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1. The indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit produced
boldness and power to speak and serve, transforming
cowards in hiding into martyrs.
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Acts 1:7-8

"He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs
which the Father has fixed by His own authority; € but you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.”



1. The indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit produced
boldness and power to speak and serve, transforming
cowards in hiding into martyrs.

Acts 7:55-56

>> But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God; °®and he said, “Behold, | see the heavens
opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of

God.”



1. The indwelling and filling of the Holy Spirit produced
boldness and power to speak and serve, transforming

cowards in hiding into martyrs.

Acts 13:52
>2 And the disciples were continually filled with joy and with

the Holy Spirit.
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presentation of the gospel regardless of culture or feelings.



2. The death, burial and resurrection were consistently included in the
presentation of the gospel regardless of culture or feelings.

Acts 5:30-32

30The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death
by hanging Him on a cross. 3! He is the one whom God exalted to His

right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and
forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses of these things; and so is

the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”



2. The death, burial and resurrection were consistently included in the
presentation of the gospel regardless of culture or feelings.

Acts 17:1-3

17 Now when they had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia,
they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.
> And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three
Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and
giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the
dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom | am proclaiming to you is the
Christ.”
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3 And they laid hands on them and put them in jail until the next day,

for it was already evening.
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Acts 4:3
3 And they laid hands on them and put them in jail until the next day,
for it was already evening.

Acts 4:29
29 And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Your bond-
servants may speak Your word with all confidence,



3. Conflict and suffering in relationship to speaking and preaching the
gospel were considered normal, not novel.

Acts 14:19-20

19But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having won over the
crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing
him to be dead. ?° But while the disciples stood around him, he got

up and entered the city. The next day he went away with Barnabas to
Derbe.
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cultural, political or religious affiliations.
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cultural, political or religious affiliations.

Acts 10:24-28

4 0n the following day he entered Caesarea. Now Cornelius was
waiting for them and had called together his relatives and close
friends. 22 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet
and worshiped him. 2° But Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; |
too am just a man.” 2/ As he talked with him, he entered and *found
many people assembled. 2 And he said to them, “You yourselves
know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a
foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that | should not
call any man unholy or unclean.




4. Loyalty to fellow Christians superseded loyalties to ethnicity,
cultural, political or religious affiliations.

Acts 15:1-2
15 Some men came down from Judea and began teaching the

brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of
Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 And when Paul and Barnabas had
great dissension and debate with them, the brethren determined
that Paul and Barnabas and some others of them should go up to
Jerusalem to the apostles and elders concerning this issue.



4. Loyalty to fellow Christians superseded loyalties to ethnicity,
cultural, political or religious affiliations.

Acts 15:8-11

8 And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving them the
Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; ®and He made no distinction
between us and them, cleansing their hearts by faith. 1 Now
therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the neck of
the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able
to bear? 1 But we believe that we are saved through the grace of the
Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.”



5. Numerical growth, in spite of conflict and suffering, was
considered normal, not novel.
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Acts 2:41
41So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that

day there were added about three thousand souls.
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considered normal, not novel.

Acts 2:41
41So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that

day there were added about three thousand souls.

Acts 4:4
4 But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the
number of the men came to be about five thousand.



5. Numerical growth, in spite of conflict and suffering, was
considered normal, not novel.

Acts 17:11-12

11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica,
for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 12 Therefore
many of them believed, along with a number of prominent Greek
women and men.
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Acts 17:11-12

11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica,
for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so. 12 Therefore
many of them believed, along with a number of prominent Greek
women and men.

Acts 19:20
0S50 the word of the Lord was growing mightily and prevailing.



