LIVE LIKE JESUS #3 — Living in Community Like Jesus
MANNY MARTINEZ | LOGOS BAPTIST CHURCH | JANUARY 18, 2026

Spiritual Disciplines are intentional actions we do that GOD uses to make us more like Jesus.
Today, we focus on the Spiritual Discipline of Christian community. Community is not simply
attending church services or being part of a group. Christian community is living life together in
love, truth, humility, and mutual care. From the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus lived in close
relationship with others. We must follow His example. For us, living in isolation opens the doors to
all kinds of things: falling into temptation and shame, willful disobedience and sin, and loneliness
and depression.

Many Christians find themselves stuck, lost, and not receiving any outside advice. Many find
themselves listening to the voices in their own heads, or worse, listening to demonic influence.
Author C.S. Lewis once wrote, “The next best thing to be wise oneself is to live in a circle of those
who are.” Community is not optional for the Christian life. It is one of the primary ways GOD
shapes us, protects us, and grows us. Let’s learn from Jesus what it means to live in community.

. HOW DID JESUS LIVE IN COMMUNITY? (JESUS’ EXAMPLE)
Jesus intentionally lived life with others. Community was not optional but necessary.

JESUS CALLED INDIVIDUALS TO SHARE LIFE WITH HIM

Calling the disciples: - Mark 3:13-14 | Jesus went up the mountain and summoned those he
wanted, and they came to him. 14 He appointed twelve, whom he also named apostles, to be with
him, to send them out to preach,

Nicodemus: - John 3:1-2, 9-12 | There was a man from the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of
the Jews. 2This man came to him at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who
has come from God, for no one could perform these signs you do unless God were with him.”.... 9
“How can these things be?” asked Nicodemus. 10 “Are you a teacher of Israel and don’t know these
things?” Jesus replied. 11 “Truly | tell you, we speak what we know and we testify to what we have
seen, but you do not accept our testimony. 12 If | have told you about earthly things and you don’t
believe, how will you believe if | tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into
heaven except the one who descended from heaven —the Son of Man.

Jesus didn’t just teach crowds, He built individual personal relationships with people.

JESUS SPENT TIME WITH THOSE WHO NEEDED HIM MOST

At Levi’s house: - Luke 5:29-32 | Then Levi hosted a grand banquet for him at his house. Now
there was a large crowd of tax collectors and others who were reclining at the table with

them. 30 But the Pharisees and their scribes were complaining to his disciples, “Why do you eat and
drink with tax collectors and sinners?” 31 Jesus replied to them, “It is not those who are healthy who
need a doctor, but those who are sick. 321 have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance.”

Anointing at Bethany — John 12:1-2 | Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany where
Lazarus was, the one Jesus had raised from the dead. 2So they gave a dinner for him there;
Martha was serving them, and Lazarus was one of those reclining at the table with him.

Jesus built community with those who needed Him. He reached out to broken people.

JESUS WAS PATIENT WITH HIS FRIENDS
Addressing the “Greatest” argument: - Mark 9:33-35 | They came to Capernaum. When he was in
the house, he asked them, “What were you arguing about on the way?” 34 But they were

silent, because on the way they had been arguing with one another about who was the
greatest. 35 Sitting down, he called the Twelve and said to them, “If anyone wants to be first, he
must be last and servant of all.”

Jesus didn’t dismiss them. He corrected them to mature their faith.

JESUS ACCEPTED HELP FROM HIS COMMUNITY

Women support Him: - Luke 8:1-3 | Afterward he was traveling from one town and village to
another, preaching and telling the good news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with
him, Zand also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses: Mary, called
Magdalene (seven demons had come out of her); 3Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward;
Susanna; and many others who were supporting them from their possessions.

Jesus knew that practically, He needed help for His mission, and received the help.

JESUS DID NOT HIDE HIS SUFFERING, HE SHARED IT

In Gethsemane: - Matthew 26:36-38 | Then Jesus came with them to a place called
Gethsemane, and he told the disciples, “Sit here while | go over there and pray.” 37 Taking along
Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 He said to them, “I
am deeply grieved to the point of death. Remain here and stay awake with me.”

Jesus invited others into His sorrow. He asked His friends to pray with him.

JESUS GAVE HIMSELF UP OUT OF LOVE FOR HIS FRIENDS

Loving them to the end: - John 13:1 | Before the Passover Festival, Jesus knew that his hour had
come to depart from this world to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end.

John 15:13 | No one has greater love than this: to lay down his life for his friends.

Il. WHAT DID JESUS TEACH ABOUT COMMUNITY? (JESUS’ TEACHING)
Jesus taught that gospel community is an expression of the Kingdom here.

JESUS TAUGHT THAT LOVE DEFINES REAL CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

John 13:34-35 | “I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as | have loved you, you are also to love
one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

Love is about actions, words, and sacrifice.

JESUS TAUGHT THAT COMMUNITY INVOLVES FORGIVENESS AND GRACE

Teaching on forgiveness: - Matthew 18:21-22 | Then Peter approached him and asked, “Lord, how
many times must | forgive my brother or sister who sins against me? As many as seven times?”

22“) tell you, not as many as seven,” Jesus replied, “but seventy times seven.

JESUS TAUGHT THAT COMMUNITY IS WHERE SPIRITUAL GROWTH HAPPENS

Teaching about restoration: - Matthew 18:15 | “If your brother sins against you, go tell him his
fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won your brother.

Growth happens through loving truth spoken to our community / friends.

JESUS PRAYED FOR UNITY AMONG HIS FOLLOWERS

High Priestly Prayer: - John 17:20-21 | | pray not only for these, but also for those who believe in
me through their word. 2t May they all be one, as you, Father, are in me and | am in you. May they
also be in us, so that the world may believe you sent me.



1Il. HOW CAN WE BEGIN TO LIVE IN COMMUNITY LIKE JESUS? (PRACTICAL APPLICATION)
Before we begin trying to build community, we need to realize that it will not be perfect. But that
shouldn’t stop us. I'll share two quotes:

Ajith Fernando said in his book, Joyful Perseverance, p.135, “Many people have told me that it’s
hard for them to have close friends because it is difficult to trust others. They have been hurt by
friends who betrayed confidence. But one of the results of meeting with like-minded people for
extended periods is mutual trust. This does not guarantee that there will never be betrayal. But it
reduces the chance of that happening. We do not like to hurt those for who we have developed an
affection.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer once wrote, “The person who loves their dream of community will destroy
community, but the person who loves those around them will create community.”

COMMIT TO THE LOCAL CHURCH AND BE PRESENT AND ACTIVE. — MEMBERSHIP.
PURSUE RELATIONSHIPS WITH IMPERFECT PEOPLE WHO LOVE JESUS. — FELLOWSHIP.
PRACTICE HOSPITALITY AND GENEROSITY — MEALS AND PARTIES.

SPEAK TRUTH IN LOVE AND BE WILLING TO RECEIVE CORRECTION. — CHURCH DISCIPLINE.
WALK WITH OTHERS IN BOTH THEIR JOY AND SUFFERING. — SEEK PEOPLE OUT.
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CONCLUSION

Living in community is not easy, but it is part of what makes us Christian. GOD designed us to grow
together, not alone. Jesus lived in community, taught about community, prayed for unity, and gave
His life to create a new family through His death and resurrection. Because of His sacrifice, we are
no longer strangers, but brothers and sisters in Christ. Our motivation for community is not
obligation or fear of loneliness but love for Jesus and love for His people. Obedience to Him.

May you grow this week not by withdrawing from others, but by leaning into gospel-centered
relationships, as you seek to Live Like Jesus in Christian community.



VIVE COMO JESUS #3 — Viviendo en Comunidad como Jesus
MANNY MARTINEZ | LOGOS BAPTIST CHURCH | 18 de ENERO, 2026

Las Disciplinas Espirituales son acciones intencionales que practicamos y que DIOS usa para
hacernos mas como Jesus. Hoy nos enfocamos en la Disciplina Espiritual de la comunidad cristiana.
La comunidad no es simplemente asistir a los servicios de la iglesia o formar parte de un grupo. La
comunidad cristiana es vivir la vida juntos en amor, verdad, humildad y cuidandonos unos a otros.
Desde el comienzo de Su ministerio, Jesus vivio en una relacidén cercana con otros. Nosotros
debemos seguir Su ejemplo. Vivir en aislamiento abre la puerta a muchas cosas: caer en tentacion
y vergiienza, desobediencia voluntaria y pecado, y también soledad y depresion.

Muchos cristianos se encuentran estancados, perdidos y sin recibir consejo de nadie. Muchos
terminan escuchando solo las voces en su propia mente, o peor aun, influencias demoniacas. El
autor C. S. Lewis escribié una vez: “La segunda mejor cosa después de ser sabio uno mismo es
vivir en un circulo de personas que lo son”. La comunidad no es opcional en la vida cristiana. Es
una de las maneras principales en que DIOS nos forma, nos protege y nos hace crecer. Aprendamos
de Jesus lo que significa vivir en comunidad.

1. éCOMO VIVIO JESUS EN COMUNIDAD? (EL EJEMPLO DE JESUS)
Jesus vivié intencionalmente Su vida con otros. La comunidad no era opcional, sino necesaria.

JESUS LLAMO A PERSONAS PARA COMPARTIR LA VIDA CON EL
Llamando a los discipulos: Marcos 3:13-14 | Después JesUs subié* al monte, llamé* a los que El
quiso, y ellos vinieron a El. 4 Designé a doce, para que estuvieran con El y para enviarlos a predicar,

Nicodemo: Juan 3:1-2, 9-12 | Habia un hombre de los fariseos, llamado Nicodemo,

prominente entre los judios. 2Este vino a Jesus de noche y le dijo: «Rabi, sabemos que has venido
de Dios como maestro, porque nadie puede hacer las sefiales que Tu haces si Dios no esta con
él».... Nicodemo le preguntd: «¢Cédmo puede ser esto?». 10Jesus le respondid: «Tu eres maestro de
Israel, ¢y no entiendes estas cosas? 11 En verdad te digo que hablamos lo que sabemos y damos
testimonio de lo que hemos visto, pero ustedes no reciben nuestro testimonio. 12Si les he hablado
de las cosas terrenales, y no creen, écdmo creeran si les hablo de las celestiales?

Jesus no solo ensefid a las multitudes; también forma relaciones personales con individuos.

JESUS PASO TIEMPO CON LOS QUE MAS LO NECESITABAN

En casa de Levi: Lucas 5:29-32 | Levi le ofrecié un gran banquete en su casa, y habia un grupo
grande de recaudadores de impuestos y de otros que estaban sentados a la mesa con ellos. 3°Y los
fariseos y sus escribas se quejaban a los discipulos de Jesus, diciendo: «¢Por qué comen y beben
ustedes con los recaudadores de impuestos y con los pecadores?». 31 Jesus les respondid: «Los
sanos no tienen necesidad de médico, sino los que estan enfermos. 32No he venido a llamar a
justos, sino a pecadores al arrepentimiento».

Uncién en Betania: Juan 12:1-2 | Entonces JesuUs, seis dias antes de la Pascua, vino a Betania
donde estaba Lazaro, al que Jesus habia resucitado de entre los muertos. 2Y le hicieron una cena
alli, y Marta servia; pero Lazaro era uno de los que estaban a la mesa con El.

Jesus construyé comunidad con los necesitados. Se acercé a personas quebrantadas.

JESUS FUE PACIENTE CON SUS AMIGOS

Corrigiendo la discusion sobre quién era el mayor: Marcos 9:33-35 | Llegaron a Capernaum;y
estando ya en la casa, Jesus les preguntaba: «¢Qué discutian por el camino?». 34 Pero ellos
guardaron silencio, porque en el camino habian discutido entre si quién de ellos era el

mayor. 35 Jesus se sentd, llamo a los doce discipulos y les dijo*: «Si alguien desea ser el primero,
sera el ultimo de todos y el servidor de todos».
Jesus no los rechazd; los corrigio para hacerlos madurar en la fe.

JESUS ACEPTO AYUDA DE SU COMUNIDAD

Apoyo de las mujeres: Lucas 8:1-3 | Poco después, Jeslis comenzd a recorrer las ciudades y aldeas,
proclamando y anunciando las buenas nuevas del reino de Dios. Con El iban los

doce discipulos, 2y también algunas mujeres que habian sido sanadas de espiritus malos y de
enfermedades: Maria, llamada Magdalena, de la que habian salido siete demonios; 3 Juana, mujer
de Chuza, mayordomo de Herodes; Susana y muchas otras que de sus bienes personales
contribuian al sostenimiento de ellos.

Jesus sabia que, de manera prdctica, necesitaba ayuda para cumplir Su mision, y la recibio.

JESUS NO ESCONDIO SU SUFRIMIENTO, LO COMPARTIO

En Getsemani: Mateo 26:36—38 | Entonces Jesus llegé* con ellos a un lugar que se llama
Getsemani, y dijo* a Sus discipulos: «Siéntense aqui mientras Yo voy alla y oro». 37Y tomando con
El a Pedro y a los dos hijos de Zebedeo, comenzé a entristecerse y a angustiarse. 38 Entonces les
dijo*: «Mi alma estd muy afligida, hasta el punto de la muerte; quédense aqui y velen junto a Mi».

JESUS SE ENTREGO POR AMOR A SUS AMIGOS

Amandolos hasta el fin: Juan 13:1 | Antes de la fiesta de la Pascua, sabiendo Jesus que Su hora
habia llegado para pasar de este mundo al Padre, habiendo amado a los Suyos que estaban en el
mundo, los amé hasta el fin.

Juan 15:13 | Nadie tiene un amor mayor que este: que uno dé su vida por sus amigos.

1. ¢ QUE ENSENO JESUS SOBRE LA COMUNIDAD? (LA ENSENANZA DE JESUS)
Jesus ensefid que la comunidad cristiana es una expresion del Reino aqui y ahora.

JESUS ENSENO QUE EL AMOR DEFINE LA VERDADERA COMUNIDAD CRISTIANA

Juan 13:34-35 | »Un mandamiento nuevo les doy : “que se amen los unos a los otros ”; que como
Yo los he amado, asi también se amen los unos a los otros. 35 En esto conocerdn todos que son Mis
discipulos, si se tienen amor los unos a los otros».

El amor se demuestra con acciones, palabras y sacrificio.

JESUS ENSENO QUE LA COMUNIDAD IMPLICA PERDON Y GRACIA

Ensefianza sobre el perdon: Mateo 18:21-22 | Entonces acercandose Pedro, pregunté a Jesus:
«Sefior, écudntas veces pecard mi hermano contra mi que yo haya de perdonarlo? ¢Hasta siete
veces?». 22 Jesus le contesto*: «No te digo hasta siete veces, sino hasta setenta veces siete.

JESUS ENSENO QUE LA COMUNIDAD ES DONDE OCURRE EL CRECIMIENTO ESPIRITUAL
Ensefianza sobre la restauraciéon: Mateo 18:15 | »Si tu hermano peca, ve y repréndelo a solas ; si
te escucha, has ganado a tu hermano.

El crecimiento sucede cuando hablamos la verdad en amor dentro de la comunidad.

JESUS ORO POR LA UNIDAD DE SUS SEGUIDORES

Oracion sacerdotal: Juan 17:20-21 | »Pero no ruego solo por estos, sino también por los que han
de creer en Mi por la palabra de ellos, 2! para que todos sean uno. Como Tu, oh Padre, estds en Mi
y Yo en Ti, que también ellos estén en Nosotros, para que el mundo creaque TU me enviaste.



1l. ¢COMO PODEMOS COMENZAR A VIVIR EN COMUNIDAD COMO JESUS? (APLICACION)
Antes de intentar construir comunidad cristiana, debemos reconocer que no sera perfecta. Pero
eso no debe detenernos. Consideremos estas dos citas:

Ajith Fernando escribié en su libro Joyful Perseverance, p. 135: “Muchas personas me han dicho
que les cuesta tener amigos cercanos porque es dificil confiar en otros. Han sido heridos por
amigos que traicionaron su confianza. Pero uno de los resultados de reunirse con personas afines
por largos periodos es la confianza mutua. Esto no garantiza que nunca habra traicién, pero reduce
la probabilidad de que ocurra. No nos gusta herir a aquellos por quienes hemos desarrollado
afecto”.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer escribid: “La persona que ama su idea de comunidad destruira la comunidad,
pero la persona que ama a quienes tiene a su alrededor creard comunidad”.

Comprométete con la iglesia local y sé constante y activo — membresia.

Busca relaciones con personas imperfectas que aman a Jesus — compaiierismo.
Practica la hospitalidad y la generosidad — comidas y celebraciones.

Habla la verdad en amor y esta dispuesto a recibir correccion — disciplina de la iglesia.
Comparte con otros su gozo y su sufrimiento — busca a las personas.
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CONCLUSION

Vivir en comunidad no es facil, pero es parte de lo que nos hace cristianos. DIOS nos disefié para
crecer juntos, no solos. Jesus vivié en comunidad, ensefié sobre la comunidad, oré por la unidad y
dio Su vida para crear una nueva familia por medio de Su muerte y resurreccién. Por Su sacrificio,
ya no somos extrafios, sino hermanos y hermanas en Cristo. Nuestra motivacion para la comunidad
no es la obligacién ni el miedo a la soledad, sino el amor a Jesus y el amor a Su pueblo, en
obediencia a El.

Espero que crezcas esta semana no alejandote de los demas, sino acercandote a relaciones
centradas en el evangelio, mientras buscas Vivir Como Jesus en comunidad cristiana.



Ephesians #20 - GOD Helps Me Persevere — Ephesians 6:18-24

1. Let’s share what GOD is doing in our lives.

Choose ONE to share with your group.

__Share one spiritual victory you’ve had since last week.
__Share one spiritual struggle you’ve had since last week.
__Share one thing GOD is teaching you about Himself.

2. Let’s study the word of GOD together.
Take turns reading the verses and make notes in your copy of The Bible.

|. PERSEVERING IN PRAYING TOGETHER - EPHESIANS 6:18

Prayer empowers perseverance. Paul prioritized prayer even while under arrest because he
knew it strengthens believers to endure trials, resist sin, and stay faithful. We are called to
pray persistently: for ourselves in every season, and for all the saints, interceding for those in
need, those struggling, and those growing in holiness.

- How has your prayer life changed in different seasons this year?

- Who in our church or small group needs your intercession this week, and how will you
commit to pray for them?

Il. PERSEVERING IN SHARING OUR FAITH - EPHESIANS 6:19-20

Paul shared his faith courageously even while imprisoned, trusting the Holy Spirit to work
through him. We are called to speak GOD’s truth with love, Scripture as our guide, and with
boldness, knowing that criticism or opposition may come. We must remember that
faithfulness pleases GOD.

- Where is GOD giving you an opportunity to share His truth this week?

- When was the last time you shared the gospel, and what did you learn about yourself,
GOD, or the response of unbelievers?

1lll. PERSEVERING IN UNDYING LOVE - EPHESIANS 6:21-24

Love is the mark of a mature Christian and the foundation for finishing well. We persevere by
showing continual and sacrificial love for one another in the church and for the LORD Jesus.
We love others by being present, encouraging them, and modeling obedience to Jesus. Love
keeps us united, faithful, and focused on the mission until Christ returns.

- Who do you need to reach out to this week to show Christ’s love, and how?

- How is Jesus calling you to obey Him and show your love for Him today?

3. Let’s make a plan to grow together.

Based off today’s study, | believe GOD wants me to take the following action(s):

Ideas:
__Serve my local Church. __Study a book of the Bible.

__Share the Gospel. __Fastfrom food and dedicate time to prayer.

4. Let’s pray together.

Share specific ways you can pray for one another today.

Efesios #20 — DIOS Me Ayuda a Perseverar — Efesios 6:18-24

1. Compartamos lo que DIOS esta haciendo en nuestras vidas.

Elige UNA o DOS para compartir con el grupo.

__Comparte una victoria espiritual que hayas tenido la semana pasada.
__Comparte una batalla espiritual que hayas tenido la semana pasada.
__Comparte una cosa que DIOS te ha ensefiado acerca de El la semana pasada.

2. Estudiemos la palabra de DIOS juntos.
Tomen turnos para leer el texto y hagan notas en sus Biblias.

I. PERSEVERAR EN LA ORACION JUNTOS - EFESIOS 6:18

La oracién nos da poder para perseverar. Pablo dio prioridad a la oracién incluso estando
preso, porque sabia que fortalece a los creyentes para resistir pruebas, evitar el pecado y
mantenerse fieles. Estamos llamados a orar continuamente: por nosotros mismos en cada
temporada, y por todos los santos, intercediendo por los necesitados, los que luchany los
que crecen en santidad.

-¢.Coémo ha cambiado tu vida de oracion en las diferentes temporadas de este afio?

-, Quién en nuestra iglesia o grupo necesita tu intercesion esta semana, y como te
comprometes a orar por ellos?

Il. PERSEVERAR EN COMPARTIR NUESTRA FE - EFESIOS 6:19-20

Pablo compartié su fe con valentia aun estando preso, confiando en que el Espiritu Santo
obraria a través de él. Estamos llamados a hablar la verdad de DIOS con amor, guiados por la
Escritura'y con valentia, sabiendo que puede venir critica u oposicion. Debemos recordar que
la fidelidad agrada a DIOS.

- ¢.Dénde te esta dando DIOS la oportunidad de compartir Su verdad esta semana?

- ¢,Cuando fue la ultima vez que compartiste el evangelio y qué aprendiste sobre ti
mismo, DIOS? ; Qué aprendiste sobre la respuesta de los incrédulos al evangelio?

Ill. PERSEVERAR EN EL AMOR INCORRUPTIBLE - EFESIOS 6:21-24

El amor es la marca de un cristiano maduro y la base para terminar bien. Perseveramos
mostrando amor continuo y sacrificial unos a otros en la iglesia y hacia el SENOR Jesus.
Amamos a los demas estando presentes, animandolos y modelando obediencia a Jesus. El
amor nos mantiene unidos, fieles y enfocados en la misién hasta que Cristo regrese.

- .A quién necesitas acercarte esta semana para mostrar el amor de Cristo, y cémo lo
haras?

-¢.Como te llama Jesus a obedecerle y mostrarle tu amor hoy?

3. Hagamos un plan para crecer juntos.

Segun el estudio de hoy, creo que DIOS quiere que tome la(s) siguiente(s) accion(es):

Ideas:
__Servir a milglesia. __Estudiar un libro de la Biblia.

__Compartir el evangelio. __Ayunar de comiday dedicar ese tiempo a la oracién.

4. Oremos juntos.
Compartan formas especificas en que pueden orar unos por otros.




