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February 24, 2019 
THE GOD I NEVER KNEW – Part 5 

“The Spirit Convicts” 
 
God, our Creator, knows that sin is so destructive to us, even when it doesn’t seem 
like a big deal to us, and so in living in us through His Spirit He seeks to convict us 
of our sins for our own good. 
 
Jesus: “‘When he [the Counselor, the Holy Spirit] comes, he will convict the world of 
guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:’” (John 16:8 NIV) 
 
Conviction is more than a guilty conscience – it’s seeing God in all His purity and 
holiness and seeing ourselves as God sees us, in all our sinfulness, and realizing that 
we are hopeless and helpless apart from God’s saving mercy. 
 
Isaiah 6:5 (NIV): “‘Woe to me!’ I cried. ‘I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and 
I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD 
Almighty.’” 
 
Conviction helps the non-Christian see not just their sins, but that they are a sinner, 
guilty before a holy God, deserving of eternal punishment and helpless to save 
themselves. 
 
Conviction brings to the Christian an awareness of a particular sin or sins in our life 
and the need for our repentance and confession, and God’s forgiveness. 
 
1 John 1:8-9 (NLT): “8If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not 
living in the truth. 9But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins and to cleanse us from all wickedness.” 
 
The Holy Spirit’s motivation for conviction is love – He loves each one of us too 
much to leave us in our sin. 
 
Jesus: “‘But when the Father sends the Advocate [Counselor, Helper] as my 
representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind 
you of everything I have told you.’” (John 14:26 NLT) 
 
Acts 6:8 (NIV): “Now Stephen, a man full of God’s grace and power, performed great 
wonders and signs among the people.” 
 
Acts 7:1 (NIV): “Then the high priest asked Stephen, ‘Are these charges true?’” 
 
Acts 7:48 (NIV): “‘…the Most High does not live in houses made by men.…’” 
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Stephen demolishes the underlying reasons for the charges brought against him. 
 
Acts 7:51-53 (NIV): “‘51You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! 
You are just like your fathers: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52Was there ever a 
prophet your fathers did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the 
coming of the Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him—53you 
who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but have not obeyed 
it.’” 
 
Acts 7:54-56 (NIV): “54When [the Sanhedrin] heard this, they were furious and gnashed 
their teeth at him. 55But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56‘Look,’ he said, ‘I see 
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’” 
 
Acts 7:57-60 (NIV): “57At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their 
voices, they all rushed at him, 58dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. 
Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
59While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 60Then 
he fell on his knees and cried out, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against them.’ When he 
had said this, he fell asleep.” 
 
WAYS THE HOLY SPIRIT CONVICTS: 

• Scripture 
 
 

• Speaking through others (Acts 2:37, 2 Corinthians 7:8-10) 
 
 

• Lives of others (2 Corinthians 2:15-16) 
 
 

• Speaking directly to us (John 16:8) 
 
 
For Christians, conviction is not the same thing as condemnation. 
 
Romans 8:1-2 (NIV): “1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from 
the law of sin and death.” 
 
The devil loves to cause feelings of condemnation in our lives, and sometimes our 
own minds and hearts play tricks on us, so that, either way, we may feel condemned. 
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1 John 3:20 (NIV11): “If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our 
hearts, and he knows everything.” 
 
Conviction, though it may not be what we want to experience, is always for our best, 
for it’s from a God who loves us and only wants the best for us. 
 
Apostle Paul: “‘And when the blood of your martyr Stephen was shed, I stood there 
giving my approval and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.’” (Acts 

22:20 NIV) 
 
 
 
Next Week: The Spirit Leads (Acts 8:4-40) 
 
 

Get the Life Journal Bible Reading Plan at gateway-community.org/Find-it 
 

Follow Randy on Twitter @HagemanRandy 

 


