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Today we will study the story of the Magi and the Newborn King. The story of the Magi reminds us
that Jesus’ arrival was not only a historic event—it was a revelation of GOD’s glory to the nations.
In the OT, Scripture said about Jesus in Isaiah 49:6 | “It is not enough for you to be my servant
raising up the tribes of Jacob and restoring the protected ones of Israel. | will also make you a light
for the nations, to be my salvation to the ends of the earth.” That’s exactly what happened. In the
midst of political struggles, fear of persecution, and overall spiritual darkness, GOD sovereignly
drew certain people to Himself and fulfilled promises foretold for centuries. As we study Matthew
2, we see how people respond differently to the King: some searched for Him faithfully, some
resisted Him deceitfully, and some encountered Him and were forever transformed. Today, we’ll
learn how the true King is revealed, how false kings oppose Him, and how worship is the only
thing He deserves.

|. THE SEARCH FOR THE KING — MATTHEW 2:1-2

The Magi were not kings and Scripture never says there were three of them. They were highly
educated Persian astrologers, scholars, and royal advisers—men who practiced forbidden arts like
magic. They likely knew about Hebrew religion because of how the Jews who lived in captivity
during the time of the prophet Daniel. However, they were sovereignly drawn by GOD toward the
true King. Their journey likely stretched nearly a thousand miles and took several months. This
journey showed both the seriousness of their search and the power of GOD in leading them. It’s
reasonable to say that the “Star” was not a normal star. This “Star” was like the pillar of fire or the
glory cloud in the OT wilderness in the time of the Exodus: moving, guiding, and stopping. This was
GOD’s Shekinah: a word drawn from a Hebrew root meaning “to dwell” or “to settle,”. This was
GOD'’s visible, radiant presence among His people. Here we learn a few things:

1. The Magi were welcomed by GOD, even as Gentiles. They were outsiders. This showed that
from His birth, Jesus draws the nations to Himself. He draws you and me.

2. The Magi intentionally pursued GOD. We learn that genuine “seekers” are those who
respond to GOD’s call with self-sacrifice and obedience. How is GOD calling you?

3. The Magi believed in Jesus’ divinity. They believed a true, divinely appointed King had arrived,
not just a teacher or good man. Who do you say Jesus is?

4. The “Star” obeyed GOD’s will. This shows us how GOD is in control, not astrology or good
vibes. Do we look for signs? Or do we look for the One who controls the signs?

5. The “Star” shows us that GOD leads people to His Son. This is the doctrine of election. He
chooses and leads people to Himself. How has GOD led you to Himself?

John 16:13-14 | When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth. For he will not

speak on his own, but he will speak whatever he hears. He will also declare to you what is to

come. 4 He will glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and declare it to you.

Il. THE FALSE KING — MATTHEW 2:3—-8

Herod the Great was a false king. He was an Edomite — the enemies of Israel. He was a political
puppet of Rome, not the son of David. Herod was brilliant, powerful, and paranoid. He began the
massive construction project of of the Second Temple complex. He clung to his throne by spilling
blood. Ancient historian Josephus tells us that he killed several members of his own family,
including at least three of his sons and his favorite wife out of fear they might challenge his rule.
When he heard about the birth of a rival King, he was “deeply disturbed,” not because of shame for
his sins, but because of fear he would be overthrown. The religious leaders knew exactly where the
Messiah would be born, but they did not go to worship Him. Herod pretended to want to worship.

He secretly planned murder. This text exposes the heart that resists Jesus: threatened, deceitful,
religiously informed but spiritually dead. Here we learn a few things:

1. Herod was a false savior to the Jewish people. Herod’s power came from sin and corruption.
Our hope must not be in sinful men in power, but in the King of kings.

2. Jesus’ arrival interrupted “normal” life. Herod’s court saw the Messiah’s arrival as a threat to
their power. Following Him means He will disrupt your life and plans. He is worth it. Some of
us have had to leave things behind for His sake.

Luke 18:28-30 | Then Peter said, “Look, we have left what we had and followed you.”

2950 he said to them, “Truly | tell you, there is no one who has left a house, wife or brothers or

sisters, parents or children because of the kingdom of God, 3° who will not receive many times

more at this time, and eternal life in the age to come.”

3. The religious leaders had knowledge without obedience. They knew the prophecies but
would not travel five miles to Bethlehem to worship Him.

4. Herod used spiritual language to hide his true intentions. His hid a hateful heart that was
opposed to GOD. Don’t be deceived by religious language. Look at your / their fruit.

5.  What we do with Jesus is what matters most. We either surrender our throne or fight to keep
control. There is no in between. This is a daily battle.

1ll. THE WORSHIP OF THE TRUE KING — MATTHEW 2:9-12

When the Magi finally reached Jesus, they arrived not at a palace but at a humble home. They fell
down and worshiped Him. They recognized His worth before He performed a miracle, preached a
sermon, or fed a crowd. Jesus is much more than what He can give us. Their gifts of gold,
frankincense, and myrrh were costly and symbolic: gold for His kingship, frankincense for His deity,
and myrrh foreshadowing His sacrificial death. Their worship was joyful, humble, thoughtful, and
obedient. Having encountered the true King, they returned home “by another way,”. This was a
picture of the transforming power of an encounter with Jesus, even as a child under 2 years of age.

1. The Magi expressed overwhelming joy. True worship begins with delighting in who He is. We
must rejoice when hearing about, singing to, worshiping, and serving GOD.

2. The Magi fell down before Him in humility. Their posture showed they recognized His
authority. We either bow or remain standing in this life. We will all bow in the end.

Philippians 2:9-11 | For this reason God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above

every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow— in heaven and on earth and

under the earth— 1and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the

Father.

3. The Magi’s gifts revealed His identity. Gold for the King, frankincense for GOD, myrrh for the
One who would die. We cannot make a mistake of who He is. We must accept all of who He is.

4. The Magi’s worship was costly and intentional. They offered what was precious and costly,
not what was convenient and easy to part ways with. Do we give our GOD our best?

5. Meeting Jesus changed the Magi’s direction. They returned home another way obeying
GOD’s will. Meeting Jesus literally changes the direction we go in life.

CONCLUSION

The visit of the Magi shows us that Jesus demands a response. He exposes the true condition of our
hearts—whether we pursue Him, resist Him, or fall before Him in worship. Like the Magi, we are
called to seek Him with willful intention, bring our lives as offerings, and allow His presence to
change the course of our lives. As we follow The Light of the World may we choose the way of
worship, obedience, and joy, letting Him guide our steps and transform us from the inside out.



LUZ DEL MUNDO #2 - EL REY RECIEN NACIDO- MATEO 2:1-12
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Hoy estudiaremos la historia de los Magos y el Rey Recién Nacido. La historia de los Magos nos
recuerda que la llegada de Jesus no fue solo un evento histérico, sino una revelacién de la gloria de DIOS
a las naciones. En el AT, la Escritura dice acerca de Jesus en Isafas 49:6 NTV: “El dice: «Haras algo mas que
devolverme al pueblo de Israel. Yo te haré luz para los gentiles, y llevards mi salvacién a los confines de la
tierra». Eso fue exactamente lo que ocurrid. En medio de la oscuridad espiritual, DIOS atrajo
soberanamente a ciertas personas hacia Si mismo y cumplié promesas anunciadas durante siglos. Al
estudiar Mateo 2, vemos cémo las personas respondieron de manera diferente al Rey: algunos lo
buscaron sinceramente, otros lo resistieron y rechazaron, y algunos lo encontraron y fueron
transformados para siempre. Hoy aprenderemos cdmo se revela el verdadero Rey, como los falsos
reyes se oponen a El, y cémo la adoracién es la tGnica respuesta que El se merece.

1. LA BUSQUEDA DEL REY — MATEO 2:1-2
Los Magos no eran reyes y la Escritura nunca dice que fueran tres. Eran astrélogos persas sumamente
educados. Eran consejeros de reyes Persas, hombres que practicaban la magia o artes oscuras.

Probablemente conocian algo de la religion hebrea debido a los judios que vivieron en cautiverio durante
la época del profeta Daniel. Sin embargo, fueron atraidos soberanamente por DIOS hacia el verdadero
Rey. Su viaje probablemente se extendié casi mil millas y duré varios meses. Continuar en el viaje
mostré tanto la seriedad de su busqueda como el poder de DIOS en guiarlos. Es razonable decir que la
“estrella” no era una estrella normal. La “Estrella” era como la columna de fuego o la nube de gloria en el
desierto del AT en el tiempo del Exodo: se movia, guiaba y se detenia. Esta era la Shekina de DIOS,
palabra derivada de un raiz hebrea que significa “habitar” o “establecerse”. Esta era la presencia visible y
radiante de DIOS entre su pueblo. De esto aprendemos:

1. Los Magos fueron bienvenidos por DIOS aun siendo gentiles. Eran extranjeros. Esto mostré que
desde su nacimiento, Jesus atrae a las naciones hacia Si mismo. Nos atrae a tiy a mi.

2.  Los Magos intencionalmente buscaron a DIOS. Aprendemos que los verdaderos “buscadores” son
los que responden al llamado de Dios con sacrificio y obediencia. ¢ COmo te llama Dios hoy?

3. Los Magos creian en la divinidad de Jesus. Creian que habia llegado un Rey verdadero, de parte de
DIOS, no solo un maestro o un buen hombre. ¢ Quién dices tu que es Jesus?

4. La “Estrella” obedecio la voluntad de Dios. Esto nos muestra que DIOS esta en control, no la
astrologia ni las buenas vibras. ¢ Buscamos sefiales o al que controla las sefiales?

5. La “Estrella” nos muestra que DIOS guia a las personas hacia su Hijo. Esta es la doctrina de la
eleccidn: El elige y guia a las personas hacia S mismo. ¢éCémo te ha guiado Dios a Si mismo?
Juan 16:13-14 | Pero cuando El, el Espiritu de Verdad venga, los guiard a toda la verdad, porque no
hablara por Su propia cuenta, sino que hablara todo lo que oiga, y les hara saberlo que habra de
venir. ¥ El me glorificard, porque tomard de lo Mio y se /o hara saber a ustedes.

1. EL FALSO REY — MATEO 2:3—-8
Herodes era un rey falso. Era edomita, enemigos de Israel. Era un titere politico de Roma, no el hijo de
David. Herodes era brillante, poderoso y paranoico. Comenzo el enorme proyecto de construccion del

Segundo Templo. Herodes se aferro a su trono de una manera sangrienta. El historiador Josefo dice que
Herodes maté a varios miembros de su propia familia, incluyendo a tres de sus hijos y a su esposa
favorita por miedo a que lo desafiaran. Cuando escuch6 sobre el nacimiento de un Rey rival, se “perturbd
profundamente”, no por verglienza de sus pecados, sino por miedo a ser derrocado. Los lideres religiosos
sabian exactamente donde naceria el Mesias (Belen), pero no fueron a adorarlo. Herodes fingia querer
adorar, mientras planeaba secretamente matarlo. Este texto expone el corazén que resiste a Jesus:
amenazado, engafioso, con conocimiento religioso pero espiritualmente muerto. De esto aprendemos:

1. Eraun falso salvador para los judios. El poder de Herodes provenia del pecado y corrupcion.
Nuestra esperanza no debe estar en hombres pecadores en el poder, sino en el Rey de reyes.

2. Lallegada de Jesus interrumpio la vida “normal”. La corte de Herodes veia la llegada del Mesias
como una amenaza a su poder. Seguirlo significa que El va a interrumpir tu vida y tus planes. Vale la
pena. Algunos hemos tenido que dejar cosas por El.

Lucas 18:28-30 | Y Pedro dijo: «Nosotros hemos dejado todo y te hemos seguido». 22 Entonces El les
contestd: «En verdad les digo, que no hay nadie que haya dejado casa, o mujer, o hermanos, o
padres o hijos por la causa del reino de Dios, 3° que no reciba muchas veces mas en este tiempo, y
en el siglo venidero, la vida eterna».

3. Los lideres religiosos tenian conocimiento sin obediencia. Conocian las profecias, pero no viajaron
cinco millas hasta Belén para adorarlo.

4. Herodes usé lenguaje espiritual para ocultar sus intenciones. Oculto su corazén odioso que estaba
opuesto a DIOS. No te dejes engafiar por palabras religiosas. Observa tu fruto y la de otros.

5. Lo que hacemos con Jesls es lo mas importante O entregamos nuestro trono o luchamos por
mantener el control. No hay término medio. Esto es una batalla diaria.

1ll. LA ADORACION DEL VERDADERO REY — MATEO 2:9-12
Cuando los Magos finalmente llegaron a Jesus, no encontraron un palacio, sino un hogar humilde. Se

postraron y lo adoraron. Reconocieron su valor antes de que hiciera un milagro, predicara un sermén o
alimentara a la multitud. Su valor es en mas de lo que nos da. Sus regalos de oro, incienso y mirra eran
costosos y simbdlicos: oro para su realeza, incienso para su divinidad y mirra anticipando su muerte
sacrificial. Su adoracién fue alegre, humilde, intencional y obediente. Después de encontrarse con el
verdadero Rey, regresaron “por otro camino”, mostrando el poder transformador de un encuentro con
Jesus, incluso siendo un nifio menor de 2 afios.

1. Los Magos expresaron gran gozo. La verdadera adoracién comienza con deleite en quién es El.
Debemos regocijarnos al escuchar, cantar, adorar y servir a DIOS.

2. Los Magos se postraron ante El con humildad. Su postura mostré que reconocian su autoridad. O
nos quedamos de pie o nos postramos aqui. Todos se postraran al final.
Filipenses 2:9-11 | Por lo cual Dios también lo exaltd hasta lo sumo, y le confirié el nombre que es
sobre todo nombre, 1 para que al nombre de Jesus se doble toda rodilla de los que estén en el cielo,
y en la tierra, y debajo de la tierra, 11y toda lengua confiese que Jesucristo es Sefior, para gloria de
Dios Padre.

3. Losregalos de los Magos revelaron su identidad. Oro para el Rey, incienso para Dios, mirra para el
que moriria. No podemos equivocarnos sobre quién es. Debemos aceptar todo de El.

4. Laadoracion de los Magos fue costosa e intencional. Ofrecieron lo que era precioso, no lo que era
conveniente o facil de dar. ¢ Damos a Dios lo mejor de nosotros?

5.  Encontrar a Jesus cambio la direccion de los Magos. Regresaron a casa por otro camino,
obedeciendo la voluntad de Dios. Encontrar a Jesus cambia literalmente la direccién de nuestra
vida.

La visita de los Magos nos muestra que Jesus exige una respuesta. Expone la condicién real de nuestro
corazon: si lo buscamos, lo resistimos o nos postramos en adoracion. Como los Magos, estamos llamados
a buscarlo con intencidn, ofrecer nuestra vida como sacrificio y permitir que su presencia transforme el
rumbo de nuestra existencia. Al seguir a la Luz del Mundo, elijamos el camino de la adoracidn, la
obediencia y la alegria, dejando que El guie nuestros pasos y nos transforme desde adentro hacia afuera.



