Palm Sunday 2025 - Matthew 21:1-17

Passion Week is the most important week of the Christian calendar. During Passion Week we
remember the final week of the life of Jesus on the Earth nearly 2,000 years ago. Jesus knew that the
purpose for which He had come from Heaven down to the Earth was about to be fulfilled. Scripture tells us
in Matthew 16:21 that: “From then on Jesus began to point out to his disciples that it was necessary for
him to go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders, chief priests, and scribes, be killed, and be
raised the third day.” On Palm Sunday, Jesus entered Jerusalem, the Jewish Capital. His time had arrived.

It’s worth meditating on today’s passage because the most important question we can answer is
“who is Jesus and what did He really come to do”? Today we will be challenged to decide who Jesus is. Is
He only a good man? Is He only a good teacher? Or is He something more? And if so, what does that mean
for us 2,000 years later? Lets’ read.

I. The Humble King Among the Crowds — Matthew 21:1-11

Jesus at roughly the age of 33, had spent 3 years traveling with His 12 chosen disciples across
ancient Israel. During those 3 years, Jesus’ disciples had seen Him do miraculous things. Jesus healed blind
people who had no hope of ever seeing again. Jesus spoke directly to a man who had been possessed by
thousands of demons and set him free. Jesus had calmed a hurricane-like storm by commanding the wind
to die down with nothing but His words. Jesus had fed upwards of 25,000 people at a time with nothing
but 2 fish and 5 pieces of bread. Jesus had not only performed miracles, but He had also spent those 3
years preaching. As Jesus put it, “Repent, for The Kingdom of Heaven is here.” In other words, Jesus was
commanding people everywhere to abandon their sinful ways of living. Some of these people were living
in sin with people they weren’t married to. Others were stealing and committing fraud. Others hated
people of different nationalities. Others considered themselves religious and better than everyone else. To
all these, Jesus gave a sharp warning to abandon their sin. The Kingdom of GOD had arrived. The King
Himself had arrived. Now, how did the King arrive? In humility. Jesus sent 2 of his disciples ahead to bring
Him a donkey on which to ride into the city. It’s amazing that without having entered this city, and from far
away, Jesus knew there was a donkey in a specific home. This points to the fact that Jesus was more than
just a man. Jesus had “omniscience” — meaning He knew everything - something only GOD can do. This is
how Jesus fulfilled that prophecy from Zacharias 9 mentioned in verse 5.

As Jesus rode into town, the crowds shouted “Hosanna”. Hosanna is a Hebrew word that means
“please save us!” The Jews had been conquered by the Roman Empire. They were forced to pay taxes to
the government on things they already owned like their homes, their income, and their property. These
people waited for nearly 500 years for a “savior” to set them free. And here came Jesus. Could the demon-
slaying, storm-calming, miracle worker really be the one to save them? It may seem a bit strange to us
today that Jesus would ride into town on a donkey, but for someone living in the Middle East back then, it
made sense. In ancient times, a king would ride into the city on a white horse. This was a declaration of
war, conquest, and power. The Jews expected Jesus to use His “godly” powers to save them from the
Romans. They expected a war! They failed to understand, however, that this was not the case. Jesus didn’t
ride a white horse. Jesus chose a donkey to show He was a peaceful, humble, servant King. Let’s reflect. If
you claim to be a Christian today, has Jesus met your expectations? What did you believe would happen
when you began reading the Bible, going to church, or praying? Were you promised a peaceful life, money,
or health? You see, Jesus did come to set people free, but not from political captivity or even earthly
suffering. Jesus came to set people free from humanity’s biggest enemy: our sins and death. He would set
them free not by killing other people through war and bloodshed. Jesus would make peace between us
and GOD by spilling His own blood. Jesus was the humble King come to die.

Il. The Righteous Judge Among the Sinful — Matthew 21:12-13

When Jesus arrived, the Passover holiday was just around the corner. This meant that roughly
half a million people were traveling from all over the world to Jerusalem to worship at the Temple. There
were Jews who lived in Israel, Greece, Ethiopia, and many other countries. They traveled hundreds of
miles, on foot, traveling for days, weeks, and even months for the opportunity to offer a sacrifice and be

right with GOD. For the Passover holiday, they would prepare an innocent lamb, raising it for one year,
feeding it the best food, and protecting it from other wild animals. This innocent lamb represented a year
of obedience to GOD, humility, and dependency on GOD’s mercy. The lamb “took their place” for their
sins. So where was the problem? Why did Jesus cause a chaos in the Temple? Scripture says that Jesus
chased out the money changers and flipped tables. Another passage tells us that Jesus chased out
merchants with a whip! What was going on?

As beautiful as Passover was, human sin was always present. Remember that Jews from all over
the world would arrive at the Temple. That meant that some would not have prepared a lamb and would
instead just buy one at the shops that had opened up in the Temple. People would pay a high price for
convenience. There was another problem. Since the traveling Jews would have Roman money, the Temple
would offer “money changing” services to convert Roman coins into Temple Coins, while making a profit.
What was supposed to be a holiday in which to worship GOD with reverence and awe, turned into a
money-making opportunity. What was supposed to be a house of prayer turned into a cave of thieves. This
made Jesus sick! Let’s reflect. How have we turned our “worship of GOD” into a lazy ritual based on
convenience? Do we go to church because it's something to do on Sunday? Do we seek churches with stuff
we enjoy like quality coffee, good air conditioning, a kid’s program to keep our kids busy, or a pastor who
will help us feel better about ourselves? Do we pray just repeating the same old tired prayers over and
over again? Do we just read lyrics off a screen and whisper them quietly and call that worthy singing to a
holy GOD? Jesus sees our heart. Any form of false, lazy, or ritualistic worship is rejected. Scripture says:
“...These people approach me with their speeches to honor me with lip-service, yet their hearts are far
from me, and human rules direct their worship of me.” — Isaiah 19:3. GOD is worthy of our best, not to
earn His love, but because of Jesus’ sacrifice on Passion Week, we already have it! Jesus was not only
acting as a Humble King, but as a Righteous Judge. He had deemed these people’s worship as insufficient.
He was “cleaning up house”. He will do this again in the future. Will we be ready? Let’s continue...

1. The Merciful GOD Among the Faithful — Matthew 21:14-17

After chasing out the frauds and thieves, Jesus cared for the weak and vulnerable. Jesus
answered the prayers of the blind and paralyzed by restoring them to perfect health. Here Jesus was
acting as Merciful GOD, a kind shepherd binding up the wounds of His sheep. In response, Scripture says
that little children, specifically boys aged 12 — just like Jesus when He visited the Temple — began singing
and calling Him “the Son of David”. This was a title reserved for the King of Israel who would reign forever
and never die. This was a title for the chosen one who would save His people! Although they may not have
fully understood what they were saying, these children had simple faith. In contrast, the religious experts
were outraged. Rather than rejoice that GOD was healing the sick and poor, they were upset that Jesus
would allow children to call Him by that important title. They had completely missed out on who Jesus was
because of their pride and anger. Let’s reflect. How has GOD had mercy on you? What miraculous acts has
Jesus done in your life? What was your response? Do you love The LORD more than you ever did before?
Jesus doesn’t want perfect faith; He commands simple faith. We must trust Him.

I'll share my closing thoughts. First: who is Jesus to you? Today, Jesus’ name is proclaimed
worldwide, and many claim to know him. Many today will sing His praises and even call Him Lord and
Savior. But it’s not just about knowing Him—what matters is if Jesus knows us. What matters is if we truly
worship Him as the Humble King, Righteous Judge, Glorious Savior, and Merciful GOD. Is that who Jesus is
to you? My second closing thought: do you understand that you will be judged? We must realize that as
the Righteous Judge, Jesus will soon return. He will return to Judge the living and the dead. He will punish
sin. Nothing will escape His sight. Final closing thought: do you have a childlike faith in Jesus? Jesus
welcomed and received the praises of children. They did not have all the answers. They did not know what
was waiting for Jesus on Good Friday — the day of His death. But what they did have was enough. They had
faith that Jesus was the Son of David, the King of Israel. Do you have that faith? If so, you will meet Jesus,
not as Righteous Judge, but as Merciful GOD. He will be your GOD, you will be His child. It is possible
because on Passion Week, Jesus died our death, so that we might live. Though on this day they shouted
Hosanna, Hosanna, soon they would shout “crucify Him, crucify Him” something we will see on Good
Friday and Resurrection Sunday.




Domingo de Palmas 2025 — Mateo 21:1-17

La Semana Santa es la semana mas importante del calendario cristiano. En esta semana
recordamos la Ultima semana de la vida de Jesus en la Tierra, hace casi 2,000 afios. Jesus sabia que el
propodsito por el que vino del cielo estaba a punto de cumplirse. La Biblia nos dice en Mateo 16:21:
“Desde entonces, Jesus comenzd a decirles a sus discipulos que era necesario que fuera a Jerusalén,
que sufriera mucho a manos de los lideres religiosos, que lo mataran y que resucitara al tercer dia”.
El Domingo de Ramos, Jesus entrd en Jerusalén, la capital judia. Su hora habia llegado.

Vale la pena pensar en el pasaje de hoy porque la pregunta mds importante que podemos
responder es: ¢quién es JesUs y qué vino a hacer realmente? Hoy seremos desafiados a decidir quién
es Jesus. éEs solo un hombre bueno? ¢Es solo un maestro? ¢é0 es algo mas? Y si lo es, équé significa
eso para nosotros 2,000 afios después? Leamos...

l. El Rey Humilde Entre la Multitud — Mateo 21:1-11
Jesus, con unos 33 afos, habia pasado 3 afios viajando por Israel con sus 12 discipulos. En

esos afos, los discipulos vieron a Jesus hacer cosas increibles. Curd a ciegos que nunca pensaron que
volverian a ver. Liberé a un hombre poseido por miles de demonios con solo hablarle. Calmo una
tormenta como huracan con solo ordenar al viento que se detuviera. Alimenté a mas de 25,000
personas con solo 2 pescados y 5 panes. Ademas de milagros, Jesus predicé durante esos 3 afios.
Como él dijo: “Arrepiéntanse, porque el Reino de los Cielos estd aqui”. En otras palabras, Jesus
mandaba a todos que dejaran sus pecados. Algunos vivian con personas con las que no estaban
casados. Otros robaban o engafiaban. Algunos odiaban a personas de otras naciones. Otros se creian
religiosos y mejores que todos. A todos, Jesus les advirtié que dejaran el pecado. iEl Reino de Dios
habia llegado! EI Rey mismo estaba aqui. Pero, écoémo llegé el Rey? Con humildad. Jesus envié a 2
discipulos a buscar un burro para entrar en la ciudad. Es increible que, sin haber estado alli, Jesus
sabia que habia un burro en una casa especifica. Esto muestra que Jesus era mas que un hombre.
Tenia “omnisciencia”, o sea, sabia todo, algo que solo Dios puede hacer. Asi cumplio la profecia de
Zacarias 9 mencionada en el versiculo 5.

Cuando Jesus entrd, la gente gritd “iHosanna!”. Hosanna es una palabra hebrea que
significa “jsalvanos, por favor!”. Los judios estaban conquistados por el Imperio Romano. Pagaban
impuestos por sus casas, su trabajo y sus tierras. Habian esperado casi 500 afios por un salvador que
los liberara. Y ahi estaba Jesus. éPodria este hombre que vencia demonios, calmaba tormentas y
hacia milagros ser el que los salvaria? Hoy puede parecer raro que Jesus entrara en un burro, pero
en esa época tenia sentido. En tiempos antiguos, un rey entraba en un caballo blanco para mostrar
guerra, conquista y poder. Los judios esperaban que JesUs usara sus poderes para derrotar a los
romanos. jEsperaban una guerra! Pero no entendieron. Jesus no eligié un caballo. Escogié un burro
para mostrar que era un Rey de paz, humilde y servidor. Reflexionemos: si dices que eres cristiano,
¢ha cumplido Jesus tus expectativas? ¢ Qué creiste que pasaria al leer la Biblia, ir a la iglesia o orar?
éTe prometieron una vida tranquila, dinero o salud? Jesus vino a liberar a las personas, pero no de
un gobierno o del sufrimiento terrenal. Vino a liberarnos de nuestro mayor enemigo: el pecado y la
muerte. No lo haria matando a otros con guerra. Jesus haria paz entre nosotros y Dios derramando
su propia sangre. Jesus era el Rey humilde que vino a morir.

Il. El Juez Justo Entre los Pecadores — Mateo 21:12-13
Cuando Jesus llegd, se acercaba la fiesta de la Pascua. Esto significaba que unas 500,000

personas viajaban de todo el mundo a Jerusalén para adorar en el Templo. Habia judios de Israel,
Grecia, Etiopia y muchos otros lugares. Caminaban cientos de kildmetros, durante dias, semanas o
meses, para ofrecer un sacrificio y estar bien con Dios. Para la Pascua, preparaban un cordero
inocente, criado por un afo, alimentado con lo mejor y protegido de animales salvajes. Este cordero

representaba un afio de obediencia, humildad y dependencia de la misericordia de Dios. El cordero
“tomaba su lugar” por sus pecados. Entonces, ¢cual era el problema? ¢ Por qué Jesus causé un
alboroto en el Templo? La Biblia dice que Jesus echd a los cambistas de dinero y volcé mesas. Otro
pasaje dice que usé un latigo para sacar a los vendedores. ¢ Qué pasaba?

Aunque la Pascua era hermosa, el pecado humano siempre estaba presente. Algunos
judios viajeros no preparaban un cordero y solo lo compraban en tiendas dentro del Templo.
Pagaban mucho por la conveniencia. Habia otro problema: como los viajeros traian dinero romano,
el Templo ofrecia cambiarlo por monedas del Templo, cobrando una ganancia. Lo que debia ser una
fiesta para adorar a Dios con respeto se convirtié en un negocio. Lo que debia ser una casa de
oracidn se volvié una cueva de ladrones. jEsto enfurecié a Jesus! Reflexionemos: écdmo hemos
convertido nuestra adoracién a Dios en un ritual facil? ¢Vamos a la iglesia solo porque es domingo?
¢Buscamos iglesias con café rico, aire acondicionado, programas para nifios o pastores que nos
hagan sentir bien? ¢ Oramos repitiendo lo mismo sin pensar? éLeemos letras en una pantalla'y
susurramos, llamando a eso cantar para un Dios santo? Jesus ve nuestro corazén. Rechaza la
adoracion falsa, floja o ritualista. Dice la Escritura: “...«Por cuanto este pueblo se acerca a Mi con sus
palabras y me honra con sus labios, pero aleja de Mi su corazdn, y su veneracion hacia Mi
es solo una tradicién aprendida de memoria...” — Isaias 19:3. Dios merece lo mejor, no para ganar su
amor, sino porque en la Semana Santa, Jesus nos dio su amor con su sacrificio. Jesus no solo actué
como Rey humilde, sino como Juez justo. Declaré que la adoracion de esa gente era falsa. Estaba
limpiando la casa de Dios. Lo hard de nuevo en el futuro. ¢ Estaremos listos? Sigamos...

Ill. El Dios Misericordioso Entre los Fieles — Mateo 21:14-17

Después de echar a los falsos y ladrones, Jesus cuidd a los débiles. Respondid a las
oraciones de los ciegos y paraliticos, sanandolos completamente. Aqui, Jesus actué como un Dios
misericordioso, un pastor fiel que cura las heridas de sus ovejas. En respuesta, la Biblia dice que
nifios, chicos de 12 aflos como Jesus cuando visité el Templo, comenzaron a cantar y llamarlo “Hijo
de David”. Este era un titulo para el Rey de Israel que reinaria para siempre y nunca moriria. jEra el
titulo del elegido que salvaria a su pueblo! Aunque los nifios no entendian todo, tenian una fe
sencilla. En cambio, los expertos religiosos estaban furiosos. En vez de alegrarse porque Dios sanaba
a los enfermos y pobres, se enojaron porque Jesus dejaba que los nifios lo llamaran por ese titulo tan
especial. Por su orgullo y enojo, no vieron quién era Jesus. Reflexionemos: écomo te ha mostrado
Dios misericordia? ¢ Qué milagros ha hecho Jesus en tu vida? éCual fue tu respuesta? ¢ Amas al Sefior
mas que antes? Jesus no pide una fe perfecta; pide una fe sencilla. Debemos confiar en él.

Mis pensamientos finales. Primero: ¢quién es Jesus para ti? Hoy, el nombre de Jesus se
proclama en todo el mundo, y muchos dicen conocerlo. Cantan sus alabanzas y lo llaman Sefior y
Salvador. Pero no basta con conocerlo; lo que importa es si Jests nos conoce. Lo que importa es si lo
adoramos como el Rey humilde, Juez justo, Salvador glorioso y Dios misericordioso. ¢Es eso Jesus
para ti? Segundo: ientiendes que seras juzgado? Como Juez justo, Jesus volverd pronto. Juzgara a los
vivos y a los muertos. Castigard el pecado. Nada escapara a su vista. Finalmente: étienes una fe
como la de un nifio en Jesus? Jesus aceptd las alabanzas de los nifios. No tenian todas las respuestas.
No sabian qué le esperaba a Jesus el Viernes Santo, el dia de su muerte. Pero lo que tenian era
suficiente. Creian que Jesus era el Hijo de David, el Rey de Israel. ¢ Tienes esa fe? Si la tienes,
conoceras a Jesus, no como Juez justo, sino como Dios misericordioso. El serd tu Dios, y t serds su
hijo. Esto es posible porque en la Semana Santa, Jesus murié nuestra muerte para que vivamos.
Aunque aqui ellos gritaban “Hosanna, Hosanna”, pronto gritarian “crucifiquenlo, crucifiquenlo” algo
que veremos el Viernes Santo y el Domingo de Resurreccion.



PALM SUNDAY — MATTHEW 21:1-17 — STUDY NOTES

1. LET’S SHARE WHAT GOD IS DOING IN OUR LIVES.
Choose ONE to share with your group.

___Share one spiritual victory you’ve had since last week.
___Share one spiritual struggle you’ve had since last week.
__Share one thing GOD is teaching you about Himself.

2. LET’S STUDY THE WORD OF GOD TOGETHER.

Take turns reading the verses and make notes in your copy of The Bible.

I. THE HUMBLE KING AMONG THE CROWDS - MATTHEW 21:1-11

Jesus entered Jerusalem on a donkey, fulfilling Zechariah 9:9 as a peaceful King, not a warrior. The crowds
shouted “Hosanna” (“save us”), expecting political freedom, but Jesus came to save from sin through his
death on the cross. His omniscience and humility show us His divine and merciful nature.

” (u

How have your expectations of Jesus changed? How are they the same as when you first believed?
What does Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem teach Christians about how we should live?

Il. THE RIGHTEOUS JUDGE AMONG THE SINFUL - MATTHEW 21:12-13

At Passover, the Temple became a marketplace, with money-changers profiting off worshipers. Jesus
cleansed the Temple, rejecting empty worship (Isa. 29:13) and showing His authority as Judge. We must
examine if our worship is sincere or just a lazy ritual, because GOD is worthy of our best.

In what ways can Christians fall into a “lip-service” worship? Any examples? How can we avoid that?
How can you make your worship more sincere this week, especially during Passion Week?

1Il. THE MERCIFUL GOD AMONG THE FAITHFUL - MATTHEW 21:14-17

Jesus healed the blind and paralyzed, showing mercy to all. The children in the Temple praised him as “Son
of David” and demonstrated a simple faith. The religious leaders’ pride blinded them with anger. We’re
called to respond with a childlike faith in Jesus. Then we will prove to be children of GOD.

How has Jesus’ mercy changed your life, and how do you show gratitude to Him daily?

What is a “childlike faith”? What hinders us from having a “childlike” faith in Jesus?

3. LET'S MAKE A PLAN TO GROW TOGETHER.
1. Make a personal plan of action based off today’s study.
2. Choose ONE discipline to grow in this week. Follow up on this next week.

1. Based off today’s study, | believe GOD wants me to take the following action(s):

2. 1 want to grow in the following discipline and plan to act on it this week by:

___Serving my local Church. __Studying a book of the Bible.

__Sharing the Gospel. __Fasting from food and instead dedicating time to prayer.

4. LET’S PRAY TOGETHER.
Share specific ways you can pray for one another today.

DOMINGO DE PALMAS 2025 — MATEO 21:1-17 — NOTAS DE ESTUDIO

1. COMPARTAMOS LO QUE DIOS ESTA HACIENDO EN NUESTRAS VIDAS.
Elige UNA o DOS para compartir con el grupo.

__Comparte una victoria espiritual que hayas tenido la semana pasada.

___Comparte una batalla espiritual que hayas tenido la semana pasada.

__Comparte una cosa que DIOS te ha ensefiado acerca de El la semana pasada.

2. ESTUDIEMOS LA PALABRA DE DIOS JUNTOS.

Tomen turnos para leer el texto y hagan notas en sus Biblias.

I. EL REY HUMILDE ENTRE LA MULTITUD — MATEO 21:1-11

Jesus entrd en Jerusalén montado en un burro, cumpliendo Zacarias 9:9 como un Rey pacifico, no un
guerrero. La multitud gritaba “iHosanna!” (“salvanos”), esperando libertad politica, pero Jesus vino a
salvar del pecado a través de su muerte en la cruz. Su omnisciencia y humildad nos muestran Su
naturaleza divina y misericordiosa.

éComo han cambiado tus expectativas sobre Jests? ¢Como siguen siendo las mismas que cuando creiste
por primera vez?

¢éQué nos ensefia la entrada de Jesus a Jerusalén sobre cdmo debemos vivir los cristianos?

1. ELJUEZ JUSTO ENTRE LOS PECADORES — MATEO 21:12-13

En la Pascua, el Templo se convirtié en un mercado, con cambistas robando de los adoradores. Jesus
limpid el Templo, rechazando la adoracién vacia (Isaias 29:13) y mostrando su autoridad como Juez.
Debemos examinar si nuestra adoracion es sincera o un ritual, porque DIOS merece lo mejor de nosotros.
éDe qué maneras pueden los cristianos caer en adoracién “vacia”? ¢Ejemplos? ¢Como evitarlo?

¢Como puedes hacer tu adoracion mas sincera esta semana, especialmente durante la Semana Santa?

11l. EL DIOS MISERICORDIOSO ENTRE LOS FIELES — MATEO 21:14-17

Jesus sand a los ciegos y paraliticos, mostrando misericordia a todos. Los nifios en el Templo lo alababan
como el “Hijo de David” y demostraban una fe sencilla. El orgullo de los lideres religiosos los cegd con ira.
Estamos llamados a responder con una fe “como la de un nifio”. Asi probaremos ser hijos de DIOS.
¢Como ha cambiado tu vida la misericordia de Jesus, y cdmo le demuestras gratitud cada dia?

¢éQué es una “fe como la de un nifio”? ¢ Qué nos impide tener una fe asi en Jesus?

3. HAGAMOS UN PLAN PARA CRECER JUNTOS.
1. Haz un plan de accién personal basado en el estudio de hoy.
2. Escoge UNA disciplina para crecer esta semana. Haz seguimiento la préxima semana.

1. Segun el estudio de hoy, creo que DIOS quiere que tome la(s) siguiente(s) accidn(es):

2. Quiero crecer en la siguiente disciplina y planeo actuar esta semana de la siguiente manera:
__Servir a mi Iglesia. __Estudiar un libro de la Biblia.
___Compartir el evangelio. __ Ayunar de comida y dedicar ese tiempo a la oracién.

4. OREMOS JUNTOS.
Compartan formas especificas en que pueden orar unos por otros.




