulness or 
hard work of bucket brigades trying to keep a 
trough full of water.  He is always full. 
 
He wants us, as needy sinners, to drink from that 
fountain of grace and find the thirst of our souls 
to be totally satisfied. 
 
For, indeed, as Piper likes to say: 
 

“God is most glorified in us 
when we are most satisfied in him.” 

 
Friends, if you are not drinking from that spring, 
if you are not trusting in Jesus Christ, if you have 
not experienced his salvation, I urge you to turn 
to the Lord Jesus today.  If you are not sure what 
that means or how to do that, make sure you talk 
to me before you leave today. 
 
Then what?   
 
2) When our souls have experienced God’s 
marvelous salvation, we should want to 
express gratitude to God through our worship. 
 
Adoration, praise, thanksgiving and love are 
natural responses when our soul has been filled by 

the goodness and grace of God.  This then leads to 
telling others about the salvation we have 
experienced in Jesus.  We do this not because we 
are doing God a favor or because we are trying to 
earn a place in heaven. 
 
Remember, God doesn’t need us to be witnesses of 
his grace.  Angels are perfectly capable of doing 
that.  They proclaimed the good news to the 
shepherds when Jesus was born. 
 
And according to Luke 19:40, the rocks 
themselves could cry out, declaring the glories of 
Christ.  Yet, God chooses to use human beings as 
ambassadors to a world so desperately in need of 
the gospel – again not so much for his benefit as 
for our own good. 
 
Being able to share the amazing grace of God with 
others is, indeed, a great privilege.  It is not guilt, 
but joy, which should motivate us to tell others 
about the Lord Jesus. 
 
And those who have received so much grace from 
the Lord should be showing great grace to others.  
That is a huge topic, one we will save for another 
day; but it is so disturbing and so terribly wrong 
when Christians fail to show grace to other 
believers in Jesus. 
 
Friends, the bottom line is that it is joy which 
motivates and empowers us to serve the Lord.  We 
should not serve out of guilt, out of a desire to 
impress others, or in an effort to gain God’s 
approval.  We serve because we have been served.  
We give because we have abundantly received. 
 
Friends, as your pastor, I encourage you to serve 
the Lord.  But please don’t do that until you have 
received from the Lord – received the marvelous 
grace God gives us through the Lord Jesus. 
 
Here is a question each and every Christian should 
consider on a regular basis: 
 

“What do I think about and talk about 
more – what I am doing for the Lord 

or what he has done for me?” 
 
Am I thinking about and talking about what I am 
doing to keep a water trough full or am I thinking 
about and talking about the mountain stream that 
will quench the thirst of anyone willing to drink.  
 



 
Oh friend, I hope you are primarily thinking 
about and talking about that mountain stream 
– about what the Lord has done, is doing and 
will do for you and for all those trusting in the 
Lord Jesus.   
 
It is to him, not to us, that the glory belongs! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


