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Today we come to the end of our Advent series, where we have been studying the arrival
of Jesus into the world. We have seen that His coming was not accidental. GOD sovereignly
prepared every detail: Gabriel’s message to Mary and Joseph, the virgin birth, the Wise Men called
from a pagan nation, and the protection of GOD as He carried His Son safely into and out of Egypt.
But, if all we know is baby Jesus, then we have not fully understood the purpose of His coming.
Jesus grew up. We will ready today’s passage and learn that Jesus was revealed not merely as a
man, but as the Lamb of GOD, who arrived to take away the sin of the world.

. THE LAMB GROWS UP - LUKE 2:39-41, 49-52

After the events surrounding His birth, Scripture says very little about Jesus’ childhood. Luke tells us
that Joseph and Mary returned to Nazareth, where Jesus grew up in obscurity, likely learning the
trade of His adoptive father as a carpenter. He was raised under the OT Law, taught the Scriptures,
and lived a normal life. Luke gives us one key moment at age twelve, when Jesus stayed behind in
the temple, listening to and questioning the teachers. Even at a young age, Jesus showed a deep
understanding of GOD’s Word. He knew God was His true Father, yet He still returned home and
submitted to His earthly parents. We learn a few things:

1. Jesus kept the Law perfectly.
From childhood, He lived in complete obedience to GOD, fulfilling the perfection we could not.
Do we trust in Jesus’ perfection?
2. Jesus grew physically.
He truly became man. He was hungry, sleepy, tired, and submitted himself to normal human
limitations. What does it mean for you that GOD became a man?
3. Jesus grew in wisdom.
Though fully GOD, He learned and increased in understanding according to the Father’s
timing. How can a young person grow in wisdom? How did Jesus grow?
Psalm 119:9-11 | “How can a young man keep his way pure? By keeping your word.
| have sought you with all my heart; don’t let me wander from your commands.
| have treasured your word in my heart so that | may not sin against you.”
4. Jesus taught GOD’s Word with authority.
Even as a young boy, the experts were amazed at His understanding of Scripture.
Do you believe the authority of GOD’s Word in your life?
5. Jesus lived in humble obedience and trusting in GOD.
He submitted to His parents and trusted GOD the Father’s plan.

Il. THE LAMB'’S HERALD — MATTHEW 3:1-12

John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, preaching repentance and calling Israel to
prepare for the coming King by baptism. The Greek word for baptism is “baptizo” and means to
submerge, dip, or immerse something in water. It was something that worshipers of GOD who
were dirty would do: dip themselves in “mikveh”s — pools of water to show their repentance.
John’s ministry was not known for comfort, popularity, or acceptance, but by urgency and
faithfulness. John fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy: Isaiah 40:3| “A voice of one crying out: Prepare the
way of the Lord in the wilderness; make a straight highway for our God in the desert.” John called
people away from hypocrisy and to true repentance. His baptism shocked many because he treated
religious Jews as people in need of cleansing. John’s message exposed the hearts of his listeners.
He warned of coming judgment, called out false repentance, and made it clear that someone’s
bloodline or religious performance could not save them. We learn a few things:

1. John preached repentance, not comfort.
He called people to turn from sin, not to feel satisfied with their religion.
Matthew 15:8-9 | This people honor me with their lips, but their heart is far from me.
They worship me in vain, teaching as doctrines human commands.

2. John prepared the way for Jesus.
His ministry existed to point people away from themselves and toward the Messiah. He broke
their pride with strong words. Do GOD’s Word break you or harden you?

3. John preached with urgency.
He warned that judgment was real and near. He promised sure water or fire baptism.
Do you have an urgency in your life? What will you do on Judgement Day?

4. John spoke the truth without fear.
He confronted religious hypocrites to their faces, even Herod.
John 14:3-5 | Herod had arrested John, chained him, and put him in prison on account of
Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, 4 since John had been telling him, “It’s not lawful for you to
have her.” 5Though Herod wanted to kill John, he feared the crowd since they regarded John
as a prophet.

5. John understood his place in GOD’s plan.
He knew he was not the Messiah. He was a servant sent to announce Jesus’ arrival.

lll. THE HOLY LAMB OF GOD — MATTHEW 3:13-17

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan River to be baptized by John. This journey was likely about
60-70 miles and would have taken several days on foot. Jesus was about thirty years old, the age
when priests began public ministry. He knew His time had come. Although He was sinless, Jesus
asked John to baptize Him. This caught John off guard. But, in this moment, the Trinity was visibly
revealed, and Jesus was publicly affirmed as the chosen and beloved Messiah. John the Baptist
said this about Jesus: John 1:29 | “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

1. Jesus identified Himself with those He came to save.
Though He never sinned, He stood in the place of sinners from the very beginning of His
ministry. How does it feel to know Jesus takes your place?

2. Jesus redefined baptism to symbolize life, death, and resurrection.
Christian baptism wasn’t about preparing for the arrival of the King, it was about identifying
ourselves with Him. Have you been baptized into Jesus’ name due to your faith in Him?

3. Jesus’ mission was publicly affirmed by the Trinity.
The Father spoke, the Spirit descended, and the Son obeyed. We see the full Trinity present.
What do you believe about GOD? His self-disclosure?

4. Jesus pleased the Father before doing miracles.
GOD’s approval rested on who Jesus is, not only on what He would do.

CONCLUSION

Jesus did not only come to be born. He came to save. The Holy Lamb of GOD lived in humility,
obeyed the Father perfectly, and identified Himself with sinners so He could die in our place. His
baptism pointed forward to the cross, where our salvation would be secured. This passage calls us
to repent, believe, and follow Him. The Lamb who came in humility will one day return in glory.
Until then, may we trust Him, obey Him, and worship Him as our Holy Lamb of GOD. The Light of
the World. The King of kings.



LUZ DEL MUNDO #4 - El Cordero Santo de DIOS — Mateo 3:11-17
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Hoy llegamos al final de nuestra serie de Adviento, donde hemos estado estudiando la llegada de
Jesus al mundo. Hemos visto que Su venida no fue accidental. DIOS preparé soberanamente cada
detalle: el mensaje de Gabriel a Maria y José, el nacimiento milagroso, los sabios llamados desde
una nacidén pagana, y la proteccion de DIOS que llevé a Su Hijo de manera segura hacia Egipto y de
regreso. Pero si todo lo que conocemos es al bebé Jests, no hemos entendido completamente el
proposito de Su venida. Jesus crecié. Hoy leeremos el pasaje y aprenderemos que Jesus se reveld
no solo como un hombre, sino como el Cordero de DIOS, que vino a quitar el pecado del mundo.

I. EL CORDERO CRECE — LUCAS 2:39-41, 49-52
Después de Su nacimiento, la Escritura dice muy poco sobre la nifiez de Jesus. Lucas nos cuenta que

José y Maria regresaron a Nazaret, donde Jesus crecié en la humildad, probablemente aprendiendo
el oficio de su padre adoptivo como carpintero. Fue educado bajo la Ley del AT, ensefiado en las
Escrituras, y vivié una vida normal. Un momento clave ocurrié a los doce anos, cuando Jesus se
quedo en el templo, escuchando y preguntando a los maestros. Incluso siendo nifio, mostré un
entendimiento profundo de la Palabra de DIOS. Sabia que Dios era Su verdadero Padre, pero aun
asi regresd a casa y se sometio a Sus padres terrenales. Aprendemos varias cosas:

1. Jesus guardd la Ley perfectamente. Desde nifio, vivié en completa obediencia a DIOS,
cumpliendo la perfeccidn que nosotros no podemos alcanzar. éConfiamos en la perfeccion de
Jesus?

2. Jesus crecio6 fisicamente. Se hizo verdaderamente hombre: tenia hambre, suefio, cansancio y
vivié bajo las limitaciones humanas normales. ¢Qué significa para ti que DIOS se hizo
hombre?

3. Jesus crecio en sabiduria. Aunque era plenamente DIOS, aprendié y aumenté en
entendimiento segun el tiempo del Padre. ¢Cdmo puede un joven crecer en sabiduria?
é¢Como crecid Jesus?

Salmo 119:9-11 | ¢{Cémo puede el joven guardar puro su camino? Guardando Tu palabra.
10 Con todo mi corazén te he buscado; No dejes que me desvie de Tus mandamientos. 1 En mi
corazon he atesorado Tu palabra, Para no pecar contra Ti.

4. Jesus enseid la Palabra de DIOS con autoridad. Incluso siendo nifio, los expertos se
asombraban de su comprensién de las Escrituras. é¢Crees en la autoridad de la Palabra de
DIOS en tu vida?

5. Jesus vivié en humilde obediencia y confianza en DIOS. Se sometio a sus padres y confid en el
plan del Padre. Dependia de la gracia de DIOS.

Il. EL HERALDO DEL CORDERO — MATEO 3:1-12

Juan el Bautista aparecié en el desierto de Judea, predicando arrepentimiento y llamando a Israel a
prepararse para la llegada del Rey mediante el bautismo. La palabra griega para “bautismo” es
baptizo, que significa sumergir en agua. Los que amaban y dependian de DIOS hacian esto:
sumergirse en “mikvehs” como senal de arrepentimiento y limpieza. El ministerio de Juan no se
trataba de comodidad, popularidad ni aceptacion; predicaba con urgencia. Juan cumplié la profecia
de Isaias 40:3 | “Una voz clama: «Preparen en el desierto camino al Sefior; Allanen en la soledad

calzada para nuestro Dios. Su mensaje llamaba a apartarse de la hipocresia y a un verdadero
arrepentimiento. Su bautismo sorprendié a muchos porque le decia a los judios religiosos que
necesitaban limpieza. Juan exponia los corazones, advertia sobre el juicio venidero y dejaba claro
que la descendencia de Abraham o la religion externa no podian salvar.

1. Juan predicé arrepentimiento, no comodidad. Llamé a la gente a apartarse del pecado, no a
sentirse satisfechos con su religion.

Mateo 15:8-9 | Este pueblo con los labios me honra, Pero su corazon esta muy lejos de Mi . °-
"Pues en vano me rinden culto, Ensefiando como doctrinas preceptos de hombres ”».

2. Juan preparo el camino para Jesus. Su ministerio tenia como propdésito quitar el enfoque de
estas personas en si mismas y dirigirlas al Mesias. Quebro el orgullo con palabras fuertes. éTe
quiebra la Palabra de DIOS o endurece tu corazon?

3. Juan predico con urgencia. Advertia que el juicio era real y cercano; ofrecia bautismo de agua
o de fuego. éSientes urgencia en tu vida? ¢Qué haras en el Dia del Juicio?

4. Juan hablé la verdad sin miedo. Confronté a los hipdcritas religiosos cara a cara, incluso a
Herodes le llamo la atencidn:

Mateo 14:3-5 | Porque antes Herodes habia prendido a Juan, y lo habia atado y puesto en la
carcel por causa de Herodias, mujer de su hermano Felipe; 4 porque Juan le decia: «No te es
licito tenerla». 3Y aunque Herodes queria matarlo, tenia miedo al pueblo, porque
consideraban a Juan como un profeta.

5. Juan entendio su lugar en el plan de DIOS. Sabia que no era el Mesias, sino un siervo enviado
para anunciar la llegada de Jesus.

11l. EL CORDERO SANTO DE DIOS — MATEO 3:13-17

Jesus vino desde Galilea hasta el rio Jorddn para ser bautizado por Juan. El viaje era de
aproximadamente 60-70 millas y probablemente les llevo varios dias a pie. Jesus tenia alrededor
de treinta afios, la edad en que los sacerdotes comenzaban su ministerio publico. Aunque era sin
pecado, pidio ser bautizado por Juan, lo que sorprendid al Bautista. En ese momento, la Trinidad
se revelo visiblemente: el Espiritu descendié como paloma, y el Padre hablé desde el cielo,
afirmando publicamente que Jesus era Su Hijo amado y escogido. Juan mismo dijo de Jesus: Juan
1:29 | «Ahi esta el Cordero de Dios que quita el pecado del mundo.

1. Jesus se identificé con aquellos a quienes vino a salvar. Aunque nunca pecd, se coloco en el
lugar de los pecadores desde el inicio de su ministerio (bautizo). ¢Qué significa para ti que
Jesuis tomo tu lugar?

2. Jesus cambio el bautismo para simbolizar vida, muerte y resurreccién. El bautismo cristiano
ya no era preparacién para la llegada del Rey, sino identificacion con El. ¢Has sido bautizado
en el nombre de Jesus por tu fe en EI?

3. La misidn de Jesus fue afirmada por la Trinidad. El Padre hablo, el Espiritu descendid y el Hijo
obedecié. Vemos la revelacién completa de Dios. ¢éQué crees acerca de quien es DIOS (como
El se ha revelado a nosotros)?

4. Jesus agrado al Padre antes de hacer milagros. La aprobacién de DIOS estaba basado en
quién era Jesus, no solo en lo que haria.

CONCLUSION

Jesus no vino solo para nacer. Vino a salvar. El Cordero Santo de Dios vivié en humildad, obedecio
perfectamente al Padre y se identificd con los pecadores para morir en nuestro lugar. Su bautismo
apunté hacia la cruz, donde nuestra salvacién se aseguraria por su muerte y resurreccion. Este
pasaje nos llama a arrepentirnos, creer y seguirle. El Cordero que vino en humildad volvera un dia
en gloria. Hasta entonces, confiemos en El, obedezcamos y adoremos al Cordero Santo de Dios. La
Luz del Mundo. El Rey de reyes.



