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BIG IDEA

During the time of the Judges, Israel repeatedly turned away from GOD, resulting in moral chaos and suffering. Even in this
dark period, GOD showed mercy, raised up deliverers, and preserved a faithful remnant. The story of Ruth shines as a story
of redemption, showing that GOD was quietly working His plan to bring forth The Redeemer through David’s family line.

INTRODUCTION

e Author: The author of Judges and Ruth is traditionally unknown, though Jewish tradition often attributes them to the
prophet Samuel.

e Audience: Both books were likely written for Israelites living during or after the early monarchy to remind them of the
consequences of disobedience and the faithfulness of GOD’s covenant promises.

e Date Written: Around the 11* century BC (c. 1100-1000 BC), covering events from the death of Joshua to the rise of
Samuel. The period of the Judges lasted about 300 years (c. 1375-1050 BC). The key phrase that summarizes this time
is: “In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did whatever seemed right to him.” (Judges 21:25)

IMPORTANT CHARACTERS

e GOD - The Merciful LORD who disciplines His people for their sin but also delivers them when they cry out to Him.
o The Judges — Military leaders and deliverers whom GOD raised up to rescue Israel.

o Deborah — A female prophet and judge who led Israel to victory over Canaanite oppression.

e Gideon — A timid man whom GOD used mightily to defeat Midian with only 300 men.

e Samson — A Nazirite with great strength who defeated the Philistines but failed morally.

o  Ruth — A Moabite widow who showed loyal love to Naomi and became the great-grandmother of King David.

e Boaz — Arighteous man who served as kinsman-redeemer for Ruth became the great-grandfather of King David.

IMPORTANT EVENTS

¢ Failure to Drive Out the Canaanites (Judges 1) — After Joshua’s death, Israel did not fully obey GOD’s command to
remove the Canaanites. Instead, they lived with them, adopted their idols, and intermarried. This led to chaos and sin.

e Israel’s Cycle of Sin (Judges 2:10-19) — After Joshua’s generation died, Israel repeatedly fell into idolatry, faced
oppression, cried out to GOD, and was delivered by a judge.

e Deborah’s Victory (Judges 4-5) — GOD used a female to lead Israel to victory in war showing GOD’s power.

e Gideon’s Battle (Judges 6-7) — GOD reduced Gideon’s army from 32,000 to 300 to show that victory comes from Him.

e Abimelech’s Rebellion (Judges 9) — Gideon’s son tried to make himself king, murdering his brothers.

e Samson’s Strength and Fall (Judges 13-16) — Despite his many moral failures and acts of disobedience and lust,
Samson’s final act brought victory over the Philistines. This revealed GOD’s mercy in using broken people.

e The Idolatry of Micah and the Tribe of Dan (Judges 17-18) — These shameful stories show how far Israel drifted from
GOD—mixing idolatry with religion and doing “what was right in their own eyes.”

e Civil War with Benjamin (Judges 19-21) — A horrific crime involving rape and murder in the city of Gibeah led to civil
war, nearly wiping out the entire tribe of Benjamin, exposing the moral decay of Israel and wrath of GOD over sin.

e Ruth’s Loyalty (Ruth 1) — After tragedy struck, the Moabite widow Ruth chose to follow Naomi and trust in the GOD of
Israel, displaying remarkable faith and commitment.

e Ruth’s Redemption (Ruth 3-4) — Boaz redeemed Ruth through marriage, restoring her family’s line and leading to the
ancestry of King David and ultimately Jesus Christ.




IMPORTANT LOCATIONS

Shiloh — The central place of worship during the time of the Judges, where the Tabernacle and Ark of the Covenant were kept
(Judges 18:31). Located in the modern West Bank.

Mount Tabor — The site of Deborah and Barak’s victory over Sisera (Judges 4:6, 12-16). Found in northern Israel, in the
Jezreel Valley.

Gaza — One of the Philistine cities where Samson performed great acts of strength and ultimately died (Judges 16:21-30).
Located in today’s Gaza Strip.

Moab — The land east of the Dead Sea where Naomi’s family sought refuge during famine and where Ruth, a Moabite
woman, came to faith in the LORD (Ruth 1). Located in modern-day Jordan.

UNDERSTANDING CUSTOMS AND CULTURE

Cycle of Sin and Deliverance — During the time of the Judges, Israel repeatedly fell into idolatry, oppression, repentance, and
deliverance. There was no central government, so each tribe acted independently. The repeated phrase “everyone did what
was right in his own eyes” (Judg. 21:25) shows the moral and spiritual decline of the nation.

Role of the Judges — Judges were not court officials but military and spiritual leaders whom GOD raised up to deliver Israel.
They served as temporary saviors and reminders of GOD’s mercy despite Israel’s rebellion.

Canaanite Influence — Because Israel failed to fully drive out the Canaanites, they adopted pagan customs such as Baal and
Asherah worship, temple prostitution, and child sacrifice. This spiritual compromise led to national corruption and chaos.
Violence and Lawlessness — The book of Judges contains horrific stories (like the rape, murder, and civil war in Judges 19-21).
These reflect the depravity that occurs when a society abandons GOD’s Word. It is not a divine approval of such acts.
Levirate Marriage (Ruth 3-4) — This custom allowed a close relative (a “kinsman-redeemer”) to marry a widow to preserve
the deceased man’s family line and inheritance. It showed compassion, family responsibility, and redemption.

Threshing Floors and Gleaning — Threshing floors were public, open-air spaces where grain was processed. Poor people like
Ruth could “glean,” or collect leftover grain, as commanded by GOD (Lev. 19:9-10). This law revealed GOD’s heart for the
poor and His care for outsiders.

THE CONNECTIONS TO JESUS IN DEUTERONOMY AND JOSHUA

The True Judge — While Israel’s judges brought temporary deliverance, Jesus is the perfect and eternal Judge who saves His
people from sin and rules with righteousness (John 5:22; Acts 17:31).

The Faithful King — Judges ends with, “There was no king in Israel” (Judg. 21:25). Jesus is the promised King from David’s line
who brings lasting peace, justice, and order to a rebellious world (Luke 1:32-33).

The Kinsman-Redeemer (Ruth 3-4) — Boaz redeemed Ruth by marrying her and restoring her inheritance. Jesus is our greater
Redeemer, who rescues us from spiritual poverty and makes us His own (Ephesians 1:7; Titus 2:14).

Grace for Outsiders (Ruth 1-4) — Ruth, a Moabite, was welcomed into GOD’s covenant family through faith. Likewise, Jesus
extends salvation to all nations, removing barriers of ethnicity, gender, and status (Galatians 3:28-29).

The Line of the Messiah — Ruth became the great-grandmother of King David, from whose lineage Jesus was born (Matthew
1:5-6). Even during Israel’s darkest times, GOD was preparing the way for His Son to arrive.

The Angel of the LORD in Judges (Judges 2:1-5; 6:11-24; 13:3—-22) — Appearances of the Angel of the LORD, who speaks as
GOD, receives worship, and brings deliverance, point to Jesus as the pre-incarnate Christ who intervenes, calls His people to
faith, and rescues them from sin and oppression. Theophanies.

QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL STUDY

What does the repeated cycle of sin and deliverance in Judges teach us about the human heart and GOD’s mercy?

How does the story of Deborah, Gideon, or Samson challenge our understanding of how GOD chooses and uses people?
Why is the story of Ruth such a powerful picture of redemption and loyal love?

How does the concept of the kinsman-redeemer help you understand Jesus’ work on the cross?

What hope does Ruth’s inclusion in the Messiah’s family line give to those outside Israel or those with a sinful past?
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EQUIP CLASSES

IDEA PRINCIPAL
Durante la época de los Jueces, Israel se aparté de DIOS, resultando en caos moral y sufrimiento. Incluso en este tiempo oscuro,
DIOS mostré misericordia, levanté libertadores y preservé un remanente fiel. La historia de Rut brilla como un relato de

redencién, mostrando que DIOS estaba trabajando su plan para traer al Redentor a través de la linea familiar de David.

INTRODUCCION
¢ Autor: El autor de Jueces y Rut es tradicionalmente desconocido, aunque la tradicién judia los atribuye al profeta Samuel.

¢ Audiencia: Ambos libros probablemente fueron escritos para los israelitas que vivieron durante o después de la
monarquia temprana, para recordarles las consecuencias de la desobediencia y la fidelidad de las promesas del pacto de
DIOS.

* Fecha de Escritura: Alrededor del siglo Xl a.C. (c. 1100-1000 a.C.), cubriendo eventos desde la muerte de Josué hasta el
tiempo de Samuel. El periodo de los Jueces durd aprox. 300 afos (c. 1375-1050 a.C.). La frase clave que resume esta época
es: “En esos dias no habia rey en Israel; cada uno hacia lo que le parecia bien ante sus propios ojos.” (Jueces 21:25)

PERSONAIJES IMPORTANTES

* DIOS - EI SENOR misericordioso que disciplina a su pueblo por su pecado pero también los rescata cuando claman a El.
¢ Los Jueces — Lideres militares y libertadores que DIOS levanté para rescatar a Israel.

¢ Débora — Profetisa y jueza que guid a Israel a la victoria sobre la opresién cananea.

¢ Gededn — Hombre timido que DIOS us6 poderosamente para derrotar a Madian con solo 300 hombres.

¢ Sansén — Nazareo con gran fuerza que derrot6 a los filisteos pero fallé moralmente.

¢ Rut — Viuda moabita que mostré amor leal a Noemi y se convirtié en la bisabuela del rey David.
* Booz — Hombre justo que actué como redentor para Rut, convirtiéndose en bisabuelo del rey David.

EVENTOS IMPORTANTES

¢ Fracaso al Expulsar a los Cananeos (Jueces 1) — Tras la muerte de Josué, Israel no obedecié el mandato de DIOS de remover a los
cananeos. En cambio, convivieron con ellos, adoptaron sus idolos y se mezclaron en matrimonio, lo que llevé al caos y al pecado.

¢ Ciclo de Pecado de Israel (Jueces 2:10-19) — Tras morir la generacién de Josué, Israel cayd repetidamente en la idolatria, enfrenté
opresion, clamé a DIOS y fue liberado por un juez.

¢ Victoria de Débora (Jueces 4-5) — DIOS usé a una mujer para guiar a Israel a la victoria, demostrando Su poder.

* Batalla de Gededn (Jueces 6~7) — DIOS redujo el ejército de Gededn de 32,000 a 300 hombres para mostrar que la victoria es de El.

* Rebelion de Abimelec (Jueces 9) — El hijo de Gededn intentd proclamarse rey, asesinando a sus hermanos.

¢ Fuerza y Caida de Sansdn (Jueces 13-16) — A pesar de sus muchos fracasos morales, desobediencia y lujuria, el acto final de Sansén
trajo victoria sobre los filisteos, mostrando la misericordia de DIOS usando personas pecadoras.

¢ Idolatria de Mica y la Tribu de Dan (Jueces 17-18) — Historias vergonzosas que muestran cuan lejos se habia alejado Israel de DIOS—
mezclando idolatria con religién y haciendo “lo que bien les parecia.”

e Guerra Civil con Benjamin (Jueces 19-21) — Un crimen horrendo en Guibed, incluyendo violacidn y asesinato, llevé a guerra civil, casi
eliminando a toda la tribu de Benjamin, demostrando la decadencia moral y la ira de DIOS sobre el pecado.

¢ Lealtad de Rut (Rut 1) — La viuda moabita Rut siguio a Noemi y confio en el DIOS de Israel, mostrando fe y compromiso.

¢ Redencidon de Rut (Rut 3-4) — Booz redimid a Rut mediante el matrimonio, restaurando la linea familiar y conduciendo a la
descendencia del rey David y, finalmente, a Jesucristo.




LUGARES IMPORTANTES

e Silo — Lugar central de adoracién durante la época de los Jueces, donde se guardaban el Tabernaculo y el Arca del Pacto (Jueces
18:31). Ubicado en la actual Jordania.

¢ Monte Tabor — Lugar de la victoria de Débora y Barac sobre Sisara (Jueces 4:6, 12—-16). Norte de Israel, en el Valle de Jezreel.

¢ Gaza — Una de las ciudades filisteas donde Sansén realizd grandes actos de fuerza y murié (Jueces 16:21-30). Ubicada en la Gaza
actual.

* Moab — Tierra al este del Mar Muerto donde la familia de Noemi buscé refugio durante la hambruna y donde Rut, una moabita, llegd
a la fe en el SENOR (Rut 1). Ubicada en la Jordania moderna.

ENTENDIENDO COSTUMBRES Y CULTURA

¢ Ciclo de Pecado y Liberacion — Durante los Jueces, Israel cayé repetidamente en idolatria, opresidn, arrepentimiento y
liberacién. No habia gobierno central, por lo que cada tribu actuaba de forma independiente. La frase repetida “cada uno hacia lo
que bien le parecia” (Jueces 21:25) refleja la decadencia moral y espiritual de la nacion.

¢ Rol de los Jueces — No eran funcionarios judiciales sino lideres militares y espirituales que DIOS levanté para liberar a Israel.
Servian como salvadores temporales y recordatorios de la misericordia de DIOS pese a la rebelion.

¢ Influencia Cananea — Al no expulsar completamente a los cananeos, Israel adoptd costumbres paganas como la adoracién a
Baal y Asera, prostitucién en templos y sacrificio infantil, llevando a corrupcién y caos nacional.

¢ Violencia y Anarquia — Historias horrendas en Jueces reflejan la depravacidn que surge cuando una sociedad abandona la
Palabra de DIOS. No son una aprobacidn divina de tales actos.

¢ Matrimonio Levirato (Rut 3-4) — Permitia a un pariente cercano casarse con la viuda para preservar la linea familiar y la
herencia. Mostraba compasién, responsabilidad familiar y redencién.

¢ Era del Trillo y Espigas Restantes — Espacios publicos para procesar el grano. Los pobres, como Rut, podian recoger las espigas
dejadas atras, mostrando el corazén de DIOS por los necesitados y su cuidado por los extranjeros (Levitico 19:9-10).

CONEXIONES A JESUS EN JUECES Y RUT

¢ El Juez Verdadero — Mientras los jueces traian liberacidn temporal, Jesus es el Juez perfecto y eterno que salva a su pueblo del pecado
y gobierna con justicia (Juan 5:22; Hechos 17:31).

* El Rey Fiel —Jueces termina con “no habia rey en Israel” (Jueces 21:25). Jesus es el Rey prometido de la linea de David que trae paz,
justicia y orden duraderos a un mundo rebelde (Lucas 1:32—-33).

¢ El Redentor (Rut 3—4) — Boaz redimié a Rut casandose con ella y restaurando su herencia. Jesus es nuestro Redentor mayor, que nos
rescata de la pobreza espiritual y nos hace suyos (Efesios 1:7; Tito 2:14).

¢ Gracia para los Extranjeros (Rut 1-4) — Rut, una moabita, fue incluida en la familia del pacto de DIOS por la fe. De manera similar,
Jesus ofrece salvacion a todas las naciones, eliminando barreras de etnia, género y estatus (Galatas 3:28-29).

¢ La Linea del Mesias — Rut se convirtié en bisabuela del rey David, de cuya descendencia nacié Jesus (Mateo 1:5-6). Incluso en los
tiempos mas oscuros de Israel, DIOS estaba preparando el camino para Su Hijo.

« El Angel del SENOR en Jueces (Jueces 2:1-5; 6:11-24; 13:3-22) — Apariciones del Angel del SENOR, que habla como DIOS, recibe
adoracién y trae liberacidn, apuntan a Jestis como Cristo preencarnado que interviene, llama a su pueblo a la fe y los rescata del pecado
y la opresién. Teofanias.

PREGUNTAS PARA ESTUDIO PERSONAL

¢ {Qué nos enseiia el ciclo repetido de pecado y liberacién en Jueces sobre el corazén humano y la misericordia de DIOS?

¢ {Cémo desafia nuestro entendimiento la historia de Débora, Gededn o Sansén sobre cdmo DIOS elige y usa a las personas?
¢ iPor qué la historia de Rut es un poderoso ejemplo de redencién y amor leal?

¢ iCémo te ayuda a comprender la obra de Jesus en la cruz el concepto del “redentor”?
¢ iQué esperanza ofrece la inclusidn de Rut en la linea del Mesias a los que estan fuera de Israel o tienen un pasado pecaminoso?



