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Jesus’ Invitation - Luke 14:15-33
MANNY MARTINEZ | LOGOS BAPTIST CHURCH | April 26, 2026

We typically study the Bible book by book, verse by verse, but it is also useful to spend time
learning about the specific people that Jesus interacted with. Often, we find ourselves in these
encounters, identifying with the broken people that Jesus helped, healed, and saved.

Today we find Jesus at a banquet in Luke 14. This was normal for Jesus. We know that Jesus ate
with people, including the wedding at Cana at the start of His ministry; He ate with a chief tax
collector named Zacchaeus; and He ate with Simon the Pharisee, as we learned last week.

Jesus had a habit of spending time with people in their homes, eating their food, and
performing acts of mercy and love.

In this banquet, Jesus reveals that not everyone who is invited will come, and not everyone who
comes is truly ready to follow Him.

THE INVITATION: COME TO THE TABLE - LUKE 14:15-24

. What happened before Jesus told this parable?
Jesus was eating at a Pharisee’s house on the Sabbath. He healed a diseased man, against their
tradition. They were displeased, but He was merciful.
Jesus taught the banquet guests about humility. They loved prideful displays of authority. They
loved to be praised by the rabbis. They looked down on others. Jesus taught that humility
pleases GOD.

. What lessons did Jesus teach in this parable?
The Kingdom is like a banquet, prepared ahead of time, by invitation only, by a generous Master.
All the “reasons” to not go were actually invalid excuses. The field would still be there. The 10
oxen would still be there. The wife could also come to the banquet. In a culture of “honor” and
“hospitality,” rejecting this invitation was a disgraceful act of shame toward the Master.
The Master opened the doors to “undesirables.” Strangers. Those who were neglected and
rejected by the Pharisees. Not only Jewish, but Gentiles:
Romans 10:20-21 | | was found by those who were not looking for me; | revealed myself
to those who were not asking for me. 21 But to Israel he says, All day long | have held out my
hands to a disobedient and defiant people.

. What does this parable INVITE us to do?
For non-Christians: To come to His table. To realize you’re blind, sick, and in need of a Savior. To
value His invitation above all. What a blessing to be invited by such a good Master.
For Christians: We are called to go and “MAKE THEM COME IN”. This doesn’t mean force, but an
assertive invitation. We're to preach the Gospel, to let others know about the generosity of our
Master, to whoever will listen, regardless of outward appearance or “importance” in this world.

. THE COST: BEAR YOUR CROSS - LUKE 14:25-27

A. Why were crowds following Jesus?

B

Some wanted His blessings—miracles, food, healings, and casting out of demons.

Some wanted political victories. Some thought He was a military leader preparing for war.
Some, a small number, believed He was the Jewish Messiah, the Chosen One who would save
them and lead them into heaven. They just couldn’t understand yet how He had to die and rise.

. What is the COST of being a disciple of Jesus?
Jesus said it would mean “hating” everything else for His sake. “Hate” is defined as showing a
lesser love in comparison to the love for Jesus. Obviously, Jesus did not want us to hate our
parents or family—it would contradict the command to honor father and mother.
Love for Jesus means that if anything or anyone tries to take us away from Him, we must choose
Jesus first, no matter the cost or the “loss.”

Luke 18:28-30 | Then Peter said, “Look, we have left what we had and followed you.” 29 So
he said to them, “Truly | tell you, there is no one who has left a house, wife or brothers or
sisters, parents or children because of the kingdom of God, 30 who will not receive many
times more at this time, and eternal life in the age to come.”

“Bear his own cross” means willingly dying to ourselves daily: dying to pride, to sin, to love for
this world and its pleasures, even being willing to physically die for His name’s sake. It is not
impossible. It is what He Himself did: willingly surrendering to death for GOD’s glory and love
for us. It is what has been done for 2000 years by His followers who died in faith:

Polycarp of Smyrna (c.155 AD): “Eighty and six years | have served Him, and He has done me
no wrong. How can | blaspheme my King who saved me?”

C. What'’s the difference between being “part of the crowd” or being a “true disciple”?

Part of the crowd: Following with words only, no relationship, and only seeking what He can
give, with no responsibility = no salvation, no forgiveness; you are dead in your sins.

True disciple: Following with words and actions. A master—servant relationship. Not a will of his
own, but seeking the will of his Master. Has salvation from sin and hell. More alive than anyone.
John MacArthur said this in 2007: “What marks a true believer? They...are no longer a slave to
sin, but have become slaves of righteousness... consumed with the love of Christ... longing to
be obedient from the heart...”

lll. THE CHALLENGE: LIVE WITH THE END IN MIND - LUKE 14:28-32

A. What does it mean to live with the “end in mind”?

The only way to decide to follow Christ is to consider what is needed to finish. It’s not just about
starting, but finishing well.

Too many people make quick decisions but fall away. Some do “spontaneous baptisms” at
events, only to return to their sin. Some start membership classes but never finish. Others sign
up for Bible studies but never show up. Others follow Jesus until they are criticized. Some call
themselves Christian until a prayer goes “unanswered.”

True faith does not die, but superficial faith dies quickly.

Jesus said: Matthew 24:13 | But the one who endures to the end will be saved.

B. What do we learn from Jesus’ examples?

So, going back to the illustration of a building: a true believer plans ahead and sees the final
product. Our end goal is to enter heaven fully built up and ready. Mature.

We are built on the foundation of simple faith in Jesus. This began the moment we believed He
is the Son of GOD. But we cannot remain on the foundation alone. We must grow into maturity,
being built up into the men and women GOD calls us to be.

Being a disciple means continual growth upward. Not perfection, but a daily, personal, and
intentional pursuit of growth. We cannot remain baby Christians, stuck at the fundamentals
forever.

Hebrews 5:12-14 | Although by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to
teach you the basic principles of God’s revelation again. You need milk, not solid food. 13 Now
everyone who lives on milk is inexperienced with the message about righteousness, because
he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the mature—for those whose senses have been trained
to distinguish between good and evil.

And now, the illustration of a war: a true disciple understands that following Jesus means
entering a spiritual battle. satan and his demons will attack our minds with lies and accusations.
The world around us will oppose us; sometimes financially, socially, and even physically. Even
the sin within us will wage war against our obedience to Christ.

Being a disciple means being ready to enter and fight this war. It is not easy. Jesus did not call
for crowds, He calls for disciples.



C. How can | start living with the end in mind?

- Set your priorities on eternity, not temporary things. Regularly evaluate your decisions, time,
and desires in light of the fact that you will stand before GOD one day.

- Commit to daily, intentional obedience to Jesus. Don’t wait for big moments of public victory.
Faithfulness is built through small, consistent steps of denying yourself and following Him.

Conclusion

Jesus gives us both an invitation and a warning. The invitation is open: come to the table, be
forgiven, receive life. But the warning is just as clear: you cannot come on your own terms.

Many are invited, but many make excuses. Others come, but they are not willing to follow Him fully.
Jesus is not looking for people who simply show up; He is calling for disciples who surrender
everything. You don’t follow Jesus to be saved—you follow Him because you are saved. Christ
carried the cross for your sins, and now He calls you to follow Him with your life.

So the question is not, “Have you been invited?” You have. The question is, “Will you come—and
will you follow?” Come to Christ for forgiveness. Come to Christ wholeheartedly. Count the cost,
and follow Him completely. Because in the end, it is better to lose everything in this life and gain
Christ than to gain everything and lose your soul.



La invitation de Jesus- Lucas 14:15-33
MANNY MARTINEZ | LOGOS BAPTIST CHURCH | 26 de abril, 2026

- Normalmente estudiamos la Biblia libro por libro, versiculo por versiculo, pero también es util
tomar tiempo para aprender sobre las personas especificas con las que Jesus interactud.
Muchas veces nos encontramos en estos encuentros, identificindonos con las personas
quebrantadas que JesUs ayudo, sand y salvé.

- Hoy encontramos a Jesus en un banquete en Lucas 14. Esto era normal para El. Sabemos que
Jesus comia con las personas, incluyendo en la boda de Cana al inicio de Su ministerio; comio
con un jefe de publicanos llamado Zaqueo; y comié con Simdn el fariseo, como vimos la semana
pasada.

- Jesus tenia el habito de pasar tiempo con las personas en sus hogares, comer su comida y
mostrar actos de misericordia y amor.

- Eneste banquete, Jesus revela que no todos los que son invitados vendran, y no todos los que
vienen estan realmente listos para seguirlo.

I. LA INVITACION: VEN A LA MESA - LUCAS 14:15-24

A. éQué paso antes de que Jesus contara esta parabola?

- Jesus estaba comiendo en la casa de un fariseo en el dia de reposo. Sané a un hombre enfermo,
en contra de su tradicién. Ellos se disgustaron, pero El fue misericordioso.

- Jesus ensefio a los invitados del banquete sobre la humildad. Amaban las demostraciones
orgullosas de autoridad. Les gustaba ser alabados por los rabinos. Menospreciaban a otros.
Jesus ensefd que la humildad agrada a DIOS.

B. ¢Qué ensefid Jesus en esta parabola?

- ElIReino es como un banquete, preparado de antemano, solo por invitacién, por un Maestro
generoso.

- Todas las “razones” para no ir eran en realidad excusas invalidas. El campo iba a seguir alli. Los
diez bueyes iban a seguir alli. La esposa también podia ir al banquete. En una cultura de
“honor” y “hospitalidad”, rechazar esta invitacion era un acto vergonzoso hacia el Maestro.

- El Maestro abrid las puertas a los “indeseables”: extranjeros, aquellos rechazados y olvidados
por los fariseos. No solo judios, sino también gentiles.

Romanos 10:20-21 | «Fui hallado por los que no me buscaban; Me manifesté a los que no
preguntaban por Mi». 21 Pero en cuanto a Israel, dice: «Todo el dia he extendido Mis manos a
un pueblo desobediente y rebelde».

C. ¢A qué nos INVITA esta parabola?

- Paralos no cristianos: Venir a Su mesa. Reconocer que estas ciego, enfermo y necesitas un
Salvador. Valorar Su invitacion por encima de todo. Qué bendicion ser invitado por un Maestro
tan bueno.

- Para los cristianos: Somos llamados a ir y “OBLIGARLOS A ENTRAR”. Esto no es “a la fuerza”, sino
dar una invitacidn con denuedo y pidiendo una respuesta. Somos llamados a predicar el
evangelio, a dar a conocer la generosidad de nuestro Maestro, a ir a cualquiera que esté
dispuesto a escuchar, sin importar su apariencia o “importancia” en este mundo.

Il. EL COSTO: TOMA TU CRUZ - LUCAS 14:25-27

A. éPor qué las multitudes seguian a Jesus?

- Algunos querian Sus bendiciones: milagros, comida, sanidades y liberacion de demonios.

- Algunos querian victorias politicas. Pensaban que era un lider militar que preparaba una guerra.

- Algunos, pocos, crefan que El era el Mesias judio, el Escogido que los salvaria y los llevaria al
cielo. Pero auin no entendian cdmo tenia que morir y resucitar.

B. ¢Cual es el COSTO de ser discipulo de Jesus?

- Jesus dijo que significaria “aborrecer” todo lo demas por causa de El. “Aborrecer” significa amar
menos en comparacién con el amor por Jesus. Obviamente, Jesus no nos llama a odiar a
nuestros padres o familia—eso iria en contra del mandamiento de honrar padre y madre.

- Amar a Jesus significa que, si algo o alguien intenta apartarnos de El, debemos escoger a Jesus
primero, sin importar el costo o la “pérdida”.

Lucas 18:28-30 | Y Pedro dijo: «Nosotros hemos dejado todo y te hemos seguido».

29 Entonces El les contesté: «En verdad les digo, que no hay nadie que haya dejado casa, o
mujer, o hermanos, o padres o hijos por la causa del reino de Dios, 30 que no reciba muchas
veces mas en este tiempo, y en el siglo venidero, la vida eterna».

- “Cargar tu cruz” significa morir a nosotros mismos diariamente: morir al orgullo, al pecado, al
amor por este mundo y sus placeres, incluso estar dispuestos a morir fisicamente por Su
nombre. No es imposible. Es lo que El mismo hizo: se entregd voluntariamente a la muerte para
la gloria de DIOS y por amor a nosotros. Es lo que han hecho Sus seguidores por 2000 afios,
muriendo en la fe:

Policarpo de Esmirna (c.155 d.C.): “Ochenta y seis afios le he servido, y El nunca me ha hecho
mal. ¢Cdmo puedo blasfemar a mi Rey que me salvg?”

C. éCudl es la diferencia entre ser “parte de la multitud” y ser un “verdadero discipulo”?

- Parte de la multitud: Seguir con palabras solamente, sin relacién, buscando solo lo que El puede
dar, sin responsabilidad = no hay salvacién, no hay perddn; estas muerto en tus pecados.

- Verdadero discipulo: Seguir con palabras y acciones. Relacion de siervo y Sefior. No busca su
propia voluntad, sino la de su Sefior. Tiene salvacion del pecado y del infierno. Esta vivo.

- John MacArthur dijo en 2007: “¢Qué caracteriza a un verdadero creyente? Ya no es esclavo del
pecado, sino esclavo de la justicia... consumido por el amor de Cristo... con un deseo de
obedecer de corazén...”

I1l. EL DESAFiO: VIVE CON EL FINAL EN MENTE - LUCAS 14:28-32

A. éQué significa vivir con el “final en mente”?

- La Unica manera de decidir seguir a Cristo es considerar lo que se necesita para terminar. No se
trata solo de empezar, sino de terminar bien.

- Muchas personas toman decisiones rapidas y luego se apartan. Algunos hacen “bautismos
espontaneos” y regresan a su pecado. Algunos comienzan clases de membresia pero no las
terminan. Otros se inscriben en estudios biblicos pero nunca asisten. Otros siguen a Jesus hasta
que son criticados o atacados. Algunos se llaman cristianos hasta que una oracién no es
respondida como ellos quieren.

- Lafe verdadera no muere, pero la fe superficial muere rapidamente.

Jesus dijo: Mateo 24:13 | Pero el que persevere hasta el fin, ese sera salvo.

B. ¢Qué aprendemos de los ejemplos de Jestis?

- Volviendo a la ilustracion de la construccion: un verdadero creyente planifica y piensa en el
resultado final. Nuestra meta es entrar al cielo completamente edificados—maduros.

- Somos edificados sobre el fundamento de la fe en Jesus. Esto comenzd en el momento en que
creimos que El es el Hijo de DIOS. Pero no podemos quedarnos solo en el fundamento.
Debemos crecer hacia la madurez, siendo formados en los hombres y mujeres que DIOS quiere
que seamos.

- Hebreos 5:12-14 | Pues aunque ya debieran ser maestros, otra vez tienen necesidad de que
alguien les ensefie los principios elementales de los oraculos de Dios, y han llegado a tener
necesidad de leche y no de alimento sélido. 13 Porque todo el que toma solo leche, no esta
acostumbrado a la palabra de justicia, porque es nifio. 14 Pero el alimento sélido es para los
adultos, los cuales por la practica tienen los sentidos ejercitados para discernir el bien y el
mal.

- Ser discipulo significa crecimiento constante. No perfeccidn, sino un crecimiento diario,
personal e intencional. No podemos permanecer como nifios espirituales para siempre.



- Y ahora, lailustracion de la guerra: un verdadero discipulo entiende que seguir a Jesus es
entrar en una batalla espiritual. satandas y sus demonios atacaran nuestra mente con mentiras y
acusaciones. El mundo nos opondra—financiera, social y fisicamente. Incluso el pecado dentro
de nosotros luchara contra nuestra obediencia a Cristo.

- Ser discipulo significa estar listo para entrar y pelear esta batalla. No es facil. Jesus no llamé
multitudes—El llama discipulos.

C. ¢Como puedo empezar a vivir con el final en mente?

- Pon tus prioridades en la eternidad, no en lo temporal. Somete tus decisiones, tu tiempo y tus
deseos al conocimiento de que un dia estaras delante de DIOS.

- Comprométete a obedecer a Jesus diariamente e intencionalmente. No esperes grandes
momentos de victoria publica. La fidelidad se construye con pasos pequefios y constantes de
negarte a ti mismo y seguirle.

Conclusion

Jesus nos da tanto una invitacién como una advertencia. La invitacion esta abierta: ven a la mesa, sé
perdonado, recibe vida. Pero la advertencia es igual de clara: no puedes venir en tus propios
términos. Muchos son invitados, pero muchos ponen excusas. Otros vienen, pero no estan
dispuestos a seguirle completamente. JesUs no busca personas que solo aparezcan; El llama
discipulos que lo entregan todo. No sigues a Jesus para ser salvo—lo sigues porque eres salvo.
Cristo llevé la cruz por tus pecados, y ahora te llama a seguirle con tu vida.

Asi que la pregunta no es: “¢Has sido invitado?” Si lo has sido. La pregunta es: “éVendras... y lo
seguiras?” Ven a Cristo para perddn. Ven a Cristo de todo corazdn. Cuenta el costo y siguelo
completamente. Porque al final, es mejor perderlo todo en esta vida y ganar a Cristo, que ganarlo
todo y perder tu alma.



Jesus’s Invitation - Luke 14:15-33

1. Let’s share what GOD is doing in our lives.

Choose ONE to share with your group.

___Share one spiritual victory or struggle you’ve had since last week.
__Share one thing GOD is teaching you about Himself.

2. Let’s study the word of GOD together.
Take turns reading the verses and make notes in your copy of The Bible.

I. THE INVITATION: COME TO THE TABLE — LUKE 14:15-24

Jesus told a parable about a great banquet where many were invited, but they made excuses and

refused to come. Their excuses revealed that they valued other things more than the invitation of

the Master. In response, the invitation was extended to those who were overlooked and

undeserving. This showed that GOD’s Kingdom is open to all, but it must be received with urgency

and humility.

- Re-READ Luke 14:18-20. What do these excuses reveal about the priorities of those who
rejected the invitation?

- What are some “good things” in your life that can become excuses to delay or ighore GOD’s call?

- Whois one person you can intentionally invite or share the Gospel with this week?

Il. THE COST: BEAR YOUR CROSS — LUKE 14:25-27

Jesus turned to the crowds and made it clear that following Him requires total commitment. To be

His disciple means loving Him above everything else and being willing to deny yourself daily. This is

not about casual belief, but about surrendering your life fully to His authority. True discipleship has

a cost, but it leads to eternal life.

- READ Luke 9:23-24. What does Jesus say it means to take up your cross and follow Him?

- What is hardest for you to surrender to JESUS right now—comfort, control, relationships, or
something else?

- What is one specific area this week where you can choose obedience to JESUS over your own
desires?

IIl. THE CHALLENGE: LIVE WITH THE END IN MIND - LUKE 14:28-32

Jesus used examples of building and war to teach that following Him requires planning,
commitment, and endurance. Many start the journey but do not finish because they fail to count
the cost. True disciples think about the end, pursue growth, and remain faithful even in difficulty.
Following Jesus is not about starting strong, but finishing well.

- READ Matthew 24:13. What does this verse teach about endurance in the Christian life?

- Where are you tempted to “start strong” but struggle to stay consistent in your walk with GOD?
- What is one practical habit you can build this week to help you grow in long-term faithfulness?

3. Let’s reflect.

Choose ONE or TWO to share with your group.

__ Something that confronted or convicted me.

__Something that | learned about GOD.

__ A word, phrase, or other piece of information | didn’t know before.
__Something | want GOD to refine or purify in me.

4. Let’s pray together.
Share specific ways you can pray for one another today. Write prayer requests here:

La Invitacién de Jesus- Lucas 14:15-33

1. Compartamos lo que DIOS esta haciendo en nuestras vidas.

Elige UNA o DOS para compartir con el grupo.

___Comparte una victoria o batalla espiritual que hayas tenido la semana pasada.
__Comparte una cosa que DIOS te ha ensefiado acerca de El la semana pasada.

2. Estudiemos la palabra de DIOS juntos.
Tomen turnos para leer el texto y hagan notas en sus Biblias.

I. LA INVITACION: VEN A LA MESA — LUCAS 14:15-24

Jesus conté una parabola sobre un gran banquete donde muchos fueron invitados, pero pusieron

excusas y no quisieron venir. Sus excusas mostraron que valoraban otras cosas mas que la invitacién

del Sefior. Entonces, la invitacion se extendid a personas rechazadas y necesitadas. Esto muestra

que el Reino de DIOS esta abierto para todos, pero debe recibirse con urgencia y humildad.

- VUELVE A LEER Lucas 14:18-20. ¢ Qué revelan estas excusas sobre las prioridades de los que
rechazaron la invitacién?

- ¢éQué “cosas buenas” en tu vida pueden convertirse en excusas para retrasar o ignorar el
llamado de DIOS?

- ¢A quién puedes invitar intencionalmente o compartirle el evangelio esta semana?

1. EL COSTO: LLEVA TU CRUZ — LUCAS 14:25-27

Jesus se dirigié a la multitud y dejoé claro que seguirle requiere un compromiso total. Ser su

discipulo significa amarlo por encima de todo y negarse a uno mismo cada dia. No se trata de una fe

superficial, sino de rendir toda tu vida a su autoridad. El verdadero discipulado tiene un costo, pero

conduce a la vida eterna.

- LEE Lucas 9:23-24. ¢Qué dice Jesus que significa tomar tu cruz y seguirle?

- ¢éQué es lo mas dificil para ti rendirle a JESUS en este momento—comodidad, control, relaciones
u otra cosa?

- ¢Cudl es un area especifica esta semana donde puedes escoger obedecer a JESUS en lugar de
tus propios deseos?

I1l. EL DESAFiO: VIVE CON EL FINAL EN MENTE — LUCAS 14:28-32

Jesus usé ejemplos de construccion y guerra para ensefiar que seguirle requiere planificacion,
compromiso y perseverancia. Muchos comienzan, pero no terminan porque no consideran el costo.
Los verdaderos discipulos piensan en el final, crecen constantemente y permanecen fieles aun en
dificultad. Seguir a Jesus no se trata de empezar bien, sino de terminar bien.

- LEE Mateo 24:13. ¢Qué ensefia este versiculo sobre perseverar en la vida cristiana?

- ¢En qué areas te cuesta mantener constancia en tu caminar con DIOS?

- ¢Qué habito practico puedes comenzar esta semana para crecer en fidelidad a largo plazo?

3. Reflexionemos.

Escoge UNA o DOS para compartir con el grupo:

__Algo que me confronté (me trajo conviccidn).

__Algo que aprendi acerca de DIOS.

__Una palabra, frase o alguna otra informacion que no sabia antes.
___Algo que quiero que DIOS refine o purifique en mi vida.

4. Oremos juntos.
Compartan formas especificas en que pueden orar unos por otros. Escribe peticiones aqui:



