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Title: "The Upside-Down Kingdom: Finding Honor in Humility" 
 
In a world that often celebrates self-promotion and personal gain, we're challenged to consider a different perspective – 
one that turns our conventional wisdom on its head. This upside-down kingdom, as illustrated in the story of Esther, 
reveals profound truths about honor, humility, and God's perfect timing. 
 
Consider the tale of Haman and Mordecai from the book of Esther. Haman, a man obsessed with his own honor and status, 
finds himself in a position to advise the king on how to celebrate someone worthy of honor. Assuming he's the intended 
recipient, Haman suggests an elaborate parade – complete with royal robes, the king's own horse, and a noble official 
leading the procession through the city streets. 
 
Imagine Haman's shock when the king commands him to bestow this very honor on Mordecai – the very man Haman 
despises and had planned to execute! This reversal perfectly encapsulates the upside-down nature of God's kingdom. 
Those who exalt themselves will be humbled, while the humble will be lifted up. 
 
This story serves as a powerful reminder: we are called to be honorable, not because others deserve our honor, but because 
we ourselves are honorable. Jesus exemplified this perfectly. Despite being the Son of God – the one person who had 
every right to demand honor – He chose the path of humility. He washed His disciples' feet, touched lepers, and ultimately 
gave His life on the cross. 
 
We're challenged to reflect: Do we seek honor for ourselves, or do we strive to honor others regardless of their 
"worthiness"? Our actions should flow from our identity as honorable people, not from others meeting our standards of 
deserving honor. 
 
The narrative of Haman and Mordecai also highlights the danger of comparison and jealousy. Haman's obsession with his 
perceived slight from Mordecai consumed him, robbing him of joy and leading to his downfall. How often do we fall into 
this same trap, comparing our lives to others and feeling bitter when they receive blessings we believe we deserve? 
 
Scripture reminds us: "Love your neighbor as yourself" and "Do not covet." These commands aren't simply about being 
nice; they're about cultivating contentment and freedom from the crushing weight of comparison. The Apostle Paul 
declared he had learned the secret of being content in any circumstance – whether in plenty or in want. This contentment 
stems from a deep understanding of our identity in Christ and the eternal riches that await us. 
 
When we see others blessed, our challenge is to genuinely rejoice with them, recognizing that God "promotes whom He 
pleases for His purposes." This requires tremendous faith and humility, trusting that God's ways are higher than our ways, 
and His thoughts higher than our thoughts (Isaiah 55:9). 
 
The story takes an even more dramatic turn when we consider Haman's plans to execute Mordecai. Just hours before this 
was to take place, God orchestrated events to not only save Mordecai but to elevate him. This serves as a powerful 
reminder that God is rarely "on time" by our standards, but He is never late. When we feel we've reached the end of our 
rope, that's often the moment God shows up in unexpected ways. 
 
This divine timing echoes the ultimate reversal in history – the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ. What appeared 
to be the enemy's greatest triumph became the very means of salvation for all humanity. The cross, an instrument of death 
and shame, became the symbol of eternal life and victory. 
 



ESTHER: THIS IS YOUR TIME​ ​ ​ WK.8​ ​ ​ ​ REFLECTION/DEVOTIONAL 

So, how do we live in light of this upside-down kingdom? 
 

1.​ Cultivate humility: Recognize that true greatness comes through serving others, not exalting ourselves. 
 

2.​ Practice contentment: Find your identity and worth in Christ, not in comparison to others. 
 

3.​ Trust God's timing: Even when circumstances seem dire, remember that God is working behind the scenes. 
 

4.​ Seek healing from bitterness: Don't let the shadow of past hurts or resentment dictate your future. 
 

5.​ Celebrate others' blessings: Train yourself to genuinely rejoice when good things happen to those around you. 
 

6.​ Live honorably: Treat others with dignity and respect, not because they've earned it, but because it reflects your 
own honorable character. 

 
As we navigate life's challenges, let's remember that we're part of a kingdom that often defies worldly logic. The last shall 
be first, the humble exalted, and those who lose their lives for Christ's sake will ultimately find true life. 
 
When we're tempted to fight for our own glory or question God's timing, may we pause and ask ourselves: "Am I 
contributing to the team that has already won the victory, or am I still battling against the very kingdom that offers me 
salvation?" 
 
Our invitation is clear – to step into this upside-down kingdom where true honor is found in humility, where contentment 
replaces comparison, and where God's perfect timing brings unexpected blessings. As we do, we'll find ourselves 
transformed, becoming beacons of light in a world desperately in need of hope. 
 
May we arise and shine, for our light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us (Isaiah 60:1). Let us humble 
ourselves under God's mighty hand, trusting that in due time, He will lift us up (1 Peter 5:6). 
 
In this upside-down kingdom, we discover a life far richer and more fulfilling than anything we could achieve through 
self-promotion. It's a life marked by grace, freedom, and the unshakeable knowledge that we are deeply loved by the King 
of Kings. 
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Here’s a 5 Day Devotional Based on This Weeks Teaching 
 
Day 1: Honoring Others as God Honors Us  
Reading: Philippians 2:1-11  
Devotional: As we read about Christ's humility and exaltation, reflect on how God calls us to honor others. 
Just as Mordecai was unexpectedly honored, we too are called to lift others up, even when it's difficult. How 
can you honor someone today, not because they deserve it, but because you are honorable in Christ? 
Remember, true honor comes from a heart aligned with God's love, not from seeking our own glory. 
 
Day 2: Trusting God's Timing  
Reading: Psalm 27:13-14  
Devotional: The story of Mordecai's last-minute deliverance reminds us that God's timing is perfect, even 
when it seems He's cutting it close. Like a spotter who knows exactly when to help, God knows precisely when 
to intervene in our lives. Where in your life do you need to trust God's timing? Take time to surrender your 
anxieties and impatience to Him, believing that He is working all things for your good. 
 
Day 3: Overcoming Bitterness with God's Love  
Reading: Ephesians 4:31-32  
Devotional: Haman's bitterness toward Mordecai cast a shadow over his life, ultimately leading to his downfall. 
Bitterness can similarly overshadow our witness as Christians. Reflect on any areas of your life where 
resentment or unforgiveness may be taking root. How can you extend God's grace and forgiveness to those 
who have hurt you? Ask God to heal your heart and replace bitterness with His love. 
 
Day 4: Finding Contentment in Christ  
Reading: Philippians 4:11-13  
Devotional: Paul's secret of contentment in all circumstances stands in stark contrast to Haman's discontent 
despite his high position. Where do you find yourself comparing your life to others or feeling dissatisfied? 
Meditate on the sufficiency of Christ and the eternal riches we have in Him. How can focusing on your identity 
in Christ help you find contentment today? 
 
Day 5: God's Upside-Down Kingdom  
Reading: Matthew 20:25-28  
Devotional: Jesus teaches that in God's kingdom, the first shall be last and the last shall be first. This 
upside-down nature of God's kingdom is evident in how He elevated Mordecai and humbled Haman. Consider 
areas in your life where God might be calling you to embrace this counter-cultural mindset. How can you serve 
others today, putting their needs before your own? Remember that in God's economy, true greatness is found 
in humble service. 
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Practical Applications: 
 

1.​ This week, intentionally look for opportunities to honor others, especially those you might find difficult to 
honor. Journal about your experiences and share with the group next time. 
 

2.​ Reflect on areas in your life where bitterness might be casting a shadow. Spend time in prayer asking 
God to help you release this bitterness and trust His plan. 
 

3.​ Practice gratitude daily by listing three things you're thankful for, focusing on eternal blessings rather 
than just temporal ones. 
 

4.​ Identify one area where you've been comparing yourself to others. Challenge yourself to celebrate their 
success and pray for their continued blessings. 
 

5.​ Meditate on Isaiah 60:1 ("Arise, shine, for your light has come and the glory of the Lord has risen upon 
you") throughout the week. Reflect on how this verse calls you to live differently in light of God's glory. 
 

6.​ Look for ways to serve others this week, putting their needs before your own. This could be within your 
family, workplace, or community. 

 
 
 
 


