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Ezekiel 11:17-20

17 Therefore say, ‘Thus says the Lord God: | will gather you from the
peoples and assemble you out of the countries where you have been
scattered, and | will give you the land of Israel.” 8 And when they
come there, they will remove from it all its detestable things and all
its abominations. 1° And | will give them one heart, and a new spirit |
will put within them. | will remove the heart of stone from their flesh
and give them a heart of flesh, 2° that they may walk in my statutes
and keep my rules and obey them. And they shall be my people, and |
will be their God.

Ezekiel 36:26

26 And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within
you. And | will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give
you a heart of flesh.
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Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we

need, as some do, letters of recommendation to you, or from
you? 2You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, written
on our hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And you show that
you are a letter from Christ delivered by us, written not with ink
but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but
on tablets of human hearts.

Covenant & Kingdom

Jeremiah 31:31-33

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when | will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of
Judah, 32 not like the covenant that | made with their fathers on
the day when | took them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, though | was their
husband, declares the Lord. 33 For this is the covenant that | will
make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts.
And | will be their God, and they shall be my people.
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4Such is the confidence that we have through Christ toward

God. > Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as
coming from us, but our sufficiency is from God, ® who has made
us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, not of the letter
but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

“Now if anyone has caused pain, he has caused it not to me, but in
some measure—not to put it too severely—to all of you. For such a
one, this punishment by the majority is enough...” -2 Corinthians 2:5-6

“Three times | pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave
me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” -2 Corinthians 12:8-9
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”Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came
with such glory that the Israelites could not gaze at Moses' face
because of its glory, which was being brought to an end, 8 will not
the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? ? For if there was
glory in the ministry of condemnation, the ministry of
righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 1°Indeed, in this case,
what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of
the glory that surpasses it. 1! For if what was being brought to an
end came with glory, much more will what is permanent have

glory.

2 Corinthians 3

12Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like

Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites
might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an
end. 14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they
read the old covenant, that same veil remains unlifted, because
only through Christ is it taken away. 1° Yes, to this day whenever
Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts.
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16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.'” Now the
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there

is freedom. 18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is
the Spirit.

Genesis 15:7-12

7 And he said to him, “l am the Lord who brought you out from Ur of
the Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” 8 But he said, “O Lord
God, how am | to know that | shall possess it?”  He said to him,
“Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a
ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 1° And he
brought him all these, cut them in half, and laid each half over against
the other. But he did not cut the birds in half. * And when birds of
prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 12 As the
sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on Abram. And behold,
dreadful and great darkness fell upon him.
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Genesis 15:7-12

17 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, behold, a smoking
fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. 18 On that
day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring
| give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river
Euphrates, 1° the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites,
20 the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, 2! the Amorites, the
Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.”

1 Corinthians 11:23-36

23 For | received from the Lord what | also delivered to you, that the
Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread, 2 and
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body,
which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 2°> In the same way
also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
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Romans 8:1-8

1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. 2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus
from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in
us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. >
For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds
on the things of the Spirit. © For to set the mind on the flesh is death,
but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the mind that
is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's
law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please
God.



