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July 15, 2018 
DIVE IN – Part 2 

“Prayer” 
 
Some folks look at prayer almost like it’s magic, and some go to the other extreme, 
seeing it as just an obligation. 
 
The claim of authentic Christianity is that it’s not about rules but a relationship with 
God through His Son Jesus Christ. 
 
Jesus: “‘For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life.’” (John 3:16 ESV) 
 
Prayer is communicating and communing with God. 
 
Psalms 116:2  (NLT): “Because (the LORD) bends down to listen, I will pray as long as I 
have breath! “ 
Psalms 142:5  (NLT): “Then I pray to you, O LORD. I say, ‘You are my place of refuge. 
You are all I really want in life.’” 
Acts 1:14 (NLT): “[The apostles] all met together and were constantly united in prayer, 
along with Mary the mother of Jesus, several other women, and the brothers of Jesus.” 
Philippians 4:6 (NLT): “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. 
Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.” 
Colossians 4:2 (NLT): “Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and a thankful 
heart.” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 (NIV): “pray continually” 
 
Luke 18:1 (ESV): “And [Jesus] told them a parable to the effect that they ought always 
to pray and not lose heart.” 
 
The purpose of any parable is to make a single point. 
 
Luke 18:2 (ESV): “He said, ‘In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God 
nor respected man.’” 
 
Luke 18:3 (ESV): “‘And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and 
saying, “Give me justice against my adversary.”’” 
 
Luke 18:4-5 (ESV): “‘4For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, “Though 
I neither fear God nor respect man, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will 
give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.”’” 
 
Luke 18:6-8 (ESV): “6And the Lord said, ‘Hear what the unrighteous judge says. 7And 
will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long 
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over them? 8I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son 
of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’” 
 
Jesus says if this “unrighteous judge” can do the right thing, how much more will 
our Heavenly Father, who loves us so much that He sent His Son to die for our sins. 
 
To “pray continually” means to walk in constant awareness of God with us, loving 
us, and we’re just sharing our life with Him. 
 
Prayers of Jesus recorded in the Gospels: Matthew 6:9-13 (also Luke 11:2-4), Matthew 
11:25-26, Mark 14:36, Mark 15:34, Luke 23:34, Luke 23:46, John 11:41-43, John 12:27-28, 
and John 17:1-26. 
 

JESUS’ PRINCIPLES ON HOW TO PRAY 
 

Jesus: “‘This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven,…”’” (Matthew 
6:9ab NIV) 
 

• Prayer is personal and intimate. 
 
Jesus: “‘“…hallowed be your name,”’” (Matthew 6:9c NIV) 
 

• Prayer recognizes that God is holy and worships Him with honor, respect and 
praise. 
 
Jesus: “‘“your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”’” 
(Matthew 6:10 NIV) 
 

• Prayer seeks that God’s will be done over our own desires and wishes. 
 
Jesus: “‘“Give us today our daily bread.”’” (Matthew 6:11 NIV) 
 

• Prayer trusts God for what we need now. 
 
Jesus: “‘“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”’” (Matthew 
6:12 NIV) 
 

• Prayer confesses our sins and humbly seeks God’s forgiveness. 
 
Jesus: “‘“And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.”’” 
(Matthew 6:13 NIV) 
 

• Prayer can help us overcome any temptations that come our way. 
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Philippians 4:6-7 (CSB): “6Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through 
prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7And the peace 
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in 
Christ Jesus.” 
 
Prayer is the equivalent of spiritual breathing for any disciple of Jesus, because it’s 
just a natural part of our life following Him. 
 
See Gateway’s Find It page for Prayer Resources (www.gateway-
community.org/find-it/).  
 
 

Get the Life Journal Bible Reading Plan at gateway-community.org/Find-it 
 

Follow Randy on Twitter @HagemanRandy 
 

Wifi available for those with limited data plans | Password: gateway17 
 
 
  
 


