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INTRO

In Malachi, GOD calls His people to repent of their dead religion. He began His message by
reminding them of His faithful love, like a Father’s love for His children. But then He turns His
attention to the priests. They were meant to bring people to GOD and represent GOD to the
people. Instead, through their bad example and unacceptable sacrifices, they pushed people
further away from Him. Sadly, the same is true today. Unfaithful leaders and corrupt shepherds
don’t draw people closer to GOD; they push them away from Him. This is something GOD rejects
and rebukes.

. GOD REBUKED CORRUPT PRIESTS — MALACHI 2:1-3

A. Why was GOD rebuking them?

GOD confronted the priests directly for the disrespect we read in Malachi 1. They took Him for
granted, offered blind and sick animals, and considered service to GOD an annoying chore. Here,
GOD gave them a final opportunity to repent. Though this was a strong rebuke, this was also an act
of mercy. He was giving an opportunity to repent. He warned them that if they refused to listen
and refused to “take His Word to heart” He would punish them. This echoed Deuteronomy 28,
where GOD clearly laid out both the blessings of obedience: life, peace, and prosperity, and the
curses of disobedience: disease, defeat, captivity, and death. GOD reminded His priests that
enjoying a covenant with Him also comes with responsibilities on their part.

B. How would GOD curse them?

GOD warned that judgment would begin with the priests. He spoke of humiliation and removal. He
used a very graphic example to describe what would happen. In the sacrificial system, after
slaughtering the animal on the altar, the intestinal waste from the animal was taken outside the
camp and burned. It was unclean and discarded. In the same way, these priests were unclean in
GOD'’s eyes. They would soon be publicly humiliated and removed from their place of service. No
longer useful to Him, and only useful as a visual example of GOD’s wrath to the other people. GOD
wouldn’t bless or help them. He would stop speaking to them altogether. And history showed the
seriousness of this warning and the continued hard heart of the priests. After Malachi, there were
400 years of silence—no new word from the LORD. The silence was deafening. They were cursed.

C. How does GOD rebuke “shepherds” today?

Before applying this to our lives today, we must remember that the work of the Old Testament
priests was fulfilled by Jesus once for all. We don’t need priests anymore. But the principle of
spiritual leaders being accountable to GOD, still remains. Those who lead GOD’s people are held to
greater responsibility. Says James 3:1 | Not many should become teachers, my brothers, because
you know that we will receive a stricter judgment. GOD is displeased with those who are in
positions of spiritual leadership and take advantage of it for evil purposes. When spiritual leaders
today fail to fear GOD, the people suffer. So, if we are in any position of spiritual authority, it’s
worth noting the seriousness of the position we are in, and how we cannot defile it, otherwise GOD
will bring disaster. GOD is already dealing with sinful leaders, exposing them every day. Let us pray
for our leaders to not fall into this temptation, and to keep having reverence and fear of GOD.

1. A PRIEST LIKE LEVI — MALACHI 2:4-7

A. What was a faithful priest supposed to be like?

GOD reminded these evil priests of the covenant GOD made with Levi, the ancestor of the priests.
GOD reminded them what a faithful priest was supposed to be. Besides overseeing the sacrificial

system, a faithful priest had personal fear of GOD. He pursued holy speech and conduct in his life. A
priest of GOD wasn’t supposed to practice magic or superstitions like the other nations. GOD
summarizes these requirements in Deuteronomy 18:13 | You must be blameless before the LORD
your God. Their private lives mattered as much as their public duties. A faithful priest also taught
the truth from GOD’s Word, served as a judge in legal disputes for the people, and helped turned
many people away from their sins by issuing strong rebukes. GOD’s people needed faithful
priests—men who feared GOD, who kept His covenant, and who practiced what they preached.
Scripture describes Phineas the Levite as a faithful priest. He is honored in Psalm 106:28-30 | They
aligned themselves with Baal of Peor and ate sacrifices offered to lifeless gods. 2° They angered
the Lord with their deeds, and a plague broke out against them. 3° But Phinehas stood up and
intervened, and the plague was stopped. Like Phinehas, priests were to be brave and holy.

B. How did faithful priests help the people grow?

The priests’ personal fear of GOD set an example for the people. The Word of GOD that that they
preached gave the people wisdom and guidance for daily living. Because the people continually
wandered into sin, the priests’ rebukes helped them grow in repentance and hatred of evil. We saw
this in the golden calf incident (Exodus 32:25-29). While others worshiped an idol, the sons of Levi
who later became the priests, did not participate and were used as instruments of GOD’s
judgment, showing loyalty to Him. Faithful leadership strengthened the entire nation.

C. How do faithful shepherds help GOD’s people grow today?

As we mentioned, pastors aren’t OT priests, but the principle of leadership applies here.

1. Faithful shepherds are to live exemplary lives.

1 Timothy 3:2-5 | An overseer, therefore, must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, self-
controlled, sensible, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not an excessive drinker, not a bully
but gentle, not quarrelsome, not greedy. 4 He must manage his own household competently and
have his children under control with all dignity. 5 (If anyone does not know how to manage his
own household, how will he take care of God’s church?)

2. Faithful shepherds are to guard and pass on sound doctrine.

2 Timothy 2:2 | What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, commit to
faithful men who will be able to teach others also.

3. Faithful shepherds are to rebuke sin when necessary.

Titus 2:15 | Proclaim these things; encourage and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard
you.

Faithful shepherds help people grow in fear and obedience. This is why much of modern
Christianity suffers in cold, dead religion. Because many shepherds do not live exemplary lives.

1ll. THE PRIESTS’ FOUR FAILURES — MALACHI 2:8-9

A. The priests had failed in ways that affected the entire nation.

1. They turned away from GOD and from His Word. Authority from GOD or self? Excusing sin.
They led people into sin through their teaching. Calling good evil and vice-versa.

They corrupted the covenant GOD had made with Levi. Dirty and lazy sacrifices.

They showed partiality. Favoritism, nepotism, and not rebuking sin for political reasons.
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Today, we must pray for our leaders, we must value Biblical teaching, we must receive Biblical
rebuke from faithful leaders, and we must value holy living more than a charismatic personality.
Personally, we must test ourselves. Does our life match the Word we believe? Do we have private
and public reverence? Do we pick and choose what we will obey? GOD wants us holy. Says
Hebrews 12:14 | ...holiness—without it no one will see the Lord.



Closing Thought: Failing shepherds make us long for a Good Shepherd.

Where these priests failed, Jesus did not.

1. They turned away from GOD’s Word—He proclaimed the truth boldly and faithfully.

2. They caused others to stumble—He taught in a way that brought salvation and life.

3. They broke the covenant—He fulfilled it perfectly.

4. They showed partiality—He welcomed all who came to Him in faith, regardless of status.

Today, let us focus on Jesus, our Good Shepherd, the only one who will never fail. He says in

John 10:11-16 | “l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the

sheep. 12The hired hand, since he is not the shepherd and doesn’t own the sheep, leaves

them and runs away when he sees a wolf coming. The wolf then snatches and scatters

them. 13 This happens because he is a hired hand and doesn’t care about the sheep. 4 “l am the
good shepherd. | know my own, and my own know me, 5 just as the Father knows me, and |
know the Father. | lay down my life for the sheep. 16 But | have other sheep that are not from this
sheep pen; | must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. Then there will be one flock,
one shepherd.

Corrupt shepherds exposed the need for a perfect one. And in Christ, we have the faithful
Shepherd who never fails His flock. Let us follow Him with holiness, fear, and love.
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INTRO

En Malaquias, DIOS llama a Su pueblo a arrepentirse de su religion muerta. Comenz6 Su mensaje
recorddndoles Su amor fiel, como el amor de un Padre por Sus hijos. Pero luego dirige Su atencion
a los sacerdotes. Ellos debian acercar al pueblo a DIOS y representar a DIOS delante del pueblo.
Pero, por medio de su mal ejemplo y sacrificios inaceptables, alejaron a la gente de El. Tristemente,
lo mismo ocurre hoy. Lideres infieles y pastores corruptos no acercan a las personas a DIOS; las
alejan de El. Esto es algo que DIOS rechaza y reprende.

1. DIOS REPRENDIO A LOS SACERDOTES CORRUPTOS — MALAQUIAS 2:1-3

A. ¢Por qué DIOS los estaba reprendiendo?

DIOS confronté directamente a los sacerdotes por la falta de respeto que vimos en Malaquias 1. Lo
menospreciaron, ofrecieron animales ciegos y enfermos, y consideraron el servicio a DIOS como un
fastidio o estorbo. Aqui, DIOS les dio una ultima oportunidad para arrepentirse. Aunque fue una

reprension fuerte, también fue un acto de misericordia. Les estaba dando oportunidad de cambiar.
Les advirtid que si se negaban a escuchar y a honrar su Nombre, los castigaria. Esto reflejaba lo
escrito en Deuteronomio 28, donde DIOS establecié claramente las bendiciones de la obediencia —
vida, paz y prosperidad— y las maldiciones de la desobediencia —enfermedad, derrota, cautiverio
y muerte. DIOS les recordé que disfrutar de un pacto con El también implicaba responsabilidades.

B. ¢Como los maldeciria DIOS?

DIOS advirtié que el juicio comenzaria por los sacerdotes. Usé un ejemplo muy grafico. En el
sistema sacrificial, después de degollar el animal sobre el altar, los desechos intestinales eran
llevados fuera del campamento y quemados. Eran inmundos y desechados. De la misma manera,
estos sacerdotes eran inmundos ante los ojos de DIOS. Pronto serian humillados publicamente y
removidos de su servicio. Ya no Utiles para El, solo servirian como ejemplo visible de la ira de DIOS
para el pueblo. DIOS no los bendeciria ni los ayudaria. Incluso dejaria de hablarles. Y la historia
mostro la seriedad de esta advertencia y la dureza continua de ellos. Después de Malaquias, hubo
400 afios de silencio—ninguna nueva palabra del SENOR. Estaban bajo maldicién.

C. ¢Como reprende DIOS a los “pastores” hoy?

Antes de aplicar esto a nuestras vidas, debemos recordar que la obra de los sacerdotes del Antiguo
Testamento fue cumplida por Jesus de una vez y para siempre. Ya no necesitamos sacerdotes. Pero
aun hoy los lideres espirituales rinden cuentas a DIOS. Quienes guian al pueblo de DIOS tienen
mayor responsabilidad. Dice Santiago 3:1 | Hermanos mios, que no se hagan maestros muchos de
ustedes, sabiendo que recibiremos un juicio mas severo. DIOS no se agrada de quienes ocupan
posiciones de liderazgo espiritual y las usan para fines malos. Cuando los lideres espirituales hoy no
temen a DIOS, el pueblo sufre. Si estamos en alguna posicién de autoridad espiritual, debemos
reconocer la seriedad de ese llamado. No podemos contaminarlo, porque DIOS derramara su ira.
DIOS ya estd tratando con lideres pecaminosos, exponiéndolos cada dia. Oremos por nuestros
lideres, para que no caigan en tentacion y que sigan viviendo con reverencia y temor de DIOS.

Il. UN SACERDOTE COMO LEVi — MALAQUIAS 2:4-7
A. éComo debia ser un sacerdote fiel?

DIOS recordé a estos sacerdotes malvados el pacto que habia hecho con Levi, el antepasado de los
sacerdotes. Les recordd como debia ser un sacerdote fiel. Ademds de supervisar el sistema
sacrificial, debia tener temor personal de DIOS. Debia procurar pureza en su manera de hablary
vivir. No debia practicar magia ni supersticiones como las demas naciones. DIOS resume este

requisito en: Deuteronomio 18:13 | Seras intachable delante del Sefior tu Dios. Su vida privada
era tan importante como su ministerio publico. Un sacerdote fiel ensefiaba la verdad de la Palabra
de DIOS, servia como juez en disputas legales y ayudaba a muchos a apartarse del pecado mediante
reprensiones firmes. El pueblo de DIOS necesitaba sacerdotes fieles—hombres que temieran a
DIOS, guardaran Su pacto y practicaran lo que predicaban. La Escritura describe a Finees, el levita,
como sacerdote fiel. Salmo 106:28-31 | Se unieron también a Baal Peor, Y comieron sacrificios
ofrecidos a los muertos. 2° Lo provocaron a ira con sus actos, Y la plaga se desato entre ellos.

30 Entonces Finees se levanto e intervino, Y ceso la plaga. Como Finees, los sacerdotes debian ser
valientes y santos.

B. ¢Como ayudaban los sacerdotes fieles al crecimiento del pueblo?

El temor personal del sacerdote hacia DIOS era ejemplo para la nacién. La Palabra que predicaban
daba sabiduria y direccion para la vida diaria. Como el pueblo continuamente caia en pecado, las
reprensiones sacerdotales ayudaban al arrepentimiento y al odio hacia el mal. Vimos esto en el
incidente del becerro de oro (Exodo 32:25-29). Mientras otros adoraban al idolo, los hijos de Levi
no participaron y fueron instrumentos del juicio de DIOS, demostrando lealtad. El liderazgo fiel
fortalecia a toda la nacion.

C. ¢Como ayudan hoy los pastores fieles?

Aunque los pastores no son sacerdotes del AT, el principio de liderazgo aplica.

1. Pastores fieles deben vivir vidas ejemplares.

1 Timoteo 3:2-5 | Un obispo debe ser, pues, irreprochable, marido de una sola mujer, sobrio,
prudente, de conducta decorosa, hospitalario, apto para ensefar, 3 no dado a la bebida, no
pendenciero, sino amable, no contencioso, no avaricioso. 4 Que gobierne bien su casa, teniendo a
sus hijos sujetos con toda dignidad; 5 (pues si un hombre no sabe cémo gobernar su propia casa,
écomo podra cuidar de la iglesia de Dios?).

2. Pastores fieles deben guardar y predicar sana doctrina.

2 Timoteo 2:2 | Y lo que has oido de mi en la presencia de muchos testigos, eso encarga a
hombres fieles que sean capaces de ensenar también a otros.

3. Pastores fieles deben reprender el pecado cuando sea necesario.

Tito 2:15 | Esto habla, exhorta y reprende con toda autoridad. Que nadie te menosprecie.

Los pastores fieles ayudan al crecimiento en temor y obediencia. Mucho del cristianismo moderno
sufre de religién fria y muerta porque muchos lideres no viven vidas ejemplares.

IIl. LAS CUATRO FALLAS DE LOS SACERDOTES — MALAQUIAS 2:8-9
A. Fallaron de maneras que afectaron a toda la nacion.
1. Se apartaron de DIOS y de Su Palabra. ¢ Autoridad de DIOS o el hombre? Excusaban el pecado.

2. Hicieron caer en pecado a muchos con su ensefianza. Llamaban lo malo bueno, y vice-versa.
3. Corrompieron el pacto hecho con Levi. Sacrificios perezosos e inaceptables.
4. Mostraron parcialidad. Favoritismo, nepotismo y no hablar del pecado por motivos politicos.

Hoy debemos orar por nuestros lideres, valorar la ensefianza biblica, recibir la reprensién y estimar
la santidad mas que el carisma.

Personalmente debemos examinarnos. ¢ Nuestra vida coincide con la Palabra que creemos?
éTenemos reverencia privada y publica? ¢Escogemos qué obedecer y que desobedecer? DIOS
quiere santidad.

Dice Hebreos 12:14 | ...santidad, sin la cual nadie vera al Sefior.



Pensamiento Final: Pastores que fallan nos hacen anhelar un Buen Pastor.

Donde estos sacerdotes fallaron, Jesus no fallé.

1. Ellos se apartaron de la Palabra—El predicé la verdad con valentia.

2. Ellos hicieron tropezar a los demas—El ensefié de tal manera que ofrecié salvacién y vida.
3.  Ellos rompieron el pacto—El lo cumplié perfectamente.

4. Ellos mostraron parcialidad—El recibe a todos los que vienen a El con fe, sin importar quien.

Hoy, enfoquémonos en el Buen Pastor que no fallara. El dijo en Juan 10:11-16 | »Yo soy el buen
pastor ; el buen pastor da Su vida por las ovejas . 12 Pero el que es un asalariado y no un pastor,
que no es el dueno de las ovejas, ve venir al lobo, abandona las ovejas y huye, entonces el lobo
las arrebata y /as dispersa.13 El asalariado huye porque solo trabaja por el pago y no le importan
las ovejas. 14 Yo soy el buen pastor, y conozco Mis ovejas y ellas me conocen, 3 al igual que el
Padre me conoce y Yo conozco al Padre, y doy Mi vida por las ovejas. 1 »Tengo otras ovejas que
no son de este redil; a esas también Yo debo traerlas, y oiran Mi voz, y seran un rebaiio con un
solo pastor.

Los pastores corruptos revelan la necesidad de uno perfecto. En Cristo tenemos al Pastor fiel que
nunca abandona a Su rebafio. Sigdmoslo con santidad, temor y amor.



MALACHI #3 — Malachi 2:1-9 - Failing to Shepherd the People of GOD

1. Let’s share what GOD is doing in our lives.

Choose ONE to share with your group.

__Share one spiritual victory you’ve had since last week.
__Share one spiritual struggle you’ve had since last week.
__Share one thing GOD is teaching you about Himself.

2. Let’s study the word of GOD together.
Take turns reading the verses and make notes in your copy of The Bible.

|. GOD REBUKED CORRUPT PRIESTS - MALACHI 2:1-3

GOD directly rebuked the priests because they dishonored Him and led others to do the same.
They treated worship as a burden and refused to take His Word to heart. His warning was
strong, but it was also mercy. He gave them a chance to repent before judgment came.
Spiritual leadership carries serious responsibility.

- READ James 3:1. Why does GOD hold spiritual leaders to a stricter judgment?

- Are you taking GOD’s Word seriously, or just hearing it without real life change? Why?

- How can you pray for and support your faithful spiritual leaders this week? Do it.

Il. APRIEST LIKE LEVI - MALACHI 2:4-7

GOD reminded the priests what faithful leadership should look like. A true priest feared GOD,
lived a holy life, taught the truth, and turned people away from sin. His private life matched his
public ministry. Faithful shepherds or pastors today help the people grow through truth, a
godly example, and by giving loving rebukes.

- READ 1 Timothy 3:2-3. What stands out about the character GOD requires from church
shepherds?

- Does your private life match what you say you believe? Why does “integrity” matter?

- How is your life’s example helping others grow in obedience to GOD? Do you think your
character and words have become an obstacle instead?

lll. THE PRIESTS’ FOUR FAILURES - MALACHI 2:8-9

The priests failed in serious ways. They turned from GOD’s Word, led others into sin, corrupted
the “Levitical” covenant, and showed “partiality”. Their failure hurt the entire nation. Their
corruption makes us long for a Good Shepherd. Jesus did not fail. He spoke truth, fulfilled the
covenant, and laid down His life for all His sheep.

- READ John 10:11-16. What makes Jesus different from corrupt shepherds?

- In what way are we tempted to “pick and choose” what parts of GOD’s Word we obey? In
what ways are we tempted to show “partiality” toward people, sin we excuse, or truth we
defend?

- How can you help point others to Jesus, the Good Shepherd, this week?

3. Let’s reflect.

Choose ONE or TWO to share with your group.

__Something that confronted or convicted me.

__Something that | learned about GOD.

__Aword, phrase, or other piece of information | didn’t know before.
__Something | want to change about myself.

4. Let’s pray together.
Share specific ways you can pray for one another today. Write prayer requests here:

MALAQUIAS #3 — Malaquias 2:1-9 — Fallando en Pastorear al Pueblo de DIOS

1. Compartamos lo que DIOS esta haciendo en nuestras vidas.

Elige UNA o DOS para compartir con el grupo.

__Comparte una victoria espiritual que hayas tenido la semana pasada.
__Comparte una batalla espiritual que hayas tenido la semana pasada.
__Comparte una cosa que DIOS te ha ensefiado acerca de El la semana pasada.

2. Estudiemos la palabra de DIOS juntos.
Tomen turnos para leer el texto y hagan notas en sus Biblias.

1. DIOS REPRENDIO A LOS SACERDOTES CORRUPTOS - MALAQUIAS 2:1-3

DIOS reprendio directamente a los sacerdotes porque lo deshonraron y guiaron al pueblo a hacer lo
mismo. Trataron la adoracién como un fastidio y no tomaron en serio Su Palabra. Su advertencia
fue fuerte, pero también fue un acto de misericordia. DIOS les dio la oportunidad de arrepentirse
antes de que llegara el juicio. El liderazgo espiritual conlleva una gran responsabilidad.

- LEE Santiago 3:1. ;| Por qué DIOS juzga con mayor severidad a los lideres espirituales?

- ¢(Estas tomando en serio la Palabra de DIOS, o solo la escuchas sin que produzca un cambio
real en tu vida? ;Por qué?

- ¢Coémo puedes orar por tus lideres espirituales fieles y apoyarlos esta semana? Hazlo.

Il. UN SACERDOTE COMO LEVi - MALAQUIAS 2:4-7

DIOS les recordé a los sacerdotes como debia ser un liderazgo fiel. Un verdadero sacerdote temia a
DIQOS, vivia en santidad, ensefiaba la verdad y apartaba a las personas del pecado. Su vida privada
coincidia con su ministerio publico. Hoy, los pastores fieles ayudan al pueblo a crecer por medio de
la verdad, un ejemplo de conducta piadosa y reprensiones dadas con amor.

-LEE 1 Timoteo 3:2-3. ; Qué te llama mas la atencion sobre el caracter que DIOS exige de los
pastores?

- ¢Tu vida privada refleja lo que dices creer? ;Por qué es importante la “integridad”?

- ¢Tu ejemplo de conducta esta ayudando a otros a crecer en obediencia a DIOS, o se ha
convertido en un tropiezo?

Ill. LOS CUATRO FALLAS DE LOS SACERDOTES - MALAQUIAS 2:8-9

Los sacerdotes fallaron gravemente. Se apartaron de la Palabra de DIOS, llevaron a otros al
pecado, quebraron el pacto “levitico” y mostraron “parcialidad”. Su fracaso afecté a toda la
nacién. Su corrupcién nos hace anhelar a un Buen Pastor. Jesus no fallé. EL hablé la verdad,
cumplié el pacto y dio Su vida por Sus ovejas.

- LEE Juan 10:11-16. ; Qué hace a Jesus diferente de los pastores corruptos?

- ¢De qué maneras somos tentados a “escoger” qué partes de la Palabra obedecer? ;En qué
areas mostramos parcialidad hacia personas, pecados que excusamos o verdades que
evitamos?

- ¢Coémo puedes dirigir a otros hacia Jesus, el Buen Pastor, esta semana?

3. Reflexionemos.

Escoge por UNA o DOS para compartir con el grupo:

__Algo que me confronté (me trajo conviccion).

__Algo que aprendi acerca de DIOS.

__Una palabra, frase o alguna otra informacién que no sabia antes.
__Algo que quiero cambiar en mi vida.

4. Oremos juntos.
Compartan formas especificas en que pueden orar unos por otros. Escribe peticiones aqui:




