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January 14, 2018 
EVERY WORD – Part 3 

“Living… Every Word” 
 
Jesus recognized that some people really got his message, and others, hearing the 
exact same message, didn’t seem to give it a second thought. 
 
Luke 8:4-8 (ESV): “4And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after 
town came to him, [Jesus] said in a parable, 5‘A sower went out to sow his seed. And as 
he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air 
devoured it. 6And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it 
had no moisture. 7And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and 
choked it. 8And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.’ As he 
said these things, he called out, ‘He who has ears to hear, let him hear.’” 
 
Parable – literally means “something cast alongside another thing to clarify it” 
(Eerdmans Dictionary) 
 
In this parable, Jesus compares various kinds of soils with the mixed responses he 
gets to his message about the Kingdom of God. 
 
When Jesus said, “a hundredfold” harvest, the listeners would have immediately 
listened, because the typical yield was 5-15 times the seed sown, not 100 times! 
 
Luke 8:9-10 (ESV): “9And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, 10he 
said, ‘To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for 
others they are in parables, so that “seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not 
understand.”’” 
 
The ultimate purpose of this warning is that some would choose to repent and 
receive the Good News of God’s salvation, freely offered to all. 
 
Luke 8:11 (ESV): “‘Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.’” 
 
Jesus: “…‘It is written, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God.”’” (Matthew 4:4 ESV) 
 
Luke 8:12 (ESV): “‘The ones along the path are those who have heard; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 
saved.’” 
 
These folks have heard the Word but give it no consideration. 
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Luke 8:13 (ESV): “‘And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, 
receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of 
testing fall away.’” 
 
These folks initially respond “with joy” to the Good News, but they don’t allow 
God’s Word to go deep into them, and when challenges come along, they “fall away.” 
 
Luke 8:14 (ESV): “‘And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but 
as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of life, 
and their fruit does not mature.’” 
 
While these things of life may not be inherently bad, if they’re more central to our 
lives than Jesus Christ, then these distractions lead to idolatry. 
 
Jesus: “‘17So, every healthy tree bears good fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 
18A healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit. 19Every 
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus you will 
recognize them by their fruits.’” (Matthew 7:17-20 ESV) 
 
Jesus seems to indicate that immature fruit is useless and will be disposed of. 
 
Luke 8:15 (ESV): “‘As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, 
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.’” 
 
Even good soil requires work and “patience,” Jesus says, but when we invest in 
God’s Word and seek to live it daily in our lives, it will “bear fruit.” 
 
Which soil are you? Which soil do you want to be? 
 
 
Jesus didn’t tell this parable so folks would feel hopeless, but that the soil can be 
changed with effort to produce miraculous, supernatural, hundredfold results. 
 
Jesus: “…’What is impossible with man is possible with God.’” (Luke 18:27 ESV) 
 
WAYS TO COOPERATE WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT TO PRODUCE FRUIT: 
 
• Hard-Packed Soil 
 
 
• Rocky Soil 
 
 
• Thorny Soil 
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• Good Soil 
 
 
Move – a Study of James: www.gateway-community.org/find-it/ 
 
Proverbs 30:5 (ESV): “Every word of God proves true; he is a shield to those who take 
refuge in him.” 
 
 

Get the Life Journal Bible Reading Plan at gateway-community.org/Find-it 
 

Follow Randy on Twitter @HagemanRandy 
 

Wifi available for those with limited data plans | Password: gateway17 
 
  
 


