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He	did	what	was	right	in	the	sight	of	the	LORD,	in
accordance	with	everything	that	his	father	David	had
done.	He	removed	the	high	places	and	smashed	the
memorial	stones	to	pieces,	and	cut	down	the	Asherah.	He
also	crushed	to	pieces	the	bronze	serpent	that	Moses	had
made,	for	until	those	days	the	sons	of	Israel	had	been
burning	incense	to	it;	and	it	was	called	Nehushtan.	He
trusted	in	the	LORD,	the	God	of	Israel;	and	after	him
there	was	no	one	like	him	among	all	the	kings	of	Judah,
nor	among	those	who	came	before	him.	For	he	clung	to
the	LORD;	he	did	not	desist	from	following	Him,	but	kept
His	commandments,	which	the	LORD	had	commanded
Moses.	And	the	LORD	was	with	him;	wherever	he	went	he
was	successful.	And	he	revolted	against	the	king	of
Assyria	and	did	not	serve	him.

—2	Kings	18:3-7

…Now	on	whom	have	you	relied,	that	you	have	revolted
against	me?	Now	behold,	you	have	relied	on	the	support
of	this	broken	reed,	on	Egypt;	on	which	if	a	man	leans,	it
will	go	into	his	hand	and	pierce	it.	That	is	how	Pharaoh
king	of	Egypt	is	to	all	who	rely	on	him.	However,	if	you
say	to	me,	‘We	have	trusted	in	the	LORD	our	God,’	is	it
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not	He	whose	high	places	and	whose	altars	Hezekiah	has
removed,	and	has	said	to	Judah	and	to	Jerusalem,	‘You
shall	worship	before	this	altar	in	Jerusalem’?	Now	then,
come	make	a	wager	with	my	master	the	king	of	Assyria:	I
will	give	you	two	thousand	horses,	if	you	are	able	on	your
part	to	put	riders	on	them!	How	then	can	you	drive	back
even	one	official	of	the	least	of	my	master’s	servants,	and
rely	on	Egypt	for	chariots	and	horsemen?	Have	I	now
come	up	without	the	LORD’S	approval	against	this	place
to	destroy	it?	The	LORD	said	to	me,	‘Go	up	against	this
land	and	destroy	it.’”	
This	is	what	the	king	says:	‘Do	not	let	Hezekiah	deceive
you,	for	he	will	not	be	able	to	save	you	from	my	hand.
And	do	not	let	Hezekiah	lead	you	to	trust	in	the	LORD	by
saying,	“The	LORD	will	certainly	save	us,	and	this	city
will	not	be	handed	over	to	the	king	of	Assyria.”

—2	Kings	18:20-25;	29-30

Now	when	King	Hezekiah	heard	the	report,	he	tore	his
clothes,	covered	himself	with	sackcloth,	and	entered	the
house	of	the	LORD.

—2	Kings	19:1

Then	Hezekiah	took	the	letter	from	the	hand	of	the
messengers	and	read	it,	and	he	went	up	to	the	house	of
the	LORD	and	spread	it	out	before	the	LORD.	Hezekiah
prayed	before	the	LORD	and	said,	“LORD,	God	of	Israel,
enthroned	above	the	cherubim,	You	are	the	God,	You
alone,	of	all	the	kingdoms	of	the	earth.	You	have	made
heaven	and	earth.	Incline	Your	ear,	LORD,	and	hear;
open	Your	eyes,	LORD,	and	see;	and	listen	to	the	words
of	Sennacherib,	which	he	has	sent	to	taunt	the	living	God.
It	is	true,	LORD;	the	kings	of	Assyria	have	laid	waste	the
nations	and	their	lands,	and	have	hurled	their	gods	into
the	fire;	for	they	were	not	gods,	but	only	the	work	of
human	hands,	wood	and	stone.	So	they	have	destroyed
them.	But	now,	LORD	our	God,	please,	save	us	from	his
hand,	so	that	all	the	kingdoms	of	the	earth	may	know
that	You	alone,	LORD,	are	God.”

—2	Kings	19:14-19



‘For	I	will	protect	this	city	to	save	it	for	My	own	sake,	and
for	My	servant	David’s	sake.’

—2	Kings	19:34

His	speech	was	smoother	than	butter,	
But	his	heart	was	war;	
His	words	were	softer	than	oil,	
Yet	they	were	drawn	swords.

—Psalm	55:21
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