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August 4, 2019 
RIGHT ON THE MONEY – Part 5 

“Using Money to Make a Difference” 
 
Money is often tempting to us, because many believe money is how we find security 
and happiness in this life. 
 
Jesus warns what can happen if our focus is always more, simply for the sake of 
having more. 
 
Luke 12:15-17 (NLT): “Then [Jesus] said, ‘Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. 
Life is not measured by how much you own. 16Then he told them a story: ‘A rich man 
had a fertile farm that produced fine crops. 17He said to himself, “What should I do? I 
don’t have room for all my crops.”’” 
 
Luke 12:18-19 (NLT): “‘18Then he said, “I know! I’ll tear down my barns and build 
bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all my wheat and other goods. 19And 
I’ll sit back and say to myself, ‘My friend, you have enough stored away for years to 
come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!’” 
 
Over a half dozen times in these two verses this rich man refers to himself. 
 
Psalms 24:1 (NLT): “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it. The world and all its 
people belong to him.” 
Deuteronomy 8:17-18 (NIV): “17You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of 
my hands have produced this wealth for me.’ 18But remember the LORD your God, for it 
is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth…” 
 
1 Timothy 6:9 (NLT): “But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are 
trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and 
destruction.” 
 
Luke 12:20-21 (NLT): “‘20But God said to him, “You fool! You will die this very night. 
Then who will get everything you worked for?” 21Yes, a person is a fool to store up 
earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.’” 
 
Proverbs 1:7 (ESV): “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise 
wisdom and instruction. 
 
Jesus applied the word “fool” to the Pharisees to point to spiritual blindness. 
 
The rich man is a fool because he’s blind to why God gave him the ability to gather 
resources – to take care of himself, yes, but also to bless others. 
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Jesus: “‘19Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.’” 
(Matthew 6:19-20 ESV) 
 
When we use God’s resources God’s way, He’s working in and through those 
activities to make a difference and create eternal results. 
 
Jesus: “‘Here’s the lesson: Use your worldly resources to benefit others and make 
friends. Then, when your possessions are gone, they will welcome you to an eternal 
home.’” (Luke 16:9 NLT) 
 
Gateway, Land, and 25 Forward (leave a little extra space after this line) 
 
Our vision is to unleash God’s love onto the people of this area in order to let them 
know Jesus Christ loves them and died for them, and we love them, too. 
 
Discipleship that doesn’t cause people to be more loving can’t be real discipleship. 
 
We want each of us listening to God to see what He wants each of us to do. 
 
What is God saying to you? (leave a little extra space after this line) 
 
2 Corinthians 9:11-15 (NIV11): “11You will be enriched in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving 
to God. 12This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s 
people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13Because of the 
service by which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience 
that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 
sharing with them and with everyone else. 14And in their prayers for you their hearts 
will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15Thanks be to 
God for his indescribable gift!” 
 
 
On Gateway’s Find It page (www.gateway-community.org/find-it/): 

• 25 Forward Update 

• Information on Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University class at Gateway 

• 90 Day Tithe Challenge 

• Honoring God by My Giving handout 
 

Get the Life Journal Bible Reading Plan at gateway-community.org/Find-it 
 

Follow Randy on Twitter @HagemanRandy 
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